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at a lower rate than obtains at pres-
ent, Thi~ would mean more husiness for th.:
coal mines, more treight for the railway:.
and would he ol advantage all round. i
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Maclarlane, de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned wt 5.5 pom.

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 7th September, 1932.

PaGr
Questiona : Minfng, Wiluna arsenic plané 424
Financial cmergency, mn-:!cns and overseas

interest ... . . 420

North-We<t ports, mrg::n cnst- 420
Espernnee, wheat handlng 430
Perzonal explanation : Mr, Withers and the R:lll“nj’
Department 430
Assent to BIL ... e 430
Address-in-reply, ninth ﬂ'l\ conelusion . 430
Rills : Bulk Handling of \\heut leave to mtrr.-ducc', .
1 . 4
State Tradlng e nncerns Act Ammdment 1n. 498
Maln Roads Act Amendment, 1R. . 483
TRoad Districts Aet Amendm?nt 1R. 403
Factorles npd Shops Act Amendment 1R. 498
Special License ( Waroons Trrigation Dinmct] . 493
Metropolitan Whole Milk, IR. ... .. 403
Frift Cases Act Amendment, 1R. 4903
Thairy Cattle Tmprovement Act Amcndmem IR 404

Financial Emereency Act Contlowance, 1R, . 404
Mortgagers' Riphts Restriction Act (nntinunncr,

1R 404
Constitution Acts Amendment Act (1931). Con-

tinuanee, 1R. 404
Farmers' Debts Adjnstmvm Act Amendment o

R. 404
Reduction of Rents Act, (nnhnunnre‘, 1R, .. 494
East Perth Cemeteries, 1R. - o 494
Land Act Consolidation, 1R. ... e 404
Swoan Land Revestment, 1R. ... . 994
Closed Ttoads Allcnahon. 1R. . 4104
Public Service Appenl Board Act Amendmenl

1R. 414
Criminal Lnrlt.- \mondmont (\n 1). 1R 404
Criminal {'ade Amendment {Xo. 2}, 1R. 494
Tand and Tncome Tax Assessment Further

Amendment, IR. . 404
Aged Baflors and Soldiers” Reltef’ Fund IR, L. 404
Timber Workers, 1R, $904
Fenants, Pnrrh:mers 1nd \101'":'11:0“ Relmf Aﬂ

Amendment 1r 304

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.20
p-m., and read prayvers.

QUESTION—MINING, WILUNA
ARSENIC PLANT,

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Is he aware that although tha
advice and reeommendations of the Commis-
sioner of Public Hezlth are being enforeed
on the arsenic plant at Wiluna, the em-
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ployees are still contracting arsenieal pois-
cning and dermatitis, and suffering acutely
therefrom? 2, Bearing this in mind, will
the Government have further investigations
made to see if anything else can be done {0
prevent the employees from contracting those
afflictions? 3, If nothing further ¢an be
done, and the Government econsider that
evervthing ilat could have been done has
heen done, will they give consideration to
the advisability of introducing legislation to
prevent the operatien of this plant?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTE re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, The Commissioner of Public
Tleaith j¢ in elese touch with the managze-
ment in endeavouring to reduce the risk of
arsenical poisoning and dermatitis fo a mini-
mum. 3, This cannot be done.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMER-
GENCY.

Pengions and Owverseas Interest.

Mr, MARSHALL: asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to
endeavour to convene another meeting of
State Premiers (a) to deal with the redue-
tion or cessation of overseas interest until
such time as our own people are properly fed
and eclothed: (h) to demand the abolition of
Federal control in departmental spheres
where the varions States eonld aet on hehalf
of the Federal Government, thus economis-
ing and making it possible for the Federal
Government to pay more instead of less to
old age and invalid pensioners of the Com-
monwealth?

The PREMIER replied: (a) The ques-
tion of a redmection in the interest rate has
been disenssed and is now receiving atten-
tion at the hands of the Federal Govern-
ment; (h) the elimination of overlapping
has been econsidered by both Federal and
State Governments and is now being dealt
with, The State Governmeni exereises no
control over the payment of old age and in-
valid pensions.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST FORTS,
CARGO COSTS.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Lands: ¥For the year ended 30th June,
1932, what was the average cost per ton
for handling cargo at the following
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wharves ar jetiies respectively, caleulating
casual labour only:—Carnarven, Onslow,
Cossack, Broome, Derby?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
Carnarvon, 1s. 614d. per ton; Onslow,
1s. 714d. per ton; Cossnck, lighterage port,
cost not available; Broome, 2s. 5%4d. per
ton; Derby, 1s, 11d. per ton.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE, WHEAT-
HANDLING.

Mr. NULSEN nsked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Ts he aware that the British ship-
owner is not prepared to go to Esperanee
for the rate of freight set out in the Aus-
iral Charter Party as one of any two ports
at which the vessel is to be loaded in West-
ern Australia, owing to its being declared
unsafe; the minimum extra charge will be
2g. Gd. per ton, and the maximum amount
of produce thal can be removed is about
15,500 tons in the one season? 2, Will he
give an assurance that the farmers of th
mallee will not be penalised the extra Zs.
Gd. or more per ton, and also that they wilt
not have to pay the extra that will be in-
curred if the tonnage is too high to be re-
moved in the one season by the British
ship owners in  aevordanee with their
warning ¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replicd:
1, The Harbour and Light Department is
not aware that British ship owners have
declared the port of Esperance to be un-
safe, nor has the Marine Underwriters’
Association any knowledge of the matter.
2, Answered by 1.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,
Ar. Withers and the Railway Department.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [4.34]1: T
wish to make a personal explanation, When
speaking to the Address-in-reply I made 2
statement connected with railway manage-
ment which T find was not quite true, It wns
in regard to the transport of a concert party
to Bunbury for the purpose of assisting the
unemplayed. T made the statement in all
zood faith, for T thought my information
was correct, but I see that the chairman of
the relief committee at Bunbury has written
to the Bunbury newspaper, stating that the
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Railway Department was in no way te
blame. So I wish to reiract and apologise
to the department.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
notifyving assent to the Supply Bill (No. 1),
£2,250,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day--Conclusion.
Pebate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. D, JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [4.37]: Last evening the Minister
for Kailways defended the rights and priv-
ileges of members in regard to the Address-
in-reply. He very properly pointed out that
it was quite wrong to allege that the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate was a waste of time,
or that members indulged in speeches for
the purpose of wasting time. He remarked
that it was virtually the only opportunity
afforded to members to ventilate matters
which they felt required ventilating, matters
of publie policy generally and Government
policy in partieular. The Address-in-reply
debate gives memhers an opportunity to deal
with all matters, and if members do not
avail themseclves of that opportunity they
are then limited to questions brought down
by the Government and subjects which they
themselves bring forward by diveet motion.
So once a venr it is the recognised 1ight of
members to deal with all matters affecting
the general welfare of the State. It is sig-
rifieant that none of the authorities on ¢on-
stitutional matters, the privileges of members
and the general Parliamentary practice,
attempts to define the extent of the Address-
in-reply debate. The reason is, there is no
limit, that the Address-in-reply is a general
review, mot limited either as to time or as
lo subject matter. So when we vead and
hear so mueh from the crities of Parliament,
it is just as well to make it elear that this
i5 the one cceasion when members have so
wide an opportunity in debate. There is one
matter T wish to have put right in “Han-
sard.” To leave it where it is at present
would be distinctly unfair to Prof. Fox of
the W.A. Universitv. The professor de-
livered an address to an organisation asso-
ciated with the Methodist Church. Evi-
dently the member for North Perth (Mr. J.
AMacCallim Smith) took exeeption to the sub-
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Ject matter of the address, for yesterday he
asked the Premijer certain questions as to
the published report of the professor’s ad-
dress. I regret to say that the Premicr in
reply referved to “violent views.” He said,
“It is undesirable that persons holding viol-
ent views should direct the education of our
University students.” If we were to take
the nuestion submitted by the member for
North Perth and the reply by the Premier,
without recording in “Hansard” the views
actually expressed by the professor, we
would, in the minds of readers of “Han-
gard” in time to come, create quite a wrong
impression.  So in justice fo Prof. Fox I
propese to read what he =aid, in order that
we shall have recorded exactly what the
question and the answer related to. The
newspaper heading is, in my opinion, mis-
lcading. T do not know whether it was
written by the professor himself or by some-
one in the newspaper office, but when we
read the address, we see that the headline is
not in keeping with the contents of the
address. Here i3 the newspaper repcit of
that address—

A Challenge of Communism.
TProfessor Fox's Analvsis.

‘“Christ and Communism’’ was the subjeet
of an address delivered by Professor A. C.
Fox, of the University of Western Australia,
at the Methodist Church Probationers? and
Home Missioners®™ seventh ammual convention
it Wesley  Churel, Fremantle, on Tuesday.
After intimating that he was going to inter-
pret ‘“Commnnism’®’ rather widely, Professor
Fox said that Communism received its driving
foree mainty in reacting strongly agninst the
present inequitable distribution of property,
aml of consequent conirol over and benefit
from industry. Tt belicved this was not, as the
Conservatives affirmed, & refloction of the re-
lative merits of the owners, but rather of their
degree of power and ruthlessness. More speci-
fically it said thnt the present distribution was
due to the operation of competition, and that
ecompetition was open to severe criticism. Com-
munism would abolish competition for the
capital which controlled industry, by placing it
in the hands of the eommunity. Monopolisiic
enterpriscs  already  showed some degree of
aholition of competition, and these eould be
aken over by the community, and other mon-
opolies ereated.  Private monopolies, however,
were defective beeause they were private; they
represented  power divoreced from public re-
sponsibility. A communistic monopoly was
power modified by responsibility, or directed
for the genernl good.

Tt must be admitted,”’ pursued Irofessor
Fox, ‘‘that there is mueh validity in this ecom-
munistic indietment and propesal. Individual-
ism stands condemned for breeding much that
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is unlovely and antihuman. It gives a stand-
ing invitation to the methods of ‘push’ and
‘grah.’  Beeause the main factor in industry
is Man, its justification is its contribution to
his general well-being, and its clliciency de-
pends upon the evocation of his loyulty to it.””

I'rofessor Fox quoted from the 1915 census
figures whieh, he said, showed that 90 per cent.
of the income carners who furnished returns
in Aunstralin received less than £200 a year
and that 77 per cent. of assets were held by
9 per cent. of all the holders, *‘ These figures,’’
he continued, *‘can bc matehed by those ob-
tainable from other countries. IHow can it
bhe said that a svstem which distributes its
products in thig uneven way is to eall forth
loyal sapport frem the great mass of those
engaged in it——of the 90 per cent, of Austra-
liang? There are other grounds upon which
capitalism, far from evoking loyalty, nrouses
suspicion and even contempt, to wit, the
mathods of armament firms and of some news-
papers and banks.’” Ilaving demonstrated how
the Marxian interpretations were misleading,
Irofessor Fox said that communism need not
mean absolute equality of status and rewards.
This was perhaps the commonest of all mis-
understandings. The present discontent with
class distinetion was not so much because
some persons had high status and rewards, but
lecnmse the many had a degrading status and
reward, and because of a conviction that the
differences did not correspond to differences in
human eapaeitv. There was plenty of evidenee
that high pay nced not command the highest
capacity. A communistic order must not be
confused with anarchism. It was commenly
supposed that, with the removal of private em-
plovers, a premium wonld be set on idleness
and ingolence. Communism did not propose to
remove masters in the sense of overseers and
controllers of work any move than a civil ser-
vice proposed te remove them. For the re-
caleitrant there would still be discipline, since
it was not preposed to abolish law and regula-
tion, Under the present system there was no
guarantee that work would give more than a
hare suffielency, while under communism there
was a legitimate prespect that it would yicld
an ample sufficiency.  As compared with pre-
sent conditions there would be a surplus of
both time and money, and this doeuble surplus
might be spent in obtaining the means of
living well and of giving time to their enjoy-
ment. Commumisin did not mean the abolition
of personal property either in time or material.

The only objection T have to the professor’s
lecture is that ke is generons towards Com-
munizm as we know it to-day., He was deal-
ing with the matter as it is represented by
the University and University text-books, not
as 1t is represented by the newspapers, which
interpret Communizsm so that they can utilise
so-called communistie ntterances in a special
way in special eircumstances. Communism
is closely assoeiated with socialism. Tt is
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diffienit to distinguish between trne Cono-
munism and socialism. I have studied both.
I have heen associated with the socialistic
movement aill my life. The only difference
I can see between the two is that communisin
aims at the control of property, as mentioned
by the professor, by the whole community,
whereas soelalism may in special cireum-
stances direct that it be controlled by see-
tions of the community in their interests.
Since I saw the headlines of this lecture, I
have looked np various dietionaries and
authorities to see if there be a great differ-
ence hetween the two things, but so far as 1
can learn there iz little difference between
the two “isms.” The communism with which
people are trying to sssoeciate Professor
Fox’s lecture is the communism we read of
to-day.  Socialism and communism are
Christian doetrines. The communism we
read of and understand to-day is not, how-
ever, altogether a Christian doctrine, The
comumuntism preached, featured and wused by
the Press to-day is more akin to anarehism
than soclalism and true communism. Tt is
wrong for the Prenier to interpret Professor
Fox's lecture as being associated with violent
views on communistic ambitions. He was
dealing with the question in such a way that
students eould nnderstand it. The Premier
would convey the idea that the Professor
was doing something that would injure the
students. T have children at the University,
and would be sorry if their education in this
regard were neglected. All children should
understand the rights of the communmity in
regard to community production. They
should understand that the world is being
exploited by false prophets, and that the
whole community is net getting that just
shave of distribution that was originally in-
tended, and was practised in the early days
of Christianity. The whole thing has got
out of joint. As the professor points out,
the eontrol is in the hands of 9 per cent., and
91 per cent. ave subservient to the 9 per cent.
The difficulties of the world are due to the
taet that private ownership and capitalism
have, with the assistance of propaganda and
the help of unfair laws and other privileges,
secured control, and are wnsing that control
to the detriment of mankind. T congratu-
Iate the professor upon his lecture and '

realisation of the necessity for inculeating
that kind of education. I am pleased to know
he went to the churches to deliver his ad-
dres=.  The churehes to-day need a lot of
education upon the suhject.  They should
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take more notice of the fact that the world
and the people of the world are bheing ex-
ploited by a scetion which possesses undue
power, and that all those who love humanity
and the rights of humanity should be en-
conraged and helped by the churches to

bring about the necessary veform. The
member for North Perth s associated
with bhonks.  Possibly lo understands
more about hanking than I do, but

possibly he does not study the people’s
welfare as much as I do. e has not the
salne opportunity to do it as I have, hecanse
lis time is oecupied in other divections. When
a professor was leaned by the University to
protect and assist in metting out the propa-
ganda of the hanks, in order that their posi-
tion might he strengthened, no protest was
mnde by the member for North Perth. Tt is
quite right that proteetion shonld he given
to the # per cent. of the community, but it is
not right that any help should be afforded
the remainder of the community, which is he-
ing exploited to the detriment of humanity.
It was qunite right that Professor Fox
should have gome to a church organisation
to explain the injustice of it all. Good ser-
vice has been rendered by the professor. It
is reasonable that he should be applaunded by
those who share his views, and it is also right
that our schools should devote zome time to
this kind of thing and less to propagating
capitalistic ideas. My own children are au-
thorities on all matters relative to capitalisin.
They are thorouglly educated along those
lines from the moment they attend the prim-
ary schools, und they know all about the
rights and privileges of property. They un-
derstand ithe rights of banking institutions
to ¢ontrol enrreney. They ave given lessons
on these subjects. Verv seldom, however,
do they receive any education coneerning the
vights of the people. I hope no limit will be
put upon our professors in the matter of
educating University students in the cause
of homanity. During the debate frequent
references have heen made to the depression,
the financial sitnation and the economic out-
look generally. I have heen vnable to gather
what the views of members are upon the
effect of the eeconomie situation and the de-
pression upon the Parliaments of Australia,
Recently we have heard quite a lot regarding
the need for veview of the constitution of
Paliaments. We have heard something as {o
payment of members of Parliament, and sn
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forth. But the question is not one that can
he wholly reviewed by one Parliament of one
State. The great question oceupying the
mind of every thoughtful Australian elector
to-day is whether Australia ean continue to
maintain seven Parlinments, equivalent to
ahout 13 Houses of Parliament; wheilier it
i= economically possible for 6,500,000 people
to mainfain all these parliamentary organisa-
tions. And the further question arises
whether the time is not opportune for a gen-
eral review of that most unecomonical buor-
den, the financial load associated with the
maintenance of all these Parliaments:
whether it is not fime to take a serious view
of the ceconomie effect of the Australian par-
linmentary system. Undoubtedly, reform is
heing foreced npon us. That reform should
be studied cavefully by hon. members. We
bhave to ensure that any reform which takes
place az a result of flhie economie pressure
Leing experienced shall be a kind fhat will
give the people greater control, instead of
less control. The tendency of the Press to-
day is to strengthen vested interests, to
strengthen the eonfrol exercised by the 9 per
cent, to whom T have already referred—neg-
lecting, or reducing, or minimising the power
of the mass of the community. For exam-
ple, the resolntion fathered by the Bunbury
Municipal Council was enthusiastically dis-
tributed among, and in some cases enthus-
instically reecived by, various local govern-
ing bodies. Some local governing bodies,
realising that the matfer was heyond their
scope, appreciating that their organisation
represented only a section of the community,
the rate-paying section, decided—and in my
opinion very wisely—to take no action; hut
the faet remains that numerous local govern-
ing hodies agreed that some curtailment in the
naumber of members of Parliament, or some
reduction of parliamentary salavies, or some
re-organisation ov reform of our own State
Parliament, must take place. I wish to
point out that the Parliaments of Austraha
are really the only people’s organisations that
we have. Let us deal with our own Parliament
in partienlar. This Assembly is the people’s
organisation. Tt is created on a hasis of
absolute equality of opportunity; everrbody
votes in the same way, and cverybody is
Lrought down or raised to the same level
After every third year the eitizens of
adult age are ealled upon to mark ballot
papers and thus decide the constitution of

(7]

-people.
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the next Assembly. Parliament is essenti-
allv a people’s organisation. If we reduce
the power and the representation of the
people’s organisation, we automatically in-
erease the power of those who exploit the
For instance, there are no public
organisations which are not anzious to in-
fluence Parliament in one way or another.
The Labour Party are anxious to inerease
their representation and to use Parliament
for the furtherance of their poliey. The
National Party work in the same direction.
Country members are anxious for the pniiti-
cal welfare of their party.

The Minister for Lands: You believe in
non-party government, then?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Take a football
ciub, even, In some measure sporting bodies
are at times anxious to use Parliament for
the furtheranee of their particular welfare.
A footbali elub may want a Class A reserve
made available to it, to have the exclusive
right of playing on it and using it for the
particular advantage of its members. Agri-
cultural socicties are anxious to influence
Parliament so that railway freight for stoek
travelling to shows may be reduced. And
g0 on; onc eould multiply similar illnstra-
tions. Organisations formed for all kinds
of purposes are still all anxious more or
less fo use Parliament for the benefit of those
associated with the organisations. There-
fore, just as Parliament is weakened, the
slrength of those who try to nse Parliament
is increased. The more representative a Par-
liament is, the more it can give representa-
tion to the hody of people within a given
area, and ean take into considerafion the
physical possthility of a given area being
represented by one member, the more we do
towards distributing representation so as to
make Parliament a true reflex of the opinions
of the people, the more do we strengthen that
Parliament, the more do we at the same
time weaken the organisations that try fo
use Parliament. But if we do the reverse, we
weaken Parliament, and arrive at a position
even more vicious than that existing to-day,
as outlined in the lecture of Professor
Fox. I declare emphatieally that I am
not prepared to reduee in any way the
efficiency of Parliament and the representa-
tion of the people as existing to-day. Those
things have heen reviewed on various oeea-
sions, and the eonclusion has been reached
that in view of the enormous areas members
have to represent, in view of the gigantic
extent of the State and the widely-scattered
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natuve of its population, it is not possible
to have a truly representative Assembly with
u smaller namher of members than the pre-
sent. Again, there is the guestion of reduc-
ing the payment to memhers. My own view
is that the payment now obtaining is alto-
gether toe small. If we reduce a member’s
inecome below the capacity to maintain lhim-
self and his family decently, we again limit
the number of persons available as parlia-
mentary representatives. In that way we
might exelude some of the most eapable
members. It is possible that some members
are experiencing difficulties to-day. T ean
ouite appreciate that, having regard to the
expenses associated with parliamentary
duties, there may even now be difficulty in
maintaining the position of a member of
Parliament in such a way as to eommand
respect from his constituents, in condueting
oneself in snch a wayv as to gain the respect
of those who look to Parliament for a lead
in most matters. Therefore I am not one
of those who suhseribe to any attack of
that deseription. My view is that the only
reform which conld be made in this Par-
liament as now constituted, from a State
point of view, is to reduce, as I have alveady
emphasised, the rights and privileges of the
9 per cent. who have a special Chamber of
their own in the Legislative Counecil. On
this matter I have been voicing my opinton
for the 1ast®30 years, and I do not wish to
take up time with it this afternoon. Iow-
ever, members who hear in mind the rights
of the people must appreciate that it is
wrong to give a section of the community
a specinl Chamber, with the special privi-
lege of interfering with the rights of the
people. No Parliament should be consti-
toted so as to bhe otherwise than truly re-
presentative of the people. Where there
is a sccond Chamber representing vested
interests, gross injustice iz bheing done
to the people, and it is
pected that the people

fied, will discontinne expressing their
opposition and  discontent, while they
are vepresented in one House only, the vther
House being representative merely of vested
interests. \While we have been speaking of
what we should do from a State point of
view, the Federal Governmemnt have heen most
aetive in intensifving their centralised con-

will be satis-

trol. T think it can fairly be =aid
that the present TFederal Government
have heecome aggressive. and  especi-
ally so during recent months. Detaiis

not to be ex- -
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of this have hbeen placed on record by
various members, but I want to draw atien-
tion to the State’s submission to the inroads
gradunally being made on State powers by
the Federal Government. I know perfectly
well that members ave influenced by party
considerations; one ean never get away from
that position.

The Minister for Lands: You except your-
self, of course.

Tlon, W. 1. JOHNSON: [f Mr. Scullin
biad done what Mr. Lyons has been doing of
recent times in connection with State Con-
stitutions and State rights, the hon. member
interjecting would be loud in his protests;
but because it is done by Mr. Lyons, of
course it has a different aspect. The Min-
ister might not like it, but his protest would
not be of that vigour which carries convie-
tion. | know perfectly well that we are alf
more or less tarred with the same brush;
that the politieal complexion of the Govern-
ment doing certain things does influence us
to a certain extent. But, allowing for all
this, I am still disappointed in regard to the
attitude of this State on what [ describe as
an aggression upon State rights by the
present Federal Government. In my opinion,
members have been most inefficient in ex-
posing previous extensions of centralised
authority. The silence of an allegedly fear-
less secession movement is most significant.
That movement is supposed to be active in
proteeting the rights of the State, and iu ex-
tending the powers of the State. That move-
ment is supposed to be ultimately desirous
of bringing Western Australia outside the
centralised control altogethey, leaving {o this
State the full power of government within
the State. When the Lyons Government
assailed the rights of the New South Wales
Parliament, assailed the very Constitution of
New South Wales, 1 heard nothing from

- geeessionists on the subject of that encroach-
‘ment.

In that instance we seec a definite
move by the Governmeut of the day for the
purpose of preventing the State functioning
as its Government desired. It is true that
tha Premier of this State voiced a kind of
objection, but he took no active part in
assisting New South Wales agninst the en-
eroachinent of the Federal Government. It
is on reecord that Tasmania did take up the
cudgels on behalf of New South Wales to
prevent the injustice being done, but here in
Western Australia, the only State in the
Commonwealth that posseszes an organisa-
tion we were led to believe was ready to pro-
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test against Federal encroachments and had
spent time and money in endeavouring to
educate the people regarding the advantages
of extending State rights, it is signilicant
that nothing was heard from the Dominion
League, an arganisation supposed to be fear-
less and militant in its setivities. Not a
word was heard from that organisation in
condemnation of the drastic action taken hy
the Federal authorities against the Govern-
ment of New South Wales. Then guite re.
cently control was taken by the Federal Gov-
ernment with regard to the expenditure of
money within Western Australia. I do
nut  remember the representatives of
the seecssion movemeni protesting against
that further encroachment, I read manv
letters regarding seeession, but in  not
one of them was either of (these
two instances of Federal encroachment
upon the Constitution and the rights of
the States, ever mentioned. T ask, in all
seriousness, whetlier the secession movement
in this State—we must remember that that
organisation posed as one functioning to
protect the State, leading people to believe
that all was well, and that the lecague repre-
sented a body capable of regularly and con-
sistently attending to matters affecting the
welfare of the State—is content fo allow

activities of that deseription to go un-
challenged? TYet all the time there has been

this gradual enceroachment upon our eonsti-
tutional rights, to whiclh reference was made
by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do vou not
know that the object of the League is to
hring about secession?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON ; IF the seces-ion-
ists are prepared to allow the present
policy to continue, with its gradual but
sure absorption of the vights of the Siate,
it is not secession that they will get, but
rather unification.

The Minister for Agriculture: Would
not all these matters constitute good argu-
ments in favour of secession at the right
time 7

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am inelined
to think it will be too late to make use of
these arguments in view of the gradual
absorption of our rights with the consen*
—I say that advisedly—of the secession
movement, Tt is useless closing the stable
door after the horse has gone. The seces
sion movement should fight vigorously
against the extension of Federal powers.
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Mr. Griffiths: Have not protesis been
made by the seore, and no notice taken of
them?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSBON: The hon. mem-
ber may have written and spoken on the
subject but, as far as 1 know, there has
never heen any publie discussion or organ-
ized attempt by the so-called Dominion
League on a scale likely to impress the
public. I do not know of any special effort
being mwade with regard to the attack upon
Yew South Wales nor vet the encroach-
ment upon the eontrol of expenditure in
Western Australin by the movement that
the member for Avon {Mr. Griffiths) is so
anxious to defend.

Mr. Sampson: A public meeting was
held at His Majesty’s Theatre at which
2,000 people attended, and resolutions
were carried affirming the desirability of
secession.

Hon, \WV. D, JOHNSON: That is so, but
white people carry resolutions affirming
the desirability of secession, unifieation i-
gradually hecoming an accomplished fact.
Instead of emphasising Federal encroach-
ments upon our Constitutional rights, the
Dominion League discusses impracticable
matters, when practical services could be
rendered in the divection I have indicated.

Mr. Sampson: Then let us pass a Bill
giving the people the right fo vote on
secession. You can help us.

Hon, . D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her will see what T am driving at directly.
The Federal Government are gradually
picking the State’s pockets, and extracling
our revenue. As a kind of sop they are
returning some of the money they take, as
compensation in regard to the impossible
task the State is endeavouring to acecom-
plish in balaneing the Budget.  While
Western Australia secured an increased
disabilities grant, we still cannot halance
the Budget. Despite the inereased amount
returned to the State, we caonot make
hoth ends meet. We are still in the finan-
cial difficulty that has confronted the Gov-
ernment cver since they took office. All
the eneronchments of the Federal Govern-
ment are in the direetion of depressing
State finances, euriailing the income of
the State, and, at the same time, leaving
us with all the burden of expenditure. T
suggest the time has arrived when we
should review the Constitution. I believe
some organisation is necessary to review
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anification from the State point of view.
Unification is gradually being forced upon
us.  Speaking on that subjeet some time
ago, I said that T objected to piecemeal uni-
fication hecause it was an unfair way of
approaching the subject. It is wrong for the
Federal aunthority to perpetually extend
their powers of control. T hecame alarmed
when they wmade their attack upon New
" South Wales. If it is right, constitutionul
and desirable that the Federal Government
should atteek a State, 2 New South Wales
was attacked, there ecan bhe no limit to what
the TFederal authority can do. We should
take official notice of this gradual ahsorp-
Jion of State powers. Instead of allowing
the Federal Government to take piecemenl
control of our revenue, which makes it more
diffieult for us to earrv out our work of de-
velopment and of straightening out the fin-
ances, we should appoint a special commis-
sion to review the sitwation from the State
point of view, and to issuve a deelaration in-
dieating, if onr righis are to be gradually
encroached upon in the future as in the past
with unifieation as the unltimate result, just
what kind of unification the State desires,
I do not say I am in favour of unifieation,
but T am not blind to the faet that it is
being forced upon uvs. T do not desire to
wake up one morning and find that the Fed-
eral aunthovity has bheen extended so much
that we must go eap in hand te make terms,
at a time when our position is wenkened.
On the eontrary, we should go into the
matter and declare what the State desires
al this juncture, rather than wait until onr
owers have heen whittled away from us,
We should not be silent on that matter. The
Press is spreading a kind of fear amongst
public men indicating that if they say any-
thing regarding unification, they are not
loyal to the State. T want to be loyal to my
State, but I do not want outsiders to eu-
eroach upon my rights as a citizen of the
State, without tabnlaiing those encroachments
and aseertaining to what extent they prevent
the possibility of the State continuing to
function. If we find we eannot continue to
function as a State, then let us state defin-
itely along our own lines what unified svs-
tem we suggest must be introduced. I em-
phasise the economic impossibility of main-
taining all the Parliaments we are endeav-
ouring to retain in Australia to-day. The
economic situation will compel us to review
the position, It is impossible, with 6,300,000
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people, to attempt to continne as we are
doing to-day. There are increasing deficits
in each State, with variations here and there,.
but year in, year out, they continue to in-
crease enormously. The finaneial situation
must be steadied. I cannot see how it can
he limited or the finaneial difficulties redueed
with State Parliaments constituted as they
ave to-day, T want Western Australia to as-
sume the initiative, review the position and
ascertain what ean be put in shape ready for
submission to the Federal autherities, who
will then be forced by pressure to refrain
from further encroaching upon State activi-
ties. Ifollowing up the cconomie situation,
we were led to helieve that we would seeure:
some appreciable results from the Ottawa
Conference.

The Minister for Lands: We have not vet
had time to hencfit.

Hen., W. D, JOHXNSOXN: In anticipation
of practical results, we sent an excessively
expensive delegation. In my opinion, too:
many delegates and officials were sent to Ot-
tawa, and I sappese we shall ultimately he
presented with the hill for expenses, which
will cover an amount more than Australia
can nafford to pay and much more than was
necessary, T question whether the resnlis
from Ottawa will justify the expenditure.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
2d. per bushel on wheat?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I will come to
that, It is difficult to judge what the results,
if any, will be. Mr. Bruce is eonstantly mak-
ing speeches that are hroadeast or eahled
to Australia telling us that we can expeect
something, but it is significant that the op-
timistic referenees to Ottawa achievements
come from the delegates themselves. Ouf-
side the delegates and the organisation that
sent them, no opinion has emphasised that
any actnal results will ensue.

The Minister for Lands: There hag not
heen time to learn what was done at Qitawa.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: We ought to
know something.

The Minister for Lands: We shall know
in n week’s time.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: 1 am speaking
of what I ean judge {rom the reporis pub-
lished to date. T have been watching for
some indication that Australia will benefit,
but so far T have not been able to discover
anvthing.

Mr, Kenneally: The Prime Minister's state-
ment in Parliament yesterday was sufficient.
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Hon. W. D, FJOHXNSOX : There has heen
an improvement in ihe prices of Australia’s
two main staple commodities.  Wheat is
graduaily but surely firming.

The Minister for Lands: And so are our
stocks.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Ottawn has had
no eftect on the firming of wheat, Let us
hope that the upward tendeney will be main-
tained. Wool, fortunately, has also firmed.
As to those {wo commodities, we shall not
benefit from the Ottawa eonference.  Thn
inerease is due purely te inHation. Ameriea
has made enormous sums of wmoney available
for eirculation in that ecountry. Berause
money has been wade cheaper and distri-
buted more liberally, commodity prices have
increased. People are buying more because
there is more money with which to buy it. In
to-day’s paper relerences are made by the
Slahilisation Board that owing to the amount
ol money available, they are able to do
certain things regarding the stored wheat
and cotton. The Bank of England has ad-

"opted a similar policy of making money
cheaper and freer. During the last few
weeks Mr. Montague Novman, head of thn
Bank of England, has been to America, and
coinciding with his visit we find money be-
coming easicr and eredits heing extended.
Consequently the prices of those two com-
modities have firmed. What has happened is
exactly what Mr. Theodore suggesied to the
Attorney General at the econference he
attended.  Mr. Theodore suggested that
money should be made a little easier in Ans-
tralin as a result of infiation.

The Attorney General: Why pick me?

Houn. W. D. JOHNSON: I understood
the Attorney General was present wher Mz,
Theodore outlined hizs policy originally for
the extension of credit hy £18,000,000,

The Minister for Lands: He also said he
did not believe in inflation.

Hon. W. 1. JOENSON: He did not be-
lieve in the kind of inflation that the Minis-
ter construed his remarks to imply. Every-
one appreciates thai inflafton must be eon-
trolled. Otherwize, it wonld get out of hand,
as< it did in European countries. What Mr.
Theodore spoke of and what is now being
practised in America and England was con-
trolled inflation as advocated by the Scullin
Government.

The Attorney General: And being prae-
tised in Awnstralia to-day.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX: Yes.
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The Attorney General: It was being prac-
tised at the time of which you are speaking.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: To a limited ex-
tent only. Had it been speeded up a litile,
the position to-day would have been better.
I wish to convince the Minister for Lands
that my pessimismn regarding the results of
the Ottawa conference is justifiel. We get
A coneession on frozen meat, but chilled meat
is left free. In other words, Britain grants
u coneession on frozen meat, but no restrie-
tion is to be placed upon chilled meat. That
is easily explained. We cannot send frozen
meat to England.

The Minister for Lands:
fiozen meat to England.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: We send frozen
mutton and frozen lambs.

The Minister for Lands: And frozen heef.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A very small
quantity of frozen heef. Britain gets all
her meat chilled from the Argentine. Argen-
tine can send chilled meat to Britain: we
cannot because the distanece is too great.
Consequenily we may get a minimum result
from this concession, but the advantage held
by the Argentine to-day will continue. Ar-
gentine is financed mainly by British capi-
tal, and the existing control will be eon-
tinued by England’s importing chiiled meat
in competition with our less favoured frozen
meat.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know that
chiiled beef iz quite a dilferent proposition
from frozen. Australia exports hutter under
what is known as the Paterson scheme, and
the question arises whether any advantage to
be derived from the preference will neces-
sitate n review of the Paterson scheme, It
may be impossible for us to maintain the
Paterson scheme, and comply with prefer-
ence conditions. Then the question will arise
whether we will get any advantage. T do
not say that the Paterson scheme is econo-
mically sound, but we have organised the
hutter esport business on that basis, and
we may interfere with the established prac-
tice and do more harm than good under the
new avrangement. Already the Federal
Government have anticipated the advantage
aceruing to wine export by reducing the
hounty on Australian wine,

The Minister for Lands: That is charged
against the wine people.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON; Tt is really dif-
ficnlt to size up the position and arrive at
a conclusion as to the advantages to he

We send all
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derived by Australin from the conference.
We may get an advantage in one way and
lose it in  another way, Certain it is
that we shall he disorganising established
customs and narkets by the alieration.
I wish to emphasise that all the efforts
towards improved 1narketing will he
of no avail until we rcalise the importance
of marketing from a producer’s point of
view. We want some hetter organisation for
the marketing of our exportable surplus.
Whether it be fruit, wine or any other com-
modity, the export business must he organ-
ised in such a way as to command the atten-
tion of the public. To do this the article
must he presented in the most attractive
form, but we are not doing that because too
many people are tinkering with the business.
We are not able to concentrate and say to
one organisation, “This has to be put on the
world’s market in the most attractive way.”
In Western Australia a number of organisa-
tions are competing, but none of them is
concentrating on the question of presenting
tho article in the most attractive way. We
need an organisation that can ensure uniform
packing and labelling and a proper stand-
ardisation of weight aud quality. Other
countries that are not surpassing us for the
quality of their produce are defeating us by
presenting an inferior article in a more
attractive form. So long as we tinker with
marketing ag we are doing, so long shall we
be in diffieulties. We have heard of tao
many cooks spoiling the broth. The trouble
is that too many exporters are spoiling the
market. The outstanding need in the market-
ing of our produce is organization, and
organisation without legisiation has proved
impossihle.  Where a portion of our produe-
tion has to he marketed loecally, and the sur-
plus exported, legislative control of the
whole of the commodity is necessary to
handle it economically and market it in the
best form. Lighty per ceni. of our dried
fruits are exported. For years we tried to
econtrol the loeal market and the export
market by voluntary organisation. Numer-
ous voluntary organisations were formed.

T took |part in quite a number of
them and we fried to vregulate mat-
ters . by attending to the export of

the surplus, and at the same time the
marketing of our loeal needs. But we failed
time and again until afterwards Parliament
passed an Act giving the grape growers con-
trel of their eommodities. They are not
functioning as thev should do, and are not
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zeiting the results that should be obtained
beeause of the attitude of the Legislative
Council in limiting tlie operations of the
measure from year to year. The board that
is controlling the marketing of the com-
modity eannot interfera with a member of
the existing marketing organisation, becanse
there is no guarantee that the Aet will be
extended beyond the limit placed upon it by
the Legislative Couneil. Whal we want is
an extension of the period for a number of
years, so as to give fhe board—aot the same
board, because it is subject to clection every
vear—power of control over the commodity,
and in that way give the organisation some
degree of stability.

The Ainister for Lands: When does the
Act expire?

Hon. W, D). JOHNSO0OX: Its operations
were limifed to three years, and what we
want eannot be done in that period. Hon.
members will appreciate that what is re-
quired 1s seeurity, so that the organisation
may get the maximum results for the pro-
ducers. 1 should like to tell the House what *
has happened in eonnection with the export
of hutter. Last vear the co-operative butter
factories of this State exported ahout 25,000
cases of butter; in other words the pro-
ducers, through their own organisation, af-
tended to the export of their surplus butter.
In order to meet the requirements of the
British market, the moisture eontent of the
hutter here had to be reduced, roughly speak-
ing, to ahont 16 per eent. That was the limit
that could pass the test for export. But
while the co-operative-owned factories were
thus limiting the moisture content, the pro-
prietary concerns were coming along and
marketing bhutter with a moisture content
of up to 20 per eent. The propriefary

companies were thus exploiting the co-
operative concerns. They were getting

their returns from hbutter that had 20 per
cent. of water as compared with the buiter
that bad to be exported and also sold
locally containing 16 per cent. The
proprietary coneerns then gave the pro-
ducers n  slight inerease, and suceeeded
in eneouraging some producers to leave
the co-operative concerns and supply
ihe privately-owned factories. The latter
were able to pay a little more for the butter
Fat, becanse the product they were turning
ont contained more water. Hon. members
will thus see how the co-operatively eon-
trolled factories were penalised during the
lagt export season. The proprietary fae-
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tories nade the most of the opportunity,
and in some cases made a real welter of it.
I know that the Minister and his officers
woke up to the injustice and declared tha:
they were going to put a stop to it. Many
years ago Parliament wisely passed a Dairy
Act, a very fine piece of legislation indeed.
The Act gives the Minister absolute control
ovet dairy factories of every description,
and he has power to see that they are con-
ducted on a uniferm bhasis, producing the
best type of butter with a uniform wmoisture
enntent. The Minister for Agrieulture has
promised to do quite ia lot, and T sppeal
to him to go even a litile further. He may
be surprised to know that during the last
few weeks butter has heen coming down with
a 19 per cent. moisture content, and it has
been sold under the eves of the officers of
the department.

The Minister for Aprienlture: There was
a flaw in the regulations, but now that is
being put right.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I am glad to
hear that, beeause grave injustice was being
inflicted on other butter producers. Tt is
satisfactory to know that the weakness in
the regulation that permitted that kind of
thing to take place has been discovered.
and that it is to be remedied. T hope now
that the officers of the department will
vigorously enforce the provisions of the Act.
I want the Minister also to realise that just
as eontrol is required with regard to dairy-
ing, so is it needed in respect of dried fruits.
I realise that there is no need to control
commodities that are marketed locally, but
if we produce commodies of an export gunal-
ity in excess of loeal requirements, then youn
eannot possibly regulate the marketing of
that commodity other than by legislation.
Lock at the mess we are making with the
famb trade to-day. It is wonderful what
we in this State are able to produce, but
we are not marketing our products as they
should be marketed, and neither are we exer-
cising that contrel which is necessary. We
have nat authority to say that the export
nuality of lambs shall he of a certain stand-
ard, and that anvene who has fat lambsz
shall take his share of the export responsi-
bility, leaving sufficient for the State's needs.
To-day there is nobody with authority. Any-
one can go to a salevard and buy what he
considers suitable for export. Nobody has
auy right to sav, “That is an exportable
sheep or lamb, and can be sent direct fo
the eentral killing and freezing place,” and
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in that wav avoid double or perhaps treble
handling. I have pointed oni over and
over again in the House that we are losing
an enormous amount of money becaunse of
our inefficieney regarding the marketing of
our produeis. We are likewise suffering
because of our want of control. I urge
upon the Minister, at the earliest possible
date, to introduce legislation on the lines
of that enforced in New South Wales and
Queensland so that we max organise in the
direction of assisting the producers, We
would not in any way interfere with the
local consumers, hut we should get rid of
onr surplus produets on the warld’s markets
and obtain better prices. Before T conclude,
let me give one illustration. I shall take
the export of eggs. One of the higgest
distributors in London 1is a man named
Munre. He is huying from two or three
organisations in Western Australia. One
man sends eggs to Munro in London. an-
other man 1is doing the same, and
very likelv so is a third man, the
result  heing  that JMunro has three
eompetitors supplying Western Austra-
lian eggs. We know what human nature
is. TIf there were only one seller, as there
should be in a State like ours, there wonld
not bhe competition in selling, and the one
burer in London would have to make his
purchases from the one seller, To-dav in
regard to all omr commodities we have a
multiplicity of sellers, and a limited number
of buvers. It should be the other way
ahout. That is done in Queensland and
New Sounth Wales to a great extent.
We could do it Detter in Western Aus-
tralia, beeaunse generally speaking we bave
better commodities, and it only requirves
the appreciation of Parliament as to what
is taking plaece to give the producers an
arganisation for marketing similar to that
which exists for the marketing of wheat.
I have already placed ou record what has
been done by the wheat pool. For many
vears there was no direet control, but after
the establishment of the pool. the position
was revolutionised. We have for the pro-
ducers a seat on the Baltie Exchange where
the advantages and the superiority of
Western Australian wheat are constantly
brought ander the notice of the greatest
oreanisation in the world. That eould
never have been done without some kind of
eompulzory organisation. The wheat pool,
all the same, is not organized as one would
wish. T i= 60 per cent, efficient, and if we
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had 100 per cent. efficiency we can imagine
what the result would be, espeecially when
we remember the success that has followed
the 60 per cent. efficieney. We believe we
are suffering from world econcmic dificul-
ties. It is agreed that we cannot adjust
economics in  Western Australin  unless
something be done throughout the world.
But we ean do a good deal in regard to
our export commodities if we tackle the
problem in the right way. 1 helieve that
while a Hlttle consideration was given to
credit and currency at Ottawa, that con-
sideration was limited to the percentage of
toll put upon production by invested capital,
I was pleasea to see that the economists
that attended the Ottawa Conference im-
pressed on the delegation that the foll of
invested eapital upon the valne of produe-
tion was getting altogether out of propor-
tion, and that that toll was largely con-
tributing to the present diffienlty. As far
as T can see, the consideration given to
credit and to eurrency at the Ottawa Con-
ference was really to gather detailed know-
ledge in regard to the toll upon production
by invested eapital, so that the information
would be available at the great Eeonomie
Conference to be held in London. Those
of us who have been studying this rues-
tion have been waiting patiently for the
London econfercnee. We did expect that
the Teague of Nations would be able to
accomplish something, but owing to the
faet that America is not associated with
the League, the League’s operations have
been limited. The League has dene a con-
siderable amount of edncational work, but
apart from that its actual accomplishment is
limited because the League is not truly
representative. The forthcoming London
conference will be fruly international. All
the nations of the world are expected to
send delegates for the purpose of trying to
arrive abt economic reconstruetion. In my
opinion, if we could but overcome three
outstanding needs, we would make con-
siderable progress towards re-establish-
ment. I refer to the complete suspension
or cancellation of war debts, a review of
reparations, and the creation of an infer-
national! bank of reserve. I believe the war
debts must amitimately go, and the zooner
the better for all the nations of the world.
Again, we can sce that we shall always have
discontent and possibly revolution while
the injustiee of the reparation payments ex-
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ists. And the control of gold is a great dis-
turbing factor, possibly the greatest after
the war debts. If the control of gold were
in the hands of one strong representative
international hank of reserve, the gold could
be used to stabilise the various countries of
the world, helping those in distress and
eradually stabilising commodity prices. But
the sad side of it is that just at the time
when we arve all getiing optimistie, the in-
formation eomes that Ameriea is going to
limit the consideration of economie matters
at the London conference, that she is going
fo bar all disenssion of war debts. Should
that happen, I do not know that mueh re-
snlt from the conference can e looked for.
Tt is very sad that, just when there is op-
portunity to do something for the suffering
humanity of the world, one nation, the one
that conld contribute most fo the re-estab-
lishment of cconomic eondifions, is taking
up a hostile attitude. T want to differ frow
the statement made last night by the Min-
igter for Unemployment Relief that the pre-
sent svstem of pavt-time and partial em-
ployment is the best method of overcoming
the existing unemployment dilBeulty. In the
discussion on the Supply Bill T said, and 1
want to repeat it now, that what is necessary
is to re-establish men in industry on the fall
purchasing power of the wages earned. In
ather words, we requive fo inerease the num-
ber of consumers. To-day the great mass
of the working population are really on a
bread-and-jam basis. Ther arve not buying
the necds of their fainilies and, their homes;
they ave not able to get theiv clothing., This
has been emphasised over and over again.
S0 what is the use of perpetuating that, of
the Covernment saying, “We bave a little
money and we are going to expend it on part
time so fav as it will go?? If the Minister or
the Government would reverse that policy and
say, “We are going to put as many men on
full-time work on the hasic wage as the
money will permit.” the Government would
then be making the workers consumers in
the full sense, the money would start to
How, and we should have rchahilitated in-
dustry to the extent of the expenditure of
the money available. But to-day we are not
doing that. The workers ave not consumers
in the fnll sense of the word, but are on a
hread-and-jam hasis, instead of heing able
to buy all the commodities required for their
homes and their families. In my own elee-
torate recently 70 or #0 men were re-em-
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ployed at the Midland Junction Workshops
on full time. A fair proportion of those
men live in Midland Junection. Some of the
business men of the town have told me that
they could see a definite improvemeni in
business in consequence of the employment
of those men on full time, and that there
was a better tone discernible throughout the
Midland distriet. The point of it was that
the re-employed men, being on full fime,
were consumers once more, and as a result
business became more buoyant, I helieve
that is the way in which we shall have to
overcome our difficulties. I am no believer
in this part-time employment. Tt is not to
the advantage of the State, nor do I think
it is of much use to the unemployed. Of
course we must maintain sustenance pay-
ments, but T want the Minister to try to get
an expert investigafion into this matter,
for I think it would ultimately be found
that by giving full-time employment we
would reach stability much faster than we
are likely to do under existing conditions.
Frequently has the Premier snid that work
begets work. That is quite right, The more
men we put on at full time, the greater will
he the cumulative resnlt, for those men in
turn will influence the employment of other
men, and so the good work will extend. But
while we have partial employment we shall
never get very far. If we review those in-
dustries and husinesses and activities that
have not taken any notice of the depression,
but have gone ahead as usual, it will he seen
that they have taken every advantage of
the Financial Emergency Act in point of
wages, but have maintained their prices and
charges just as before ihe depression. Fhose
are the concerns that are fourishing and
paying big dividends, while those that got
searved and started to cut rates and prices
and services have been losing ground. An
outstauding illustration will be found in the
hanks. The emergeney legislation has not
interfered with the banks, for they were defi-
nitely excluded frowm it.

The Minister for Lands: Their profits have
been considerably rrduced.

Hon. W. I). JOHNSON: That may be so,
but still their profits are gveater than the
profits of those other eoncerns thateut down
evervihing from the beginning. Certainly
the hanks have not been penalised to the ex-
tent that other firms and companies have.
Because the hanls maintained their business
as usual, they have not suffered anything
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like those other organisations that became a
bit windy and started to euwrtail. Another
outstanding illustration is the West Austra-
lian Newspapers Ltd. There is an organisa-
tion that has maintained the priee of 2d. for
its daily newspaper. When first the price of
that paper was raised from 1d. to 2d., the
newsprint was costing the company about
£80 per toi. To-day the price of newsprint
is £30 per ton, notwithstanding which that
company refuses to restore the original price
of the newspaper, namely, one penny. Cer-
tainly that company is not ou part time.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
their prices for advertisements have been
considerably reduced.

Hor. W. D. JOENSON: [ koow thai the
service rendered by the newspaper to the
public has been reduced.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 wish to stress
the fact that the “West Australian” News-
papers Ltd. have maintained the price of
their produet, although the raw material is
costing to-day roughly £30 instead of £80. I
have seen no ammouncement of a proposal to
reduce the advertising rates. This organisa-
tion has maintained its price, but has taken
advantage of the reduction in wages pro-
vided by the Financial Emergency Act.
LU'nder the present economie situation the
company have been able to earn for their
shareholders a very substantial profit. It is
impossible from the published figures to say
what the profits have heen, but we know
that the eapital is £477,000, and that in a
short space of time a veserve amounting to
about £130,000 has been built up. The profit
made this vear was £61,000 compared with
E57,000 Tast year. A dividend on the share
capital has been declared at the rate of about
13 per cent. This is an indication that when
one maintains one’s activity at the priee set
down previous to the depression, one gets
hetter results than wounld be the case if a
cheeseparing policy was adopted, and there
was a general rveduction in wages. I would
apply that principle to my contention that
we should give the worker an opportunity
to re-establish himself, get hack to his original
price, and once more be put upoen a paying
basis. This newspaper, which makes a sub-
stantial profit for its sharcholders, is to-day
supporting one of the most eruel euts that has
ever hbeen made. A certain saving is to he
effected by the Federal Government by
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taking from old age pensioners a matter of
£1,000,000, as their contribution towards the
economie situation. The “West Australian”
believes that is just. I appeal fo the paper
to think a little deeper, and ask if it is
raasonable that the company should he pay-
ing dividends to the exient they are doing,
and yet claim that it is impossible
to maintain a payment of 17s. 6d. a
week to old age pensioners. T take strong
exception to the aciion of the Federal Gov-
errment in penalising the pensioner bevond
what he has already been penalised. I
used all my influence against the previous
cut, and joined with others in the effort to
bave the amount reinstated at the earliest
possible moment. T also took part in the
last Federal election eampaign. All the can-
didates I listened to endorsed the proposal
that one of the first payments that shonld
be reinstated to the original ficure was the
£1 a weck to old age pensioners,  There
were no indications hy the supporters of the
Lyons Government that they proposed to
endorse further cuts in these pensions. Had
they made the slightest announcement to
that effect, it is questionable whether the
Lyons party would have heen returned. The
party which either endorsed or condoned the
cub of 2s. 6d. a week certainly suffered. The
supporters of the Lyons party veceived n
certain amount of support becanse it was
assumed they were opposed to that cut. Had
they strongly supported it on the hustings,
and conveyed the idea that they would agree
to a further reduection, I do not think there
would have been any Lyons Government in
Australia. It is wrong to place such a bwr-
den upon those least able to hear it. There
should be a public outery against this iin-
position. We should he afforded an oppor-
tunity to discuss the matter in this Cham-
ber, and make representations for the pro-
tection of aged persons within our own bor-
ders. I helieve the Returned Soldiers
League, many of whose members enjoy pen-
sions, would take an aective part in prevent-
ing the singling-out of aged persons for a
penalty of this deseription. I trust the peo-
ple of the State will endorse the protest al-
ready made, and that the community will
raise one voice unanimously in support of
that protest.

Mr. Marshall: One section of the com-
munity has heen reduced 221 per cent., bot
it is now proposed to take 25 per cent. off
the old age pensioners.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W, I}, JOINSOXN: When the Bud-
get 15 hrought down I shall want an explana-
tion of what it is proposed to do with the
Iand that is to be cleared at Frankland River
by the unemployed. When the Minister for
Lands proposed to elear land at Nornalup,
the Chambher limited his activities in a cer-
tain direction.

The Minister for Lands:
did not do so.

Houn. W. D. JOHNSOXN:
his aection.

The Minister for Lands: You did not.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: He did not go
to the extent orviginally suggested. 1f he has
gone as far as that, he has not indieated it
to the House.

The Minister for Lands: 1 said we were
limiting the scheme to 100 persons, and we
have done so.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: At the outset
more than that number was talked of. Theve
are hundreds of thousands of acres of high-
class land, as good as, if not better than, any-
thing else in the South-West, lying close to
existing railways, and held in an unimproved
condition.

The Minister for Lands: Where?

Hen., W, D, JOHNNSON: There are tens
of thousands of acres between Bunhury and
Bridgetown. One can travel for miles
thirough beautiful eountry, some of it ring-
barked and a good deal of it in its virgin
state, but all of it is privately owned.

The Minister for Lands: It is available,
but at a priee we could not afford to pay.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: No individual
should be allowed to penalise the State in
that way.

The Minister for Lands: Things were
worse when youn were Minister for Lands,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: This land bas
heen manopolised for years.

The Minister for Lands: And it was when
vou were Minister.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: At that time
other aetivities were going on, although I
nmay not have dove all T should have done.

The Minister for Lands: You counld not do
it then.

Hon. W. D. JOAUNSON: 1 was Minister
for Lands during the war period when we
had other problems to tackle. Iiven if T was
lax, it is an ouistanding reproach against
all Governments that this land should he left
unimproved, and that we should be going

The Chamber

We influenced
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miles away from it in order to put paople
on the land. Before any of this new land
can profitably be utilised, it must be linkad
up with railway communication. The pri-
vately-owned areas are close to a railway,
and close to butter factories, sawmills and
other activities that are necessary for econ-
omie production, It is within the power of
the Government to declare that they no longer
intend to have areas of unimproved land ly-
ing idle alongside existing railways, and be
forced to go to remote parts of the State
to bring about land settlement. T am
oppesed to the clearing operations that are
guing on now. T warn the Minister that
if he elears land and does not immediarely
settle it, undergrowth will become stronger
than ever, and the clearing ecosts will be
greater than the original costs. e went
through that experience at Denmark. Many
tens of thousands of pounds were wasted
at Denmark because we cleared the area
and then had dilRenlty in settling it. We
shall experience graver difficulties as Te-
gards the land now being cleared. 1 ven-
ture the opinion that that land will have to
be recleared, and that the new growth will be
more difficult to eope with than the original
growth was. T wish to rvefer to just
two or three local matters. I appeal to the
Government to vealise that something is
wanted as regards the administration of fire
brigade matters. The Fire Brigades Board
is nltogether too cxpensive to-day. The levy
put npon property holders and ratepayers is
beyond the nceds of to-day. The Aet which
the board administers is 20 or 25 years old,
an untterly obsolete measure. We know that
fire fighting in the metropolitan area is de-
finitely associnted with transport.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Do you suggest the
volunteer system?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : I suggest a com-
mangense system, I recognise that we can-
not have two systems in one area. If it has
proved to be essential to have permanently
paid firemen to fight fire in most parts of the
melropolitan area, that system should be
made general throughout the area. The
matter was reviewed some vears ago, and the
authorities recognised a2 permanently Ppaid
fire brigade to be essential for the protection
of property in the metropolitan area. For
special reasons, one or two exceptions were
made: but it was definitely agreed, and an
honourable understanding was arrived af,
that no extension of the utilisation of volun-
teer firemen would be made within the metro-
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politan arca. The member for Nedlands
(Hon. N, Keenan) while Chief Secretary
ignored that honourahle understanding, and
made other arrangements. Although I pro-
test against that, the point I wish to make
is that fire fighting is a metropolitan aetivity,
and not a district activity. Fremantle fire-
fighters e¢an reach Perth in very quick
time to assist the fire fighters here.
It iz quite a simple matter to wmobi-
lise all  those  activilies in  and
around the metropolitan area. District
divistons are not necessary. The matter of
fire fighting could 'be eentralised, or it
could he confined to two or three organisa-
tions. The econtinuance of the obsolete
multiplicity of organisations is unduly ex-
pensive.  [n my own electorate, the Five
Brigades Board proposed to build another
fire station at Bassendean. I am glad the
local road board protested against that
course. There is no need for fire stations
so close together when transport has been
revolutionised to sueh an extent in fire
fishting appliances. Therefore 1 trust the
Ciovernment will appreciate the need for
economising in this regard. The Fire
Brigades Board is too expensive an insti-
tution to-day; its administration is out of
date; and great economies could be ef-
fected by an amendment of the Act and a
review of the board’s activities. In con-
elusion, let me express my hope that in
the Budget the Government will make some
pronouncement as to relief for the primary
producers. A special Royal Commission
investigated the position of the wheat-
growers in particular, and made recom-
mendations. So far as I know, few if any
of those ‘recommendations have been
adopted.

The Minister for Lands:
read the report.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON:
carefully.

The Minister for Lands:
recommendations that
adopted.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have no
hesitation in saying that the Minister
would have great difficulty in mentioning
one recommendation that has been adopted
in its entirety.

The Minister for Lands:
all about that.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The Govern-
ment have tinkered with some of the re-

You have not

I read it most

Tell us some
have not been

I will tell you
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commendations, adopting portions of them;
but generally speaking the Government
have ignored the Commission’s vital recom-
mendations. Those recommendations which
would prove of assistance to the primary
producers have been ignored, and the pri-
mary producers have been allowed to toil
on under impossible conditions. I have v
ferred to the fact that the State is strug-
gling under impossible conditions, The case
of the primary producers is similar. They
are saddled with debt to suech an extent
that now they have to make compound in-
terest payments. That could be avoided
if only the Government would provide
means for funding the liabilities. T do not
suggest that we should at this stage write
the liabilities off, but thay should he funded
so as to protect the producers against de-
mands for eompound interest. The existing
position is impossible. The Minister for
Agriculture knows that what I say is true,
Wheatgrowers and woolgrowers are abso-
lutely afraid of commeodity prices rising,
for they know perfecily well that those to whom
they owe money will then be most exaet-
ing in their demands for payment. To-day
the creditors are giving the farmer a rest;
but the liabilities are his, and interest is
heing charged up. As soon as ever he gets
a little return over the cost of what he
produces, efforts will be made to collect
from him the interest burden he has ae-
cumulated. In other words, he will be
kept right down to the level on which he
is struggling to-day. His standard of liv-
ing bas become deplorably low. The dan-
ger can be avoided if only the Minister
will take action to fund some of the lia-
bilities which have accumulated during the
last two or three years, and to spread their
payment over a number of years to be de-
cided in accordance with the farmers’ posi-
tion, thus preventing the liabilities from
producing further interest burdens. It
could be done by declaring a moratorinm in
regard to those debts. By that means the
whole position could have been relieved
in a practical way which would have given
new heart to our primary producers. To
me it is extraordinary that representatives
of couniry constituencies, influentially
situated so far as the Government are con-
cerned, allow this question to drift. That
is quite wrong. Every day the farmers are
getting worse and worse off. They are be-
coming more depressed as their debts in-
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crease. They see the inferest burden con-
tinuing to pile up. The women and child-
ren, in partieular, are beginning to wondec
whether they will ever see brighter times
again. I ask the Government to do a little
more than appoint Royal Commissions. We
have bad a Royal Commission on wheat-
growing; and nothing has resulted from
that, so far as I am aware. We have had
a Royal Commission on dairying and group
settlament, I do not know what is going
to be done with regard to the recommenda-
tions of that Royal Commission. T have
not seen any active move on the part of
the Government to earry them into effect.
Above all, T consider that when Royal Com-
missions are appointed, Parliament should
have an opportunity of discussing their re-
ports.

The Minister for Lands:
has.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Govern-
ment should suggest the period for a dis-
cussion. The idea of private members hav-
ing to move for consideration of the reports
of Roval Commissions appointed by the
Government is, in my opinion, wrong.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
no other Royal Commission report has ever
been investigated by this House as the
House investigated that last report.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: I do not know
that there was any close investigation by the
House of that Royal Commission’s report.
Certain members ¢id draw atiention to it,
and did advance a plea for consideration to
the Farmers as outlined hy the Royal Com-
mission. But Parliament itself did little or
nothing, as a Parliament, to give eonsidera-
tion to the report. We make a plea for the
unemployed, but at the same time let us not
forget those producers throughout Western
Australia who have been brought down in
income beecanse of the fall in commodity
prices, because of the fact that they are
selling below cost of production and have
beer doing so for two or three years, until
to-day their standard of living is a disgrace
for any Parliament to tolerate. I have al-
ready eontributed my share to the considera-
tion of the unemployed preblem, and I am
not unmindfnl of the fact that another large
section of the eommunity has the right to
look to Parliament for help, and to expect
from Parliament greater considerafion than
the Government have extended up to date.

So Parliament
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HON. A. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
{7.58): I rise to oppose the motion, or at
all events thai part of it which expresses
‘thanks to His Excellency the Lieut.-Gover-
nor for the Speech. I gee nothing in the
Speech to thank anyone for. Comparing
the Speech with the Notice Iaper, we see
that the Government, through the Lieut.
Governor, have made no attempt whatever
to advigse the House as to the likely pro-
gramme for this session. Members usnally
look, and the public usually look, to the
contents of the Governor's Speech for indi-
cations of the parliamentary programme for
the session. But the two or three items
which the Speech mentions are altogether
overshadowed already—hefore the adoption
of the Address-in-reply—by the notices
which Ministers have given of Bills they
propose to introduce. This fact conjures
up in my mind two or three questions. I
do not know whether we are fo treaf the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech as a promise of
certain legislation to be brought down. That
is the way in which the Speech is unsually
regarded. From the Eact that on this occa-
sion the Premier has caused only three items
to be mentioned, it may be inferred that he
has learned the lesson not to promise s
much.

The Minister for Lands: There might be
more items,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The results of
the promises which the Premier made to the
people of this country at the time of the
last election, and also his efforts to fulfil
those promises, have so disappointed the
people, and so discounted his influence on
the public mind of Western Australia, that
seemingly the hon. gentleman has determined
not to make any more promises.

Mr. Marshall: Not uniil the next election,
at any rate,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: If we on this side
could be assured that that result had been
nchieved, we would probably be satisfied
that our time here had not heen mis-spent
On the other hand, the meaning may be
something else. The promises that the Pre-
mier made to the electors at the last general
election produced such a storm of profest
that it may mean that the Premier is not in-
clined to involve the Lieut.-Governor in any
storm that may now break over his own head.
Had the Premier included a long list of
Rills in the Speech and failed to infroduce
them, as he failed to keep his gencral clee-
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tion promises, the Premier possibly thinks
that the Licut.-Governor might be included
in any consequent adverse comment. We
must regard the Speech as disappointing.
It is not an indication to the public or to
Parliament as to what the legislative pro-
gramme i5 to be. The Opposition have bheen
ebarged with having stonewalled the passage
ol the Supply Bill, which was introduced
eatlier in the session. Those who make such
an accusation against the Upposition have a
very poot opinion of our eapacity. If that
really was our best-effort at stonewalling, my
opinion of Opposition members must be
naterially altered. I do not think any speech
extended very much over one hour, and to
suggest that that was our best effort at hold-
ing up the businesz of the House, is not
much of a ecompliment to those on the Op-
position side of the House. Parliament had
been in racess for eight months, during
which the affairs of the State had drifted
from bad to worse. Tens of thousands of
our people were hangry. Men and women
throughout the State did not know where
their next meal was to eome from, or whether
they would have a shelter over their heads
that night. The Govermment introduced =z
Supply Bill, and because we held up that
meinsure, asked for information and pro-
tested against what had been happening dur-
ing the previous eight months, we were
necused of stonewalling, Tf ever the time
arrives when it will be necessary for Oppo-
sition members to stonewall, those people
who levelled that charge ngninst us will have
their eves opened, If they regard the de-
bate on the Supply Bill as stonewsliing, it
simply shows that thev do not know what
stonewalling is. It was merely a protes

voiced by Opposition memhers in the exer-

cise of their rights and duties as representa-
tives of the people.

Hon. P. Collier: And voiced with great
moderation, too.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : With exireme mod-
eration, considering what had been happen-
ing.

Mr. Marshall:
speak at all.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: During the history
of this State—I do not know that I cannot
include Parliaments in other parts as well—
there has never hefore been a Government
with so small a majority as the present that
received such considerate treatment from the
Opposition, as we have extended to the pre-

sent (Government.

Many members did not
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The Minister for Lands: You are giving
us what we gave you.

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: As I proceed, T
will endeavour to indicate what attitude was
adopted by Government members when they
sat in Oppesition. I will indicate how they
have reciprocated. Complaints have heen
made by Government members that our
criticism has been entirely destructive.

The Minister for Lands: We did not com-
plain about the stonewalling.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: One or two mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
did make that eomplaint, but the Press was
mainly responsible.

Hon. P, Collier: No case could be put up
without speaking.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1If it depended
upon Government members to state fheir
case, it would not have much effect upon the
publie. As a matter of fact, the Govern-
ment do not put up their case, hut rely npon
other people to do so for them. While we
are accused of being entirely destrnctive in
our criticism. and complaints are made that
we have not offered any suggestions for the
guidance of Parliament, it would appear that
an endeavour is heing made to assign the
Opposition a new role. For how long has
it been the responsibilify or duty of the
Opposition to provide the Government with
a legislative programme? Is it our duby to
direct the affairs of the country, and not
the duty of those hoiding Ministerial office?
When we sat on the Government side of the
House and a similar point was raised, the
present Premier, speaking as Leader of the
Opposition, replied that the people of the
State paid us to do the work. Now that he
is on the Government side of the House, he
and those with him want us to submit
a programme for them! If we consider
the disenssion on the Address-in-reply
so far as it has proceeded, we may look for
the points that can he regarded as outstand-
ing, points that have commanded most atten-
tion and require zome examination by the
Government. In my opinion two points have
been outstanding. The first referred to the
overlapping of Commonwealth and State ac-
tivities with the consequent increased costs
heaped on the country, and the second was
the need for a changed monefary policy.

The Minister for Tands: You will admit
that the latter is not in the hands of the
State.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T will show wvon
the position directly. Those have heen the
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two outstanding points of the debate so far,
and both were made by members sitting on
the Opposition side of the House. Thus, if
it is a matter of furnishing ideas and sug-
gestions as to what should be done, members
on the Opposition side of the Honse have
been responsible for the two outstanding
points raised so far. It is true that the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney) did
mzke the suggesiion that the Government
should write down the liahilities of the farm-
ers, but I invite him to he a little more ex-
plicit and say just what he meant. It will
he agreed that this touches on an outstand-
ing feature of the economie situation of the
State. We realise that Woestern Australia
depends mainly upon her primary produets.
If we eannot produce wheat and wool at a
profit, there is not much ahead of the State.
S0 when the member for Williams-Narrogin
suggested that the Government should write
down the liahilities, did he refer only to the
farmers’ liabilities to the Government, or did
he include all the Habilities, embracing money
owed to merchants as well? If he suggested
the writing-down of the total liabilities, who
does he consider should ecarry the “write-
off”? It is useless suggesting the Govern-
ment should write down liabilities if it is
merely those owed to the Government that
are to be dealt with. The pressing liahilities
of the farmers are those owing to merchants.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And to the banks.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, to ontside
private institutions. Does the member for
Williams-Narrogin suggest covering those
liabilities as well? How does he propose
writing off the liabilities, and who is to earry
the extra financial burden? Merely to make
vague proposals of this deseription withont
suggesting how they can be accomplished
does not take us very far towards a solution.
It is an important point, and 1 invite the
member for Williams-Narrogin to enlarge
upon it. When he gets his next opportunity
on the Estimates, I trust he will let us know
exactly what he means. REven sinee the in-
itiation of the debate in this House, further
encroachments by the Commonwealth on
State interests, particularly as affecting re-
venue, have heen noticed. Last year a Bill
was introduced in this Pariiament to impose
a tax on winning bets. Already one or two
States have legislation along those lines, bhut
now 1 notice that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment propose to explore that field of tax-
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ation. I am amazed to notice that no pro-
tests have been lodged by State Treasurers,
I thought the diseussion on the Supply Bill
would have awakened the Premier to a little
activity, He was assured of the unanimous
support of members of this Chamber. The
Leader of the Opposition made it perfectly
clear where he stood, and the Premier knows
where the Opposition stand. We suggested
a united protest to the Commmonwealth Gov-
ernment against the continual encroaclment
upon State spheres of action. But the Pre-
mier sat dumbly by. He has made no pro-
test and lets the matter go by default. Tt
is left to members of the Opposition to draw
public attention to the position and endeav-
our to have some action taken. The Com-
monwealth Goverument have talked about the
economies they have effected. 1 shall have
something to say about it. They propose
to cut down the old-age and invalid pensions
by 25 per cent. The poor old man or woman
who is an invalid, blind, crippled, sick, or
infirm, drawing the munificent income of £1
a week, has to suffer a veduction of 25 per
cent., while High Court judges in receipt of
£60 a week decline to give up one shilling
and the Commonwealth Government allow
them to persist in that attitude.

Member: Thai is patriotism!

Hon, A. McCALLUM: And the Common-
wealth Government talk about eguality of
sacrifice.

Mr. Marshall: Think of the Postmaster
General on £3,000 a vear. My God, it is all
right!

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The judge of the
High Court who imposed the 22 per cent.
reduction on the workers has declined to give
one shilling out of his salary to help the
Goverpment in the erisis through which they
are passing. That man, in addition to his
£60 a week, is drawing a pension from the
Queensiand Government. When, in face of
that, the Government cut the pension from
£1 to 15s. per week, it is time a strong pro-
test was made from one end of the eountry
to the other. While the Treasurer here is
heaping up huge deficits, he is allowing the
Commonwealth to eneroach upon what should
be sonrees of income o the State and is sit-
ting idly by. He and other members have
urged that, had it not been for exchange and
unemployment relief, he would practically
have balanced the Budget. He has made a
great song aboui the amount he bad to pay
by way of exchange. Where would he he
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to-day if he had not had to pay that ex-
change? He is advocating not only a re-
tention of the present rate but an inecrease
of it. If he had not the exchange he would
be in a far worse position. The money
that he is paying by way of exchange
is coming back to him in many ways. If the
prices of wool and wheat were reduced by
25 per cent.—the exchange means an in-
crease of 25 per cent. on the prices of those
commodities—where would he be? What
would become of his tinances then? Though
he puts the exchange forward as an excuse
for his deficit, he is getting the money back
in manv ways. 1 agree with him in
advocating a retention of the exchange. The
cost of exchange to the State he is getting
not only in taxation but in freights. There
is an impression abroad that we had very
much more lIoan money to spend than the
present Government have had. The Minister
for Railways repeated it last night by say-
ing, in reply to an interjection by the Leader
of the Opposition, “You had £4,000,000 to
spend in one year and from present indiea-
tions we shall not have £4,000,000 to spend
doring our term.” Oue construction that
may be placed upon his remark is he expects
an early demise of the Government.

Mr. Raphael: And it will come.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I wish to put the
other side and let the House and, I hope, the
country know the faets. In our last year
of office the loan money totalled roughly
£3,600,000. T will add the defieit that the
present Premier showed three months later.
Every member will agree that, had we re-
mained in office, the deficit would not have
been so large. The Premier raked in every
account so that every possible penny was
paid out, and he pushed back receipts until
the following financial year.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
is hardly fair.

Hon. P. Collier: It is true.

The Minister for Lands: The books
were closed on the 30th June and what you
say was not done,

Hon. A. MecCALLUM : The Minister will
not deny that the deficit would have been
considerably less had we remained in office.

Hon. P. Collier: The bigger the deficit
that year, the better it was for their first
vear of office,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: That was the ob-
ject. All Governments do that. The pre-
sent Government are not excepfions.
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The Minister for Lands: We were the
first Glovernment to close the year on the
30th June, both revenue and expenditure.

Hon., A. McCALLUM: By doing so the
Government were merely carrying out an
arrangement made by all the Premiers at
the conference. We are not denying that,
but it does not affect the issue.

Hon. P. Collier: It does not apply to
thizs point.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: T am prepared
to allow the half-million defieit. That
would bring the amount of money we had
to spend during our last year of office to
£4,100,000. The present Government had
loan money in their first year totalling
£1,750,000, and their deficit was £1,460,000
which brought the total to £3,210,000.

The Minister for Lands: Do not forget
your revenue.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The whole argn-
ment hinged on loan expenditure. Little
of the money for employment is paid out
of revenue. Additional taxation was im-
posed by the preesnt Government, inelud-
ing sales tax, hospital tax, two additional
stamp duties, totalisator tax, entertainment
tax, parliamentary allowances reduction,
income and dividend duties inereases. Tak-
ing the Treasurer’s fignres, which can be
regarded as conservative, those faxes re-
presented nothing under £400,000 for the
year.,

Hon. P. Collier: Was it not part of the
present Government’s policy to reduce
taxation?

Hon. A, McCALLUM: 1 am not dealing
with that point. I admit that they did not
collect the new taxes over the whole year,
but they enforced a wage reduction, and
distriet allowances were cut out, When we
were in office it was reckoned that ls. re-
duction for the railway men amounted to
£60,000 or £70,000 a year to the depart-
ment, but the railway men, in some in-
stances, have been reduced by as much as
30s. 2 week. Anyhow, we can say that the
present Government had £€3,610,000 against
our £4,100,000, so the difference beiween
our last year and their first year was only
half a million. That does not take into
account the wages reduction, and it is ap-
parent how badly the present Government
compare with the previous Government.
The Leader of the Opposition, in the course
of his speech, advocated the use of the
drag-line excavator for work on the drains

[ASSEMBLY.]

at Harvey, and he has been twitted by
members opposite and by writers in the
Press with having handed the other side
an argument to use against him when
bulk handling comes up for consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Childish!

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: T do not know
what attitude the Leader of the Opposition
will take towards bulk handling. It is not a
party issue; every member on this side is
free to express his opinion. But whafever
view the Leader of the Opposition takes
of bulk handling, it cannot be influenced
by his attitude on the cuestion of exea-
vating the drains at Harvey. He pointed
out that the Government had the machines,
that they were lying idle, and that interest
and other eharges on the borrowed money
had to be met. If there was a given
sum of money for the construetion of
drains and the machines were nsed, =
greater chainage could be dome with
the machines than with barrow labour.
If members opposite considered thai the
machines would have to be purchased, and

that those charges wonld not have
been incurred if the work were car-
ried on by barrow, they were ar-
guing on wrong premises. The intro-

duction of machinery does not pecessarily
mean cheapness. During my world tour T
noficed, particularly in the United States,
a conntry that is over-mechanised, that the
cheapest method of handling hricks was for
buman beings to take them in twos and hand
them on. In Sydney I saw hricks at a kiln
loaded into the body of 2 dray, the body pui
on a punt, the punt towed to Sydney, the
body lifted on to wheels and driven to a
building and then hoisted to the level where
the bricklayers were working. Still those
bricks had to be removed two at a titae hy
human hands and passed along. Nowhere
has a cheaper method of handling bricks
been found. S0 it cannot be taken for
granted that the mere fact of nsing machin-
ery will ent down costs. The point made
by the Leader of the Opposition was that
the machines were in the possession of the
Government, that the interest charges were
going on, and that the Government, instead
of using them to earn the money, had the
work done by obsolete methods. I have
noticed this session that two members on the
Government side have changed their allegi-
ance from the parly they represenfed last
year. There was a time when such an ac-
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tion was regarded as being of some signifi-
cance. In all Parliaments it is considered
that when members change their party, they
ought, from a sense of honour, return to
their electors and szeek re-endorsement.

Mr. Raphael: It is becoming a habit with
them.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Regarding the
member for Katanning, I do not think there
ie anything serious. He endeavoured to
secure the endorsement of the Country Party
at the last election, and I think it is doubt-
ful now where ke stands. We do not know
whether he is in the Country Party or not.
He may be or he may not be. He may have
been there last yvear and may not be there
now, With the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) it is an entirely different matter.
He entered the Honse as a member of the
Country Party and changed over to the Na-
tionalist Party. There was some little plum
of office held out.

Mr. Marshall:
plums, too.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: He was refused
endorsement by the Country Party. He was
rot considered a good Country Party man.
He was expelled from the Counfry Party.
Later another Government was formed, but
there were no plums for the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: Much to his disappoint-
went.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: Now he has de-
serted the Nationalist Party, and gone back
ta the old one. There may he some plums
associated with the Country Party.

Hen. P. Collier: A man who in the course
of one revolving moon was poet, fiddler,
statesman and buffoon.

Mr. Sampson: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition ean do his little bit in that way.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: ¥ do nof know how
the hon. member regards it. Even in the
short time that I have been in the House
there has heen more than one man who has
found he eould not agree with the party to
which he was elected, and went back to his
electorate.

The Minister for Lands: With what result?

Hon. A. MceCALLEM: Is it the resuit
that frightens the hon. member? It is not
& question of honour or duty, but it is the
result he is afraid of. This is what we learn
from his Leader.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sort.

He had a feed of the

9

Hon. A, McCALLUM: It makes a cold
shiver run down the hon, member’s spine to
think of the result.

The Minister for Lands: I asked you what
the result had been in the other case.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: He is not taking
any risk.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hun.
wember is referred to in the Governor’s
Speech.

Hon. A. MeCALTN : Tt should have been
mentioned there, I am protesting against
the omission. I am opposing the motion be-
couse the Speech is incomplete. It should
have advised us about many more questions
than it did.

Mr. Raphael: That would come under the
hexding of elections.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The Governor
shuuld have demanded an explanation of the
hon. member. Perhaps we are judging him
fov harshly.

The Minister for Lands: Of eourse ycu
ave,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Perhaps the true
explanation is that there is no difference
between the two parties sitting opposite,
that it does not mater a snap of the
tingers to which a man belongs, for they
are identical. How has the Country
Party slipped from its original status? In
the first place it was a breakaway from the
Nationalists. We remember the statements
that were made, that members were domin-
ated by St CGeorge’s Terrace interests, that
the country members eonld not get a fair
deal, and that the Country Party must have
independent representation. Where is alf
that now?

Mr. Panton: Back to the Terrace.

Hon. P. Collier: They are mild sucking
doves.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: There is so little
difference between the parties that even the
electors do not know to which party their
representatives belong.

Mr, Brown: What makes vou afraid of
the Country Party?

Hon. A. MeCALLTUM: It is only when I
look.at the hon. member that I become afraid.
I am not afraid of the party to which he
belongs. I am only frnightened by his ex-
pressions. In his reply to the Leader of the
Opposition the Premier gave us a lot of
information and fizures to indicate the
eeonomies his Government had effected. He
went down the list of departments to show
this. What I am going to refer to is a small
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item, but it is the feather which shows the
way the wind is blowing. We have an in-
stance in front of us of how far the Gov-
ernment have looked to effect economies. I
hope what I am going to say will nol be
taken in a personal sensec, beeause it is not
meant in that light. When the position of
Sergeant-at-Arms became vacant, every
member had it in mind that it would not be
filled, If ever there was a useless office that
is one. What useful purpose is served by
having a Sergeant-at-Arms in this Chamber?
It may be very nice to have such
an  officer, bot it is altogether un-
dignified and humiliating to have a
full grown man, a Brigadier General
at that, walking around the Chamber in
knickerboekers, silk stockings and with hows
on his shoes. He is wearing a uniform
whieh had to be hought by the people of the
country when other men are unable to find
elothes for themselves or their children. Tt
is a perfectly useless office. There has never
been one shilling’s worth of work associated
with the position in all the years that T have
heen in Parliament.

Mr. Sampson: It has heen maintained by
cvery Government.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: Why was it not
cut out in these times? IEvery member will
agree that 1t was not desired to dispense with
the servieces of the former oeccupant of the
position, but when the office became vacant
we did not think it would be filled.

My. Sampson: There are duties atiached
To the olfice outside this Chamber.

Hen. J. C. Willeoek: You do not under-
stand the position.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: What are they?
There are no duties outside the Chamber,
and there are none within it.

Mr. Sampson: In connection with the
library.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: No duties are per-
formed that eould not be earried out by any-
one who is here. The position is neither
ornamental nor useful. It is one of the old
traditions that has been handed down to us,
-and should have heen stopped now that the
country is passing through so sericus a
crisis. To have filled it does not show a very
keen desire on the part of the Governmeni
to effect savings.

The Minister for Lands: You are going
to judge them on this one office.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1 have not finished

~vet.
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The Minister for Lands: You will have to
give us some better example than that.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: I give that as an
outstanding instance of the failure of the
Government to effect economies. The people
of the State have to pay for the silk suits,
silk stockings, patent leather shoes and but-
tons and to have a full-grown man marching
around here in knickerbockers. Of what
use is the position? T understand that
the holder of the office is the offieial
chucker-out. If any trouble arises, and
any member gets over the odds there is
always a policeman handy to do what is re-
guired. 1 now want to deal with the point
which the Leader of the Opposition raised
concerning statements made by the Chamber
of Commerce, and the attitude of the Gov-
ernment towards the suggestions advanced
by that orgamisation. I have siated in the
House before that T usnally prefer to aceept
the ideas and opinions of hard-headed men
of affairs rather than those of theorists and
persons who have heen academieally trained.
When we have the President of that Cham-
ber talking as he did the other day, one
liesitates about attaching much weighi to
opinions coming from that somrce. I am
relieved that the Chamber has recently
changed its president. Perhaps we may now
hope for hetter things. Referring to the
Financial Emergency Act the other day Mr.
de Rose made the statement that it would
have been a splendid measure had its effect
in arbitration matters been made mandatory
instead of industry being made the eatspaw
of the courts. Such a condition, he said, was
dizmetrically opposed to fostering that feel-
ing of confidenee which was so necessary,
and he impressed upon the Government the
necessity for taking measures to amend this
particularly offensive portion of the Aet at
the earliest moment. That meant that in-
stead of the Arbitration Court dealing with
wage adjustments, this Parliament should
mandatorily reduece wages. That may suif
the Chamber of Commeree, but it shows how
shallow and short-sighted the views of these
gentleman can be. It may suit Mr. de Rose,
while he has his own political eolour on the
Government bhench, to have this policy ear-
ried out, but if he approves of that policy,
the moment the Government is changed, will
he still agree that wages should be fixed by
Parliament, and that inereases should be
voled here? We made our position clear
when the Bills were before us last session. 1
hope the Government will take no notice
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of this representation. | do not know what
is proposed in the Bills that are coming down
to renew these various measnres, hut if the
Government intend to adopt the suggestion
of the Chamber of Commerce, they may ex-
pect serious trouble From this side of the
House.

The Minister for Lands: From the titles
of the Bills it does not seem as if there would
he any material alteration.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: We do not know
that yet.

Mr. Kenneally: We have to be suspicious.

The Minister for Lands: If vou were not
suspicious it would be most unusual.

Hon. A. McGALLUM: I want to get seme
infarmation vegarding the Government’s wlea
of piecework and the dispute which has ac-
curred at the Frankland River. We do not
know what the scheme is. WNothing hag yet
received the approval of Parliament. We
have passed no vote approving of what is
going on down there. XNo information has
been vouchsafed to us and no memhber knows
what is in the mind of the Government. We
are told that land settlement is being pro-
moted 40 to 50 miles from o railway. What
is the 1dea of the Government in arranging
settlement there, about which the country
knows nothing? The Government say their
poliey is for piece work and that they are
going to insist upon it. If they want to
ke piece work the sucecess they are aiming
at, they must adopt different measures, It
seems that throughout the British dominions
pieee work is not the success the Americans
make of it. That is largely beeause hoth in
England and the Colonies the employers will
not pay piece workers the same fair wage
that 15 given in Ameriea. I remember read-
ing the full report of the Moseley Commis-
sipn which went through America and the
later Commission which was financed by the
“Daily Mail,” and which followed on much
the same lines as the other. The reasons
why piece work was such a success in Am-
eriea and such a failure in England were ex-
amined. The reports were the same. The
moment the piece worker in England, it was
found, hegan to make a decent wage, his pay
was cut, but the American employer for the
most part did not care how much his work-
men made, for he set the figure at one that
paid him, and allowed the employees to go
ahead and make what they liked. But in
England and Australia the piecework rate is
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cut @5 soon as the worker begins to make hig
money. Further, in America a pieceworker
and a dayworker are not permitted to work
side hy side; but in England and Australia
pieceworkers and davworkers are put side
hy side, which Fact largely aceounts for the
failure of the piecework =ystem here. Ob-
viously, fo deal with the local case, there
was no reasonable examination made hefare
fixing prices. 1 do nat know whether the
Press reports are correct, but they have not
heen denied, and they state that at Frank-
land River the price first was £2, and subse-
quently £2 odd, and later still £6 odd. That
fact proves that there was no proper initial
examination, that the men were set an im-
possible task when thev started; and no
wonder there has been trouble. At Pindalup
the single men were given blocks to clear,
blocks of a certain stze; and when they
stopped work and protested, the areas were
doubled. How ean it he expested, then, that
piecework will he a success, with this kind
of thing going on? The Minister for Works
was emphatic in his vecent declavation, that
the statements made by the men to the Pre-
mier regarding the position at Northam were
wrong. 1 slall now do what T would not
have done—namely, read a certain letter to
tlte Housc—if the Minister had not taken
the extraordinary action he did take, that of
mentioning names, of replying on the floor
of the House to a deputation which had not
received any rveply from the Premier, to
whom the deputation’s representations were
made. Such a course as that adopted by the
Ainister for Works was never hefore fol-
lowed in this Parliament. I sent a copy of
the speeeh of the Minister For Works to the
secretary of the union, and this is a part of
the secretary’s reply—

T note that Lindsay contends the work oceu-
pied 33% davs, but the real facts arc that
their week ends on Thursday, but Allen meas-
ured these men up on Friday at 3 p.m., and
in some cases anticipated what the men would
have cut that night at knock off time, and they
wero paid for that day, which was included in
the amounts mentioned by Lindsay. I note
also that he Jdid not mention Itzstein, Wilkins,
or Scott in his address. Scott started on piece-
work, but was cventually paid en a day-work
basis. Wilkins started at 1.13 p.m. on the
26th July, and was measured up on Friday,
the 30th, at 3 p.m. He sccured 18s. 94, and
for Saturday morning he earmed 6s. 3d.; so
he earned 25s. in four days. The statements
in regard to Lyons and the time he worked
on the job are a pack of lies. During that
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weck he went out on the truck with the other
men and started at 7.30, and finished at knock-
ing-off time, coming home on the truck at
kuoek-off time., In fact, the only statement
e made that is anywhere near corrcet is in
regard to Thompson, who earned £2 10s. in
three days and six howms; not haif a day, as
mentioned by the Minister. You will note
by looking up the paysheets that I forwarded
to you, that Giblett carned: first pay, £2 1s.
3d.; sceond pay, £1 17s. Gd. To eurn this
amomnt he worked seven days—about 1l1s. 1d.
per day. In regard to Forward, he started
after lunch on Monday, 25th July, and was
measured up on Priday at § pm. He earned
£2 19s. 5d., and as I said before, the foreman
anticipated what they would have done in somne
coges.  You will note in the second pay that
Forward only carned 7s, 6d.

That is altogether a different tale from that
told here by the Minister for Works. I un-
derstand that the Premier- met the majority
-of these men at Nornalup, and was satisfied
that their statements were correct, beeause
he has taken the great bulk, if not the whole,
of them off piecework, and put them on day
work. The statement made here by the
Minister for Works eannot have represented
the full fiets; otherwise there would not
have been that alteration.  TLast night 1
listened attentively to the Minister for Rail-
ways. I have known the hon. member for
a good many years.
a century sinee he and I first met. I must
say that during that period be has not
altered, at least not in point of tacties. A
good many of the (Government supporters
do not know the gentleman as we know him.

Mr. Kenneally: They will get to know
Iim dirvectly.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: His speech last
night was characteristie of him.

Tire Minister for Works: A very fine

specch.
Hon. A, MceCALLUM: That is the
-opinion of the Minister for Works. We in

the T.abour movement know the Minister for
Railways. We know his characteristies.
One of his main characteristies is that if,
when making a speech, he realises that he
has a difficult case to answer, is up against
a knotty problem, he immediafely creates
Aunt Sallies, and knocks them over him-
self. Then he will not face the real issues.
That is a characteristic of the hon. member.
The Minister for Railways: T have belter
. characteristics than you have, anyhow.
Hon. A, MecCALLUM: That is a charac-
~teristie of his when he finds himself up

It is over a quarter of
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against a dilfieult problem. He will not
face the problemn.

The Minister for Railways: I faced this
one, at any rate,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Instead of facing
the problem and answering the questions
put to him, he creates Aunt Sgllies that he
himself can knoek over. He has always
done that.  During the 25 years I bhave
lknown him, he has not altered in that re-
gard. His speech last night was typieal of
him. T shall give one or two instances to
prove thai. He set out by stating that he
had been aceused of saying certain things—-
things that nobody had ever accused him
of saying. He set out by asserting that he
was so aecused, because he wanted to dodge
the actnal issues whieh he was asked to
answer. Instead of answering them, he
selected something easy io answer—in faet,
something invented by himself, something
he would be able to knoek down. Te re-
peated hoary old platitudes that have grown
mouldy with age.

The Minister for Railways: Who got that
for you?

Hon., A. MecCALLUM: He set up cases
which no one on this side of the House
had ever mentioned. Then he turned round
and said that no one could allege that party
polities were considered so far as he was
concerned. But if it is corrvect that party
politics do not enter into the minds of hon.
members opposite in dealing with the sifu-
ation facing this ecountry at the moment,
there must have been a mighty change of
recent times, because everyhody knows that
at the last election the party opposite made
unemployment the issue. That was the issue
on which members opposite fought the elec-
tion. Their own leader made that the issue
before the people, as we have reminded him
often enough. He use the unemployed as
the sole issue of the election. Similarly,
all the fime the party opposite were on this
side of the Chamber, they used their party
politics against us—the whole of the time.

Mr. Kenneally: And now they tell us the
trouble is world-wide,

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: During the elec-
tion the present Premier said unemployment
was purely a loeal issue, which he could deal
with. He said that not only would he find
work for everyene, but that he had done it
before. When the present Leader of the
Opposition put it to him that that was im-
possible, beeanse if he did find work for
all the unemployed in Western Australia,



[7 SerTEMBER, 1932.] 433

the unemployed in the -Enstern States would
immediately rush over here, and that if he
absorbed the unemploved from the Eastern
States, the unemployved from the rest of
the world would rush here, and that there-
fore he could not keep his promise loecally,
a2l the reply made by the present Premier
was that unemployment was a purely local
matter, and that he could manage it because
he lad managed it hefore. Undoubtedls the
other side made unemployment the issue of
the election. Now thev are faeced with a
problem eoncerning which they had ample
warning hefore the last Parliament was dis-
solved, and ample warning from the public
platform thronghout the eleetion contest.
Warnings were repentedly given to them by
our own leader. Now, when they are in
ollice and are faced with the unemployment
problem, they say that they want party
politics drvopped, and that party politics
shonld not enter into the question. The
truth is that the only party polities our
friends apposite want dropped are the Tiah-
our Party’s politics. Qur friends opposite
never drop their own poalities. The Minister
for Railways -talked about being acecused of
not having any of the milk of human kind-
nezs—I think that was the phrase he used—
and he asked whether it should be measured
out by a pint measure. No one on this
side of the Chamber ever used that phrase,
The Minister for Railways: Oh, yes!
Hon. A. MecCALLUM: No matter how
m'tch he may possess of the milk of human
kindness, as he himself puts it, no matter
how deeply he may be imbued with the idenl
of helping the down-and-ont, those asso-
ciated with him will not allow him to do it;
and therefore he cannot do it. He cannot
do it beeanse of the forees that control the
Government, forces outside the party, forees
that find the sinews of war for that party’s
capaign and eontrol the organisation. He
cannot do it as long as he remains with
those who are now his associates. I con-
sider that the Minister showed bad taste in
resurrecting his attitude relatively to this
party at the time of the war. He said that
he left the Labour Party for the interests
of his country. There is no doubt as to
the intercsts for whieh he left the Tabonr
Party.
The Minister for Railwaxs: That is wrong.
Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The Minister said
that last night.

The Minister for Railways: Na.

Hon, A. McCALLUM : There is no doubi
in the world as to whose interests he left
the Labour Party for, The Minister would
have been well advised to let sleeping dogs
lie.

The Minister for Railways: We can have
that out any time you like, you know.

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: I am prepared to
have it out with him. I think the hon. mem-
ber should be downright ashamed of himself.

The Minister for Railways: I am not,

Hon. A. MceCALLUM: He should never
attempt to bring that matter up for public
discussion, particularly not with those who
know him.

The Minister for Railways: T am pre-
pared to debate it with you at any time.

Hon. A. Me¢CALLUM: Prepared to de-
bate it now, when it is long past and gone!

The Minister for Railwavs: All the facts
are still there.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes; but this fact
stands out, that you socled other men to go
to the war and stopped here yourself, while
of military age. Yon would not go to the
war yourself.

The Minister for Railways: 1 did, in com-
pany with your Leader.

Fon. A. MeCALLUM: You concealed a
lot.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
bers to keep order.

Mz, Panton: Anyhow, I think the Mimster
showed good sense there, secing the way sol-
diers are heing treated now.

Hon. A, M¢CALLUM: He said he left
this party for the good of the country.

The Minister for Railwayvs: I did not say
that.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: We know what he
left this party for; where he has heen ever
since, clearly indicates it. The hon. member
has been putting up bogeys and knocking
them down all his life. But he has not ans-
wered the two main issues affecting his own
department, the two bhig points put to him
inn the speech of the member for Geraldton
(Fon. J. C. Willeock), as to old age pen-
sioners. There is the ease of the two old age
pensioners with an income of 35s. per week
between the two of them. If some of their
family are out of work, those two old age
pensioners are eompelled to keep three of
their dependants hefore any of their depend-
ants are permitted o get any sustenance.
Five of them have to be financed out of old

I usk lLon. mem-



454

age pensions for twe! Did the Minister
answer that question? No! On the other
hand, he put up men of straw and knocked
them down. He refused to face the issue.
There was the instance I mentioned, I read
a letter diselosing how a married man with
four children, two under 14 years of age,
and two over that age, was placed in an un-
enviable position. Because the two hoys over
14 years of age were earning about £2 2s. a
week between them, they were forced to keep
the father and mother, the two younger child-
ren and themselves on that small amount.
The father was not allowed to have his name
on the sustenance list, and was denied the
right of the pick-up. What kind of treat-
ment is that to mete out to human heings?
And then the Premier growls ahout young
men not petting married. That is the treat-
ment he infliets upon them. Why did not
the Minister give us information regarding
snch instances? Why does he deny such peo-
ple the right to sustenznee or work? Why
does he compel young hoys to keep their
whole family? He wounld not answer that
fuestion. On the other hand, he went round
the subjeet and said he had heen accused of
all sorts of things that none of us knew any-
thing about. He dodged answering the main
issues by methods of that deseription.
Moreover, he singled out a new member of
the House for special attack and cheaply
sncered at him when he suggested that the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (3r. F. C.
L. Smith) should-himself finance the erection
of a battery at Kalgoorlie for £10,000. What
kind of cheap-jack politics is that? That
was the kind of answer he gave to that hon.
member.

The Minister for Railways:
look pleasant sometimes?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: T will please my-
self how I look; I will not study the feelings
of the Minister. The member for Brown
Hill-ITvanhoe made no accusation—I have
taken the trouble to look up “Hansard” on
the point—against the Minister that he had
no sympathy with the miners. That sugges-
tion was a clear invention of the Minister,

The Minister for Railways: The member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe is present; he can
deny it if he likes.

Mr., F. C. L. Smith: I did deny it.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Of course he
denied it, and told the Minister that he was
putting np an Aunt Sally. I am not going

Cannot von
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to accuse the Minister of not having any
sympathy with the miners. He would be an
inhuman monster if he did not bave sym-
pathy with them, eonsidering his family
historv. But no member of the House has
levelled that accusation against him. He
aceused himself, and answered the accusa-
tion. He made use of that supposcd aec-
cusation in order to evade answering other
points pub to him by members sitting on the
Opposition side of the Touse. That was
simply in accordanee with his usual prae-
tiee. We know the Minister; the members
sitting on the Government side do not know
him as we do. T have known him for a
quarter of a centuryv. These are the tacties
le indulges in: they have always heen his
tacties. The Minister claimed to have been
responsible for the passage of the Miners”
Phthisis Act. T do not want to rob the
Minister of any kndos applicable to him for
having placed the measure on the statute-
book. Me put it there in 1922 and remained
in office unti! 1924. The Aect remained
on the Statute-book until we took office
in 1925, It was then that we brought
the Act to light. It +was a corpse;
il was dead., We hreathed life into it. We
found money neeessary for that purpose.
We had to pass an amending Act because a
seetion was included in the main Act that
made it possible, if a man was taken out of
the mines and could not fuifil the job offere
him elsewhere in consequenece of which he
had to leave it, for the State’s obligation to
cease for all fime. We altered that section
and provided compensation. We made it a
living statute and proelaimed it. Until then
the Act had remained a dead letter, and it
remained in that eondition all the time the
Minister was in office. The Minister is en-
titled to what eredit there is in placing the
Act on the statute-book and leaving it a
dead letter. Then again the main Act deali
with tuberculosis only, not with miners
diseases. It affected the man who was suf-
fering from tuberculosis and it was the
Workers’ Compensation Aect that the La-
bour Government introduced that dealt with
miners’ diseases. We have eleaned the mines
hut not thoroughly even now.

The Minister for Railways: You paid the
premiums under the Third Schedule of the
Workers’ Compensation Act for the mining
companies.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, to assist the
industry.
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The Minister for Railways: Under the
Mines Development Aet.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, out of the
money provided by the Commonwealth loau
for the assistance of the miners. By those
two Acts we have largely, although not com-
pletely, cleaned the mines of that deadly
disease. No longer can men go down the
mines coughing out the deadly germs and
spreading the disease among their fellow
workers,

The Minister for Railways: I wish that
was correct,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1T stated that the
work has not been completely effected. Con-
ditions are much better now than they were.
Once men are taken out of the mines now,
they have something betier to look forward
to. The Minister ean deny it as much as
he likes, but his Government did apply the
2214 per cent. ent to workers’ compensation
payments. Meetings of protest followed,
and it was only after members of the Op-
position had added their protests that the
Government altered their decision and re-
frained from making the cuis.

The Minister for Railways:
said that.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: No, you did not.
You said that the ent had not been applied
and we interjected that it had been. Your
answer was that it had been done by the
offieers without your knowledge.

The Minister for Railways: The matter
was reconsidered and the decision not to
apply the cut was made retrospective, su
that the men lost nothing.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, but it was
after protest had been made by representa-
tives of the mining electorates. The Min-
1ster boasted of what he had done for the
mining industry not only while he was n
member of the Labour Government but as a
Nationalist Minister as well. The only defi-
nite instanee he gave showing that he ha:l
assisted the mining industry was in connee-
tion with the erection of a State hattery.
In view of the enormous increase in tonnage
to be treated, it would have been astounding
had he not provided the battery. The Min-
ister has boasted of what he has done; T
want to tell him a few of the things he has
taken away from the mining indusiry.
TWhen he assumed office the sustenance paid
to prospectors varied from £1 to £1 17s. 6d.
according to locality.

T think T

(1]

The Minister for Railways : When
that paid?

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: When the Minjster
took office.

The Minister for Railways: You know
that yonr colleagne annonnced publicly that
he would not eontinue to pay that susten-
ance.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: It was paid when
the Minister took office.

The Minister for Railways: That is only
part of the story.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: I do not know
when it was stopped, but youn stopped it. It
was being paid when we left office. It is
only during the last few months that yon
have agreed to pay 7s. a week.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: You reduced the
cartage subsidy from 1s. a mile for five miles
to 6d., so you halved that subsidy. You
abolished the rebate on low-grade ore; you
abolished the free trial erushing of five tons
from & new district; you abolished the sub-
sidy on railway earting, and also the subsidy
on water supply. That was not confined to
Kalgoorlie alone, but applied to Gwalia,
Mcekatharra, Wiluna and other mining dis-
triets. The Minister took those concessions
away from the industry.

The Minister for Railways: The trouble
was we could not continue to pay them.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: That is how the
Minister helped the industry,

The Minister for Railways:
denying what you say.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : The Minister
hoasted of what he did; the few instances
I have guoted also show what he did.

The Minister for Railwayvs: I am not
ashamed of what I had to do, in view of the
circumstances. I could not do anything else.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: T am not concerned
as to whether the Minister is ashamed or
not; but I want the House to be clear on the
attitude of the Government towards the
mining industry. I know that in this, as in
other matters, the Minister has not been a
free agent. The history of latier-day politics
and of the Premier himself show that he has
never been in sympathy with the mining in-
dustry, and has never given it any help. He
insisted upon these concessions being taken
away from the industry.

The Minister for Railways: Do vou sug-
gest that you would have continned the eon-
cessions had you been here? Would you

was

I am not
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have done it, in view of latter-day cireum-
stances?

Hon, A. McCALLUM: I do not know
what we would have done. I have often read
statements by the Mimister in which he re-
ferred to the State ns being in the same posi-
tion as an individoal. He has said that the
business affairs of the State should be con-
ducted in the same way as he would ¢onduct
his private afTairs, If at this moment 1 had
money to invest, I would spend that money
in some dirvection that would give me an
assured and quick return.  Fhere is no other
feld of investment that would give the Gov-
ernment a more quick or surer return than
the mining industry. There is nothing else
to compare with it. Yet that is the indnstry
from whieh the Govermment have taken these
concessions!

The Minister for Works: Who gave the
eoneessions in the first place?

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The Labour Gov-
crnment did.

'The Minister for Railways: You lose sight
of the facet that other businesses arc starving.

The Minister for Works: The concessions
were given in 1923 when the then Minister
for Mines wax Mr. Seaddan.

Hon. A. MeCATLUM: What are you ve-
ferring to?

The Minister for Works: The subsidy on
water supplies.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Tt was when we
took office. We gave the industry that assist-
anee at the time the Workers’ Compensation
Act was proelaimed. T was at a eonference

when that agreement was effected. The
Minister cammot put that over me. There

may have heen some subsidy, but not to the
extent to which it was operating after we
tock office.

The Minister for Railways: T think you
are wrong.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: During the whole
of the IMinister’s speech last night, he dealt
with many matters that no one had raised,
and answered questions that he himself had
put, or framed in his own imagination. Not
onee did he offer any suggestion for dealing
with the crisis confronting us at present.

The Minister for Railways: I seem to
have given you a lot of worry.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I am not worry-
ing about the Minister at all. He need not
plume himself by thinking that he has wor-
ried me. I have made it my little job for
a minute or two to answer some of the
points, so as to put the House right where
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the AMinister endeavoured to mislead mem-
bers.  Not onee during his speech did he
artempt to offer a suggestion for helping
the State out of the erisis confrenting it.
All he conld say was that we wouid have
to muddle through the best way we could.
14 is true that he cited the offence of people
Jumping off the trams and dodging the pay-
inent of their 3d. fares. Te took strong
exception to that.

The Minister for Railways: I did not
say it in the way you suggest.

Flon, A, McCALLUM: You adopted a
mere violent attitude, You waved your
arms about, wagged your head, and pointed
your finger. You were mueh more em-
phatic than I am. The House will agrec
with that. He was in a bath of perspiration
all the while, with his emphasis. He came
back to it and repeated it during his speech.
That was his contributien to the solving of
the world’s problems. And last night we
had what I think was the second contribu-
tion from the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Parker); I think it was only
the second occasion on which he has fav-
oured s with an expression of his views,
He, too, set out to solve this world’s pro-
hlem, which he said the Premier and the
Minister for Mines had emphasised as being
a world’s problem to be faced from a world-
wide viewpoint, that it affected eivilisation
the world over and se must be recognised as
being world-wide. The hon. member sub-
mitted hiz solutions of this world-wide
economic problem under three heads. First
of all he said we should sack all the girls
emploved in (overnment offices. Then he
contended that we should prohibit ear
watchers, and in the third place he declared
that parking areas should be arranged at
railway stations. Those propositions were
the sum and substanee of his speech, and
they represented his solutions of the world’s
problems. '

Hon. P. Collier: That wiil make the pra-
fessors sit up.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, what a pity
he was nof at Ottawa! e should then
have had some results from that eonference,
I think we are losing the services of a
genins when the hon, member gets up oniv
twice during bis term in Parliament.

Mr. Kenneally: And presently we shall be
lesing him altogether.

Fon. A, MeCALLUM: That was all T
could find in the hon, member’s speech.
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The Minister for Railways: Even so, you
need not attack him personally. None of
us is perfect.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: T am not attack-
ing him personally: I am merely referring
to the speech he made and the three head-
ings under which he proposed to solve the
world’s problems.

The Minister for Railways: I understood
you were going to solve the world’s problems
by attacking the Sergeant-at-Arms.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: I am not going to
zubscribe to the idea that we shounld not dis-
ctiss in the House the questions of monetary
policy and exchange rates beeause it might
be held that we have no power to remedy the
monetary system and so should net attewpt
to discuss it. But we certainly have power
to influence the policy, since the Premier
roes quite frequently to the Premiers’ Con-
ference, where he is reported to have put up
a ficht in favour of the exchange heing
maintained at its present level. That eon-
ference has to frame a policy whieh is ex-
pected to put this continent hack on its equi-
librinm, and submit tv us for our endorse-
ment or rejeetion the proposals and plans
and schemes that if puts up. So it will he
seen that we have power to influence the
policy, for the head of this Government goes
over there and should, while there, speak
for the State.  The exchange affects us in
every way, in every activity of brade and
commerce is its influence felt. We can
no longer say that these matters should be
left to experts, for thev arve brought morve
closely to the people to-day than ever hefore.
Evervhody has to think of them and diseuss
them, because the question of exchange is
felt, not only by every individunal in trade
but in cvery hoine, at every meal fable, and
whether the meal be served in a humble cot-
tage or in a banqueting hall, the exchange
camot he escaped. So  this  Parliament
should consider the subjeet, and a poliey
should be set out. Since the country has i
richt to know where the Government stand,
it would he a great thing for trade and com-
meree if we could have a clear declaration
in Parliament. Whaiever we may think of
a managed ecurrency, whether we like it or
nof we in Australia have a managed cur-
rency fo-day, and as we are largely a prim-
arv producing State, an exporting State, it
affects us more than it does most of the other
States. It s impossible for a trader sabiz-
factorily to do bhusiness overseas umless he
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knows the value of his own currency. He
cannot trade with any confidence unless hLe
knows what iz likely to be the position. I
am aware that it is possible to provide for
exchange in some ecountries; but it is not
possible in all countries, and it is difficult
enough for traders to do business in foreign
countries in normal times. When we have
an unstable exchange it frequently means
the difference hetween profit and loss. Yes-
terday morning a cable message from London
showed how anxtously the situation is viewed
by traders at that end, and how unstable is
the present position of this eontinent. This
cablegram, rveferring to an article in the
“Finaneia] News,” in London, says—

The Commenwealth Bank can Le relied upou,

wherens the trading banks could not, as re-
cent cxperivnce has shown, to maintain a rate
reasonably parallel to the market conditions.
So long as the outside banks take no arbitrary
actior, & rise in the rate is extremely unmlikely,
indeed the next move will probably be in the
downward direetion, hut the change is not
likely until the export season is well under
\\'ﬂ..'_\’.
The primary producers, the Country Party,
should be giving eareful attention to this. 1t
means 25 per cent. on all agricnltural pro-
ducts, vet zo far no deelaration has been
made in that regard. 1€ the Government
gave an assurance, if the trading people
of this ecommunity had an assurance that
there would he no fall below a certain fig-
ure, it would give great heart to trade and
stimielate business abroad.

Hon. J. €. Willcock: Even if were only
for threc months.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Yes, it would let
them know something; the country wants a
deelaration.

The Minister for Works: From whom?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Theve is only oune
source, The Premier will be going over fo
another eonference any dav now, and a de-
elaration should come from that eonference,
speaking for the Governments of the coun-
try. It is a very dangerous position we are
in. For the moment money is preity cheap,
bhut amongst the money available is a lot of
had moneyx, by which T mean money that may
he withdrawn at verv short notice. It is
here on account of the high exchange, but
the moment the exchange falls that money
will he exported overseas. What will he
the position in this continent when that
happenz?  There is such an insecurity,
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such a lack of econfidence here that the
traders do not know where they are. They
cannot plan ahead. It is impossible for any
plan to be made ahead unless we know the
value of gur eurreney, and what the exchange
is likely to be. Why, the very tariff may be
upset overnight by an alteration in the ex-
change. No onc can say where he is. The
exchange is the very foundation of any
scheme that may he set out. And whether
we like it or not, we have a managed cur-
rency to-day and so, too, has England. It
is not our halance of trade that canses the
exchange to he 25 per cent. against us, be-
cnuse the balance was £30,000,000 in our
favour last vear, and indeed we have heaped
up sueh a surplus of money in England that
it is questionahle whether the Commonwealth
Bank will be able to go on buying it. And
there is always the risk that something may
happen. That England is managing her ex-
change is proved by the fact that she has
ereated a fund of £150,000,000 to equalise
the exchange. But what is Australia doing?
When first the suggestion was made that we
should have a managed carrency, it was pre-
dicted that if that happened there wonld be
chaos everywhere. But now, in order to give
A sense of security and stability, even con-
servative England is determined to manage
her own currency. Our exchange is pegged
at 25. But who has authority to peg it? At
the moment the Commonwealth Bank is peg-
ging it, hut there is nothing to prevent any
one of the private bhanks from Dbreaking
away. The Commonwealth Bank has no legal
authority to fix the exchange. The bank has
assumed it under the pooling arrangements,
but a private bank could break away at any
moment, and one bank, probably the most in-
Auential bank in the country, is advoecating
and pressing for an alteration in the ex-
exchange rate.

The Minister for Works: For an increase.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, they want an
increase. Stability is the main thing, but
there certainly should he a deelaration that
the exchange will not fall below a certain
figure, and that declaration should come
from those with power to manage the ex-
change, to fix it, which can be done only by
the Governments of the country. 1 know
that certain preople regard those who talk
about managing ecurrencies as theorists,
Those crities do not regard these things as
practicahle, and they say it is something
new. But of course it is not new, Tt has
been going on all down through history.
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Talking of making laws to deal with eur-
reney, | notice that in ancient times Aristotle
expressed an opinion on it. He said that
mouney existed, not by nature, bhut by law.

Those people who think that money
cannot and should not be controlled,
that laws should mnot be imposed to

regulate it, bave an idea that natore
has c¢reated money and currency, and
that they should not he interfered with.
It is the law that gives money its efficacy,
and it is the law that says what shall be
legal tender. Aristotle further said that the
value of money deépended upon the guantity
available. That opinion holds good to-day.
Very few people who study the siftvation
will disagree that the price levels are con-
trolled by monetary policies, and whatever
the price level of the future may be will
depend upon the monetary polisy adopted
by the great countries of the world. No
longer will it be held that Parliament has
no right to interfere. Professor Cassel, pro-
fessor of economies to the League of Nations,
Geneva, when addressing the London
hankers, impressed upon them the impori-
ance of something being done and added--

No further time should be wasted in listen-
ing to those false prophets whose resistance
to efforts to gain control of the monetary sys-
tem has helped to canse, intensify and pro-
long a most disnstrous ecomomie cabastrophe.
It is time the leading ccuntral banks agreed to
remedy the depression by declaring their in-
tention henceforward to supply the world so
abundantly with means of payment that a fur-
ther fall in priees would be impossible. As
long as the eentral banks refuse the responsi-
bility for the purchasing power of their moncy,
hamanity will he in the same situation as the
passengers of a liner of which the captain has
lost control.

It is no idea of recent date or of political
colonring that advocates the control of eur-
rency. The most important Commission
ihat T suppose ever inquired into the mone-
{ary poliey recently reported to the House
of Commons. It was the MacMillan Com-
mission, comprised of the most experienced
finarciers of the world, and they advised
nrgent action. The report is worth quot-
irg—

To allow prices to he stabilised at approsi-
mately the present level would he a seriovs dis-
aster for all countries of the world alike, and
the nvoidance of sueh an event should be the
prime object of interuational statesmanship.
Our objective should be so far as it lies within
the power of this country to influence the in-
tornational price level first of all fo raise
prices a long way ahove the present level and
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then maintain them at the level thus reached
with such stability as ean be mannged. We
recommend that this objective be aceepted as
the guiding aim of the monetary poliey of this
country,

That has gone forth as the poliey of the
British nation, and I do not think many

people would disagree with it. But Aus.
tralia has made no declaration. Yet the
matter means everything to ns.  Australia’s

overseas debt is exercising the minds of all
Governments and all thinking people. Tt
is largely paid by our exports, and it
measured by the price of exports, it has
more than doubled during the last few vears
without our having borrowed a singlz shil-
ling. There must be a solution of the pro-
blew» and we must find it. This Parliament
thomld play its part. The Premier. when
attending the conferences at which these
problems are discussed, should go there with
a knowledge of the ideas held by members
of this House. Becaunse the power to remedy
does 1ot rest with us is no reason why we
should not discuss the question. One thing
that the diseussion has brought out is *he
declaration from the Premier that he is stitl
an adherent to the gold standard. THe is
not alone in that, but it is patent to every-
one that had Australia remained on the
gold standard, it would have defaulted long
age.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And that was 2
national calamity to he avoided at all costs.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The theorists said
that a National Government was necessary
in England to keep that eountry on the gold
standard. A VNational Covernment was
formed, and England eould not be kept on
the gold standard. Within three wecks she
was off the gold standard, and now we have
the report of the important Commission
I have quoted saying that England shonld
not return to the gold standard.

Hon. P. Collier: Winston Churehill said
she should not have returned to the gold
standard when she did in 1925,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, he said he
was wrongly advised. He took the
advice of men whom he thought were
competent to advise, and he admits that
a gross error was made. Although the
Premier still subscribes to the gold standard,
it is patent that had Australia remained on
it we would have defaulied, and had Eng-
land remained on it, we wonld lave de-
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fanlted. The Premier said that America
had left the gold standard.  That is nort
correct. America still guarantees to pay in
gold for all her paper currency, hut it is
correct that America has established eur-
rency with national security as its hacking.
She bas created hundreds of millions of
curreney hy the backing of national seeurity
and she has done for several hundred
million, what 3Mr. Theodore suggested shounld
he done for £20,000,000. When Mr. Theo-
dore made his suggestion, erities character-
ised it as unsound and said that chaos woull
assuredly follow. Yet a huge nation like
Amerien has done it and, so far as we ean
learn, in the few weuks it has been in force,
it has had somec effeet on the raising of
price levels, We seem to be alraid of such
proposals.  Much depends on where they
c¢ome from. I{ they come from our side of
polities, they are condemned. When they
come from other sourees, they are supported.
The report of the Macllillan Commission is,
in substance and principle, the same as was
given out by the Interstate Labour Gonfer-
ence in Sydney 12 months ago, with the pro-
posal that it should be the financial poliey
of this country. But we are decried and
denouneed; we arve told that we are advo.
cating something fantastical and unsound.
What is the virtue of gold as the basis of
curreney? The Premier refuses fo depart
from it, though most nations of the carth
are away from it for the moment. The
teaching of history shows that gold as
hasis for currency is a failure, and has been
responsible for the erises that have oceurred
from time to fime. If we insist upon our
curreney being based upen the amount of
pold we possess, those crises will recur and
the people will have to suffer. Sir Arechi-
hald Allison, in his history of Eurcpe, goes
so far as to say that the fall ol the Koman
Empire was due to insistence upon a goll
standard for the country.  That Empire
used to rely on the specie from the mines of
Spain and Greece, but the mines gave out
and a ecrisis ensned.  The cffects on the
Roman Empire deseribed by Sir Archibald
Allison are similar to those we are experi-
encing. Memhers of the Country Party who
claim that they mainly represent primary
indunstry should be interested in what hap-
pened at the time of the fall of that greus
Fmpire and should endeavour to devise
wavs aid means to prevent a simifar hap-
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pening to our Empire or civilisation. Sir
Archihald Allison said—

Rome, saved in its utmoest need by an ex-
pansion, sank in the end under a still greater
contraction of national currency. The supply
of curreney for the old world beecnme inade-
quate to the inereasing wants of the popula-
tion. The mines of Spain and Greece from
which the chief supplies were obtained at that
period, were worked out, and so great wag the
deiarth of the precious metal that the eurrency
in circulation in the Empire at the time of
Augustus, amounting to £380,000,000 had sunk
in that of Justinian to £80,000,000 sterling.
As a consequence of so prodigicus a contrae-
tion of currency, decbts and taxes which were
measured under the old standard became so
overwhelming that the national industries were
ruined. Agriculture disappeared and was sue-
ceeded by pasturage in the fields. The great
cities were all fed from Egypt and the rev-
cnne became irrecoverable.

He said the national industries were rumed.
Onr two great nabional industries, wheat
and wool, are in a very precarions position,
He said agrieulture disappeared. No one
will deny that our agrienltural industry can-
not earry on much longer under present con-
ditions, We are facing conditions almost
gimilar to those he outlined.  Following
through history we can see how the dis-
eovery of pold has affected nations. The
long depression that followed the Napoleonic
wars was largely due to the inadeqguate sup-
piv of eurrency. There was insufficient {o
meet the requirements of industry conse-
quent on the industrial revolution, and not
until the gold discoveries in California and
Australia from 1849 onwards did relief come.
As a result of the gold discoveries in
Californin and Australia, the world for 30
years enjoved comparative prosperity. Then
another depression arrived. That was re-
lieved by the chance diseavery of gold in
South Africa, when there was again a revival.
Must we sit down and wait for another gold
discovery? TIs that to be the only solution
of the erisis? Gold as the basis for our
eurreney has definitely failed, and in failing
has inflicted unteld hardship upon millions
of people. The teachings of industry de-
mand that there shall he a change, although
the Premicr is still pledging himself to gold
as the basis. T hope he will alter his mind
and use his position at the next conferenece
to effect some alteration in our outlook. Are
we to nnderstand that human civilisation and
society generally would have been impossible
if no goald had existed in the make-up of the
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globe ?  Had there been no gold, wonld
civilisation not have existed?

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Should we all die if
gold were aholished?

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: [t is absurd, but
it is becoming a dangerous and a deadly
absurdity. 1t the situation is zllowed to
drift, the collapse of civilisation is possible.
Country Party members should remember
that the primary producing countries were
the first to feel the crisis, and are fecling it
most, They will continue to feel it most,
Their industries are most seriously affected,
and they suffer most. Agriculture has gone
right out. If we exempt the member for
Beverley (Mr, J. I. Mann) what ideas have
country members given to us on the subject?

Mr. Marshall: Did von expeet any?

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T congratulate the
hon. member upon the ideas he advanced, his
independence and originality of thought. It
was qnite refreshing to hear him. I hope he
will develop his ideas.

Mr. Brown: Perbaps he got his ideas from
the same source as you did yours.

Mr, Marshall: 1t would be interesting to
know the source from which you got your
ideas.

Mr. Brown: Give us something original,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: 1t is held that we
eannot influence oversea prices. No one can
deny it is possible to influence internal
prices. Members opposite will say, as they
did last night, that our internal trade is
simall, and the export trade of our sceondary
industries is also too small to count. 1t
appears to me the wrong viewpoint is taken
of the wmatter. T asked the Commonwealth
Statistician to supply me with figures rela-
tive to the econsumption of Australian pro-
duction within the Commonwealth. 1 asked
how much of our production was econsumed
here and how mnch was exporfed. These
are the figures for 1930-31. Our production
was £319,701,000.  Australian produce ex-
ported was valued at £99,920,000, and our
consnmplion was valaed at £49,780,671. The
percentage of the home consumption was
therelore 68.7. The value of gold exported,
which is included in the ahove figures, was
£12,185,548, which was £8,622,049 more than
the amount produced during the previons
year. The total consumption, therefore, was
£223 402,720, or 71.4 per cent.

Hen. W. 1), Johnson: I doubt the analysis
of the figures.
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The Minister for Lands: You shonid take
out the value of the secondary industries.
You know these are artificially-made prices.

Hon, A. McCALLUM: Everything around
us fo-day is artificial. The only thing that
i5 natural is that we are alive.

The Minister for Railways: I question that
foo.

Flon. A. MeCALLUM: This is our pro-
duction and our consumption in all our in-
dustries. T admit that the moment we raise
our internal priee level, the cost of produc-
tion for our primary industries increases,
Baut there arve means of making that up. If
71 per cent. of our production is consnmed
locally, there is our biggest markef. If we
can increase the price level for 71 per cent.
of our production it will pay us handsomely
to compensate the export trade.

The Minister for Lands: There iz a danger
in inflating prices.

Hon., A. MeCALLUM: The only' thing
that will save the world, as the MacMillan
report put it, will be an inerease in price
levels.

The Minister for Lands: What are you
to do with the export articles where vou
have a preponderance to export?

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: When it comes to
henefiting 71 per eent. of our production,
we would have to give compensation to our
export trade. That is done in many cases.
Are we going to drift on and do nothing,
and merely snbseribe to the idea that because
zold is accepted as a basis for our eurrency
it eannot be altered? Why should we judge
the wealth of the country by the amount
of its gold reserve? (lold has shown that
it iz an easy commodity to ecorner. It ean
no longer he taken as the standard. The
wealth of a country should be judged by
the amount of the requirements for the
humaunkind that it 15 eapable of producing.
The bank vaults of a nation should not he
aceepted as indicating the wealth of that
nation. The happiness and contentment of
its people shonld be the basis, the decidine
point as to the prosperity and the sound-
ness of the nation. T put that forward as
an opinion that counld be discussed, as it is
being discussed the world over. I am
anxious for a declaraiion as to the poliey
of the country on the value of the currency.
Some authoritative statement should he made
that action will be taken to prevent the fall
of our exchange below a given figure. That
would stahilise trade and industry, and give
our traders heart that nothing else could do.
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The Premier tells me ke may he called away
to a conference at any moment, I urge
him to press for a deelaration, and to have
some legal stand taken to give authority to
the system that is adopted. The Common-
wealth Bank are in control, but have no
legal right ta control. They can be defied
at any moment. They have merely drifted
into their present position. It has not been
given to them by anyone. No one should
e left in that position. A few men have
the right to say, “We think thc amount of
Australian gold heaped up in Fngland is
endangering the Commonwealth Bank; that
we should not buy Australian money that is
available in London; that we refuse to do
it any longer, and that we intend to force
the exchange back to normal.” Where would
onr industries be? Their first poliey would
be to look after the Commonwealth Bank.
The financing of our industries is the re-
sponsibility of Governments., The Govern-
ment of Great Britain have put through their
Bill. They have created an enormous snm
to equalise exchange. Our Governments
have no policy. They have made no declara-
tion and this country wants one. Until
we get one there can be no confidence in our
irnde and commerce, and stagnation will
continue. Tt will be impossible to trade or
scek business with any confidence suck ns we
wonld otherwise he ahle to enjoy.

MER. WELLS (Canning) [933]: T have
listened to the able address of the mem-
her for South Tremantle (Hon. A.
MeCallum) and envy him his ability and
his knowledge of public affairs in various
parts of the world. T am not going to let
this opportunity pass without entering a
strong and emphatic protest against his re-
marks eoncerning the Sergeant-at-Arms.
Those remarks were absoluiely unwar-
ranted, uncalled-for, and out of place.

Hon. A. MeCallum: There was no per-
sonal reference in them.

The Minister for Lands: You gave the
rank of the officer.

AMr. WELLS: What T abjected to was
the dirty inuendoes contained in the re-
marks that were made.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Have it that way if
vou like.

AMr. WELLS: T am not going to listen
to such remarks without entering an em-
phatic protest on behalf of the retnrned
soldiers on this side of the House. The
hon. member talked about the silk suif,
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knickerbockers and patent shoes worn by
a gentleman who has rendered great ser-
vice to the State, the Commonwealth and
the British Empire. The hon. member is
not fit to polish the shoes worn by the
Sergeant-at-Arms. It was the most con-
temptible and cowardly attack I have ever
listened to.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Take it as you like;
I explained there was nothing personal
abont it,

Mr. WELLS:
cxplained that.

Hon. A. MeCallom:
less one,

I know the hon. member

The office is & use-

My, WELLS: That was mevely a venecr
in cover the inuendoes.

Hon. A, MeCallum: You ean blow your
bag as much as you like; there was nothing
personal in what T said.

Mr. WELLS: If I blew my bag as hard
as the hon. member blows his, I shonld
soon be a balloon.

The Minister for Railways: He eannot
discuss any subject without being per-
sonal.

Mr. WELLS: The hon. member un-
doubtedly launched a personal attack. 1
do not object to his diseussing the expen-
diture involved, but when he absolutely
belittles a man, and speaks of the oceu-
pant of this position as a full-sized man
walking about 'this House, I wust enter
my protest.

Hon. A.
office,

MeCallum:
not the man.

Mr. WELLS: He spoke of the office as
being neither useful nor ornamental. We
ean imagine the feelings of the officer in
fuestion while this was going on.

Mr. J. I. Mann: And one whe had not
a chance to reply.

Mr. WELLS: It was a dirty and most
eontemptible action, and I join with other
members on this side of the House in
making my sincere and ecarnest protest, I
realise we cannot in this House talk our-
selves ont of our troubles. T, too, must
express my regvet that we are passing
through so great a depression, that we have
in our midst honest toilers looking for
work and unable to find it. It is a deplor-
able condition of affairs, T am sure we all
feel that we want to do our utmost with
the means at our disposal to improve the
position of and make life more tolerahle for

I belittled the
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the people concerned. The sudden col-
lapse in the price of our primary products
soon after the Government took office
brought about the present position. Of
eourse the depression is world-wide and
we are suffering as other countries are suf-
fering. All the channels of commerce have
become stagnated. We as a Parliament
can do very little to alter the pesition.
There are some things which this Parlia-
ment and the Commonwealth Parliament
could do and that are within the seope of
our ability to deo, and to those things we
should devote our attention. The larger
questions of exchange, the monetary sys-
tem, and the eommercial and industrial

welfare of the Commonwealth and the
Fmpire should be left to the larger
minds in the political arvena. That was

s0 in connection with the great war.
The artillery had often to he brought to
hreak through the barbed wire entangle-
ments and clear away impediments, so that
the rank and file could advance later, T feel
that the conferences recently held at Oftawa
and elsewhere represent a gesture of the
right kind, indieating that the intellects of
the eivilised world realise that it is their
duty to try in some way to bring ahout the
salvation of the Empire and of the rest of
the world. T feel it is their duty to effect
the reorganisation required. I helieve that
they are proeecding on right lines, and that
cre long the results of the various confer-
eneez will he felt throughout the Fmpire
and the remainder of the civilised world.
Meantime [ think we should apply our
energies in other avenues which will assist
us to get out of our troubles prohably a
little carlier than is at present anticipated.
I am glad to know that the Government in-
tend to ve-ennet the emergency legislation
which has heen in operation during the last
vear or two. The Farmers’ Debts Adjust-
ment Act has proved itself an cxcellent mea-
sure, saving hundreds of Western Australian
farmers from having to walk off their hold-
ings, giving them an opportunity to go on
from year to year, and thereby most proh-
ably epabling them, when the price of wheat
recovers a little, to retain properties which
olherwise they would have lost.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: All this is merely
staving off the evil day.

Mr. WELLS: For Western Australia, at
any rate, the farming and pastoral indus-
tries are undonbtedly paramount. When the
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farming and pastoral communities are pros-
perous, the effect is reflected on the indus-
frial centres more quickly than it is from
the prosperity of any other industries. If
only we can get the farming and pastoral
industries on a sound and payable basis, all
the rest of the people in Western Australia
will reap substantial benefits. It should be
the desire of the Government of this State
to help as far as possible to reduce the
charges levied upon those two industries,
and in every possible way to lower tuxation
and tariff charges which for vears past have
hampered them. Tf commodity prices do
not lift during the next few months, T cer-
tainly think the Commonwealth Government
should continue the wheat honus and that
the State Government shonld continue to
allow the carting bonus to settlers far re-
moved from railway communication,

Mr. Raphael: Are yon speaking as a
cockey, or as a polifician®

Mr. WELLS: Four years ago I invesied
pretty well the whole of my savings sinee
the war in a 3,000-acre block at Newdegate,
and T fear I shall have but little to show
for it. Therefore I am not without experi-
ence of coekeving. The Government should
endeavour to pursne as far as possible a
poliey which has been enunciated by mem-
bers on both sides of the Chamber. The
member for South Fremantle (Hon. A. Me-
Callum) mentioned it during last session,
and T think it was also mentioned by the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)—the en.
conragement of onr workers to settle on sub-
urban bloeks. This would he a good move.
and wonld afford considerable relief to men
on part-time work. On days on which thay
were not employed in industrial avenues,
they could improve their holdings. They
could grow their own vegetables, and keep
pigs and cows, thus largely improving their
canditions and lessening their drafts on State
finunces. Many complants have been made
as to the conditions under which men have
been workng at Harvey and elsewhere.
However, only a few weeks ago I was visited
by a man who had gone with his wife and
children from South Perth to Harvey; and
he told me that he had no desire to live in
the eity again; that he was in a far better
position at Harvey than when living in the
citv and drawing sustenance. He had a
marter of an aere at Harvey, on which he
was growing vegetables. He had plenty of
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fawls, and had a pig in the sty.  Altogether
he was doing remarkahly well.
Mr. Wansbrongh: He is a lucky one,
Mr. Raphacl: The only lucky one.

Mr. WELLS: 1t is quite possible thet
many men placed on =mall holdings in the
outer suburban arvea would be enabled by
this means largely to augment their incomes.
T am strongly of opinion that the Premier,
when attending ancther eonference in the
near future, should impress upon the other
[remiers, and on oll those engaged in dis-
enssing the affairs of Australin, the need for
making a definite move to ohtain a redue-
tion of our overseas interest. The people
of the Commonwealth have done remanrkably
well tn their conversion loan, thus pointing
the way to the nations of the world in that
respect. The Australian people should now
make a demand that their overseas ereditors
should also grant some relief in that dirvee-
tion. 1t is no use to tulk mevely of giving
relief to people on the land; we must also
get relief from our overseas creditors as ve-
gards interest rates. There is a good deal
to be said about the seecondary indus-
tries of Western Australia. 1 am pleased
to know that during the last year or twe
the resources of the South-West have heen
materially developed. Butter factories are
zoing up throughout the South-West, and
are employing a good deal of labour. Mora-
over, they are now in a position to supply
a good deal of the hutier reqnirements whieh
were formerly met by importation from the
Eastern States.

My, Raphael: ‘Al that will soon be
stopped when Mr. Bruoce comes home,

Mr. WELLS: 2Jluch might be aceom-
plished in the way of secondary industries
here if we could control our own destinies.
Not many vears ago—before Federation got
such a grip on this land—we had batter fae-
tories, hoot factories, and white-elothing fae-
tories employing considerable numbers of
men and women. To-day factories have van-
ished: they have gone to the eentres of in-
dustrial aetivity in the Eastern States. I
agree with the many members who have
spoken on the over-reaching effects of the
Federal Govermnent upon the States. We
should make the strongest possible effort to
regain our status as a sovereizn State. Our
sovereignty has heen fileched from us. 1t
is time we took a definite stand to et on
our feet again, as vregards political
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independence. Hundreds of thousands Mr. MecLarty: They are not to be com-
of pounds’ worth of Eastern States pelled to do so.

goads are still coming to Western Mr. WELLS: 1 am told that milk from

Australia every vear. There are hnge im-

ports of clothing and heots from the Fast. .

I have no fault te find with the buyers of
the large eity emporiums for buying in the
East, but the fact that they are so buying
shows that Western Australia needs some
protection against the transaction of its hus-
iness in that manner. They frequently buy
a few thousand pounds’ worth of goods at
reduced rates and dump them in the State.
As a consequence our workers are deprived
of employment. Quite apart from clothing,
boots and so forth, T find now that heer is
heing hrought across from the Eastern Stafes
and put on the market here, I thounght the
beer manufactured in Kalgoorlie or in
Perth was good enough for onr people. I
was astounded to learn the amount of money
spent on liquor here. I find that £8,000 is
spent daily on intoxieating liguor. T am
not posing as a prohibitionist or a temper-
anee advoecate, but to think that such an
amount is being spent daily at a time when
men are walking abont the streets ill-fed,
ill-clothed, and out of work, seems fo wme a
reflection upon the good sense of the citizens.
We shonld endeavour to encourage the use
of local products.  Frequently exhibitions
are held and demonstrations are given of the
use of locally manufactured articles. My ex-
perience is that they fall flat after o week.
I know it is difficult to persuade our women-
folk to buy loeally manufactured goods if
Eastern States articles can he hought at a
cheaper rate. Under sneh conditions, it is
diffieult to make people patriotic. Tf we
could control our own Customs and protect
our secondary industries, it wounld be of hene-
fit to the general community. Reeently there
was mueh trouble in the metvopolitan area
regarding the whole-milk supply. I am
pleased that the Minister for Agrieulture
infends fo introduce legislation dealing with
the industry. I am at a loss to know how
he will improve the position because comn-
petition enters into all industry and all hus-
iness, and it iz extremely diffienit to control
that clement. Tt is hard to tell the milk
producer at Harvey or Waroona that he
must not send his milk to the metropolitan
market., It will be diffieult to frame 2 meas-
ure that will comply with the wishes of the
milk producers in the metropolitan avea.

the group settlements and elsewhere is being
sold at 5d. or 6d. a gallon. Dairymen in
my clectorate say it is impossible to make
dairving pay if milk is sold at under 1s.
or Is. 2d. a gallon. The reasonable objec-
tion they take is against the eompetition
arvising from milk produced by group set-
{iers whose efforts have been subzidised from
public funds, whereas the dairymen in my
district have had to build up their berds and
develop their businesses out of their pri-
vate funds.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do unot
suggest they should have a monopoly - of
the trade?

M, WELLS: No. T am putting forward
their views on the question and they con-
sider the ecompetition is unfair, in view of
the eiveumstances I have outlined. T hope
the Mimster will give their views considera-
tion and that the legislation will prove satis-
faefory fo all concerned. With reference
to loeal matters, T want to comment on the
madequacy of the ferry serviee between
Barrack-street and Mends-street. Partien-
larky during the winter months is the pre-
sent service unsatisfactorv. The steamer
“Perth” is not suifable for thr service and
it is time that befter provision was made.
I understand the Labour Government bought
a Diesel engine for £4,800.

The Minister for Works: We had to pay
£2,000 duty on it.

Mr. WELLS: We have been paying in-
terest on the amount involved for a number
of years, totalling azhout £1,500. Tf th-
engine were sold, the Government could
eonstruct two smaller hoats that would he
far more suitable for the service. They
ghould have a carrying capaecity of about
130 wnassengers and, with the extra boats,
a satisfactory serviee could be maintained.
T am pleased that the Government have at
last decided to improve the Causeway. T
realise that there is no passible chance, in
view of the finaneial situation, of the orig-
inal elahorate scheme heing cavried out, and
T think the work that is being undertaken
at present will meet all requivements for
many years to come. It will provide a two-
way track alongside the tramline, I would
like the Minister to consider the extension
of the tramway loop to make it paossible
for a double line to run right aeross the
Causewav, The loop in the centre of the
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bridge occasions unreasonable delays, The
double line af the Vietoria Park end carries
an enormous traffic and at times two or
three trams have been hung up on the loop
in the centre of the Causeway. That in-
volves much delay. Last night, for instance,
a passenger travelling from the city to
South Perth was held up for 12 minutes
on loops during the journey. If the em-
bankment could be extended on the north-
edstern side, it would provide a thorough-
fare that would meet all requirements for
the next 25 or 30 years. T do not desire
to criticise the Government regarding the
manner in which they have dealt with the
unemployment difficulty because I realise
they have donc their best in the eiveum-
stances, with the funds at their disposal.
There is one feature, however, that I con-
sider unfair. The man who has been thrifty
and saved a little money during his employ-
ment, is debarred from securing assistance
until the whole of his money is spent. That
means that the man has to become a pauper
hefore he can seenre work, The thrifty
man should he encouraged now as he was
before the depression. The man who has
squandered his money is assisted, but the
thrifty man is penalised under exist-
ing counditions, and that should not be.
T want to support the remarks of some
members who have touched upon the cost
cf administration of Government depart-
ments. I think this Government and the
Governments of the various States could do
a great deal towards reducing the expendi-
ture of Commonwealth and State depart-
ments. I do not know that very much could
be done in our State departments, but I
think the cost of administration of the
Federal Government is out of all reason.
I have here some figures which give an idea
of the lavishness of the expenditure of the
Commonwealth Government. They hold no
territory, and they derive all their revenue
from the States. When, 30 years ago,
Federation was established we were fold it
would cost about £750,000 per annum. In
- 1912 the liabilities of the Federal Govern-
ment tofalled £6,351,000, the resnlt largely
of the building of the Trans railway and the
Northern Territory railway. That was be-
fore they embarked upon the orgy of spenc-
ing, when the cost of adminstration went up
by leaps and bounds uniil to-day we bhave a
Federal Public Service representing £9,600,
000 per anonm. From this enormous expen-
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diture Western Australia has derived little
or no benefit. The loss on the Common-
wealth steamships was £8,000,000, Canberra
has cost nearly £13,000,000, the Federal
Parlinment House, exclusive of inferest and
furniture, cost £670,000.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: And that is only a
temporary building.

Mr. WELLS: That is so. Then we have
a Governor Generul with a salary of £10,000
per annum, and vet the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment propose to reduce the pensions fo
old people and invalids.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Well, you voted for ths
Governiment. You voted for Nairn and for
Pearce.

Mr., WELLS: T admire the stand that
Mr, Nairn has taken. Bui it does not mat-
ter whom I voted for, I am speaking of the
Federal expenditure and the cutting down
of pensions. It is a despicable thing to re-
duce the pensions of aged and invalid per-
sons. In view of that, it iz unfair and un-
just that we should pay enormous salaries
to people in high places. One of the judges
of the Federal court has refused to have his
salary reduced by so much as a shilling, The
Prime AMinister’s Lodme at Canberra cost
£17,500, and the renovations to Govern-
ment House, hefore the present Governor
General oecupied it, cost £74,971.  Then
they have a swimming pool which ¢ost some
thousands, and they are now erecting a golf
house at 2 cost of some thousands more.
And we, the taxpayers in Western Australia
who have derived no benefit whatever from
these extravagances, are called upon to pay
onr Federal taxes. The Federal Govern-
ment have heen wildly reckless, and it is
time a definite stand was taken by the States
and an emphatic protest made against the
enormous expenditure.

AMr. Marshall: I hope your Leader is tak-
ing notiee of you.

Mr. WELLS: I hope so too. At Can-
herra there is a staff of 93 gardeners, draw-
ing amongst them £24,237 per anpum.
When first the sales tax was imposed, the
Prime Minister said no extra staff would be
required to colleci it. Yei to-day the collee-
tion of that tax is costing £53,000 per an-
num. Then we have Federal duplication of
all the departments. There is the Federal
Health Department, costing £2%0,000 per
annum, the Federal Public Works Depart-
ment costing £140,000 per annum, while in
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the Forests Department—actually they have
no forests at all—the Conservator is paid
£2,000 per annum.  There is the Federal
Arbitration Court and the Federal Electoral
Department and many other Federal depart-
ments, all maintained at great cost, whereas
the work conld be done guite as well by the
State departments.  The Commonwealth
Parliament has encroached upon the States
in every way. It collects about, £60,000,000
in revenue from the States and pays thew
back approximately £11,000,000. The Cowm-
monwealth colleets in taxation from this
State £3,325,000 and returns te ns £774,000.
The sooner we put a stop to all this over
lapping, the better it will be for the States
and for all Australian taxpayers.  Thea
this State and the other States are placed
in an invidious position when they have to
go to the Loan Council cap in hand for
every shilling required.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: This Government have
just had from the Loan Council £500,000
as a free gift.

Mr. WELLS: Yes, after the Common-
wealth Government have collected £3,325,000
from us they give us back £500,000. And
not only do we have to go to the Loan Coun-
cil for necessary money, but the Iederal
Government now tell us how we shall spend
that money and are even dictating to us as
to how we shall spend our own money. It
has come to a fine pass when a sovereign
State has to submit to conditions laid down
by a Federal Government. It is absolutely
humiliating. We have sold our birthright
to the Commonwealth, and the sooner we
get relief from it, the better. Our commer-
cial houses and even our daily newspapers
are all controlled from the East. We have
not a say in anything at all, for vested
interests are dietating our policy. Federa-
tion has never heen a sucecess, either in the
Commonwealth or in any of the other coun-
tries of the world. Both in Canada and in
the United States the people complain abont
Federation., I have here a letter written
by a man in a2 high position in Canada.
He is a native born Australian, but has
heen resident in Canada for many years.
After tabulating the figures showing the in-
creased burden of federation on the people
of Canada, he summed up with this state-
ment—

This table is instructive in showing that
even allowing for the increase inm population

and production. the demand of the people of
Canada fur national services has in addition to
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the needs of reconstruetion resulied in the per
capita taxation being doubled.

The same thing applies to the United
States—

The demand for reform and retrenchment in
Federal administration and expenditure has
latterly become fnsistent in the United States.
During last session o Congressman for Indiana
of 23 vears’ standing staied in the House,
“During the last two decades bureaucratie
power has grown by leaps and bounds until
Washington now dominates, regulates and con-
trols the nation, cven in the most intimate
coneerng of its citizens, Loecal self-government
is vanishing in the rush to let Washington do
it. Priceless rights and privileges, which our
forefathers intended to he exercised locally,
are heing surrendered without a struggle into
the vortex of federal authority. Every day
government is being removed farther and far-
ther from the home and fireside into the ten-
tacles of the already overwhelming federal
hureaueracy.”!

That applies equally to the Commonwealth
of Australia. I commend those remarks to
members and sincerely hope that during the
next few months we shall have a brighter
and hetter time, not only in this State but
throughout the Commonwealth and the Em-
pire. I feel sure that great things have to
he done on the other side of the world, but
legislators in Western Australia and Aus-
tralin can in some small degree assist those
who cannot help themselves. T congratulate
the Government on the work they have
done during the last two vears with the
means at their disposal. I believe that
right-thinking people of Western Australia
realise that every effort has been put forth
by the Government to alleviate the trouble
and distress that exists and find employment
under the best conditions possible with the
means at their command.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—2AIt. Marshall) [10.32]: At this
late stage T wish to reply to some remarks
made by members opposite. I have listened
for nearly three weeks to learn something
fram memhers opposite to aid the country
in its present trouble, and there have heen
three sugrzestions, one from the member for
Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Millington) to change
the Government, ane from the member for
Criildford-Midland (Hon. W. T). Johnson)
to put all the men we can on full time, and
another from the wmember for South Fre-
mantle (Hon. A. McCallum) to peg the ex-
change. I do not agree with any of the
snugestions, but T wish to reply to some of
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the statements made by the member for South
Fremantle to-night. The Premier is in his
seat and 1 intend to repeat what the member
for South Fremantle =aid. Dealing with
piccework, he read a letter from a union
socretary at Northam. who was a member of
a deputation, denving certain statements that
L mrde here. He mentioned that the Premier
had since heen to Northam, had met the men,
and had taken them off piccework and put
them on day lahour. The Premier i in his
~eal, and he denies havine done any such
thing,

Hon. A, AMeCallwin: The letter said that
Liv had done it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
that is the kind of ~tnif to which I strongly
vhicet,  Members opposite aceept ex-parte
statements hy any individual and then ~fate
thew to the Iouse as faets.

1Ton, A, MeCallim: They have zone on to
day work right enough.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
statement made was a sevious reflection on
members on this <de of the Houze. The
Minister for Rallwavs was elaiming  that
members on this side were not devoid of tha
milk of human kindness, as had been alleged
by members opposite.  The member for
South Fremantle said he helieved the Min-
ister did possess some of the milk of hunwan
kinduness, but that he could not exercise his
svmpathy while he was with the parties on
this side of the House. Tle insinnation was
that members on this side, with the excep-
tion of the Minister for Railways, were not
doing a fair thing by the workers of the
Riate.  During this session, in a previous
debate, 1 pave eertain figures, and they have
not heen replied to. Yet misleading state-
ments and lies have been indulged in. T took
the information from “The Australian
Warker.” copies of which T have before me.
T da not intend to reply to those statements
acain. The member for Seuth Fremantle
said T did not allow for the child endowment
selieme in New South Wales, that a man re-
veived pavment for a ehild up to 21 years at
the rate of s. & week. If any member turns
up the Commonwealth Year Book for 1931,
he ean see Just what the child endowment
provision is. The Aef was passed in 1929
and provided for 5s. a week after the first
child, not hefore. XNotwithstanding that, the
(iovernment of Western Australia are pro-
viding more work than are the New South
Wales Governmenti, even including child en-
dowment, exeept for a man who has six
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children. We are doing more than is anv
other State, not only in providing relief work
hut in the amount of sustenanee paid. When
we look at the problem fairly, which it is
impossible for some members to do, there ean
be no doubt that the Government have done
more than any other (overnment in Aus-
tralin and more, T helieve, than any other
Government in the world. What we have
done, too, has heen done nunder the most try-
ing financial eireumstances. The member for
South TFremantle gave zome fizures. He
sail the Premier had stated that last
vear we had £1,750,000 of loan money and
that the deficit for the vear was £1,500,000.
The total of the two, he said, meant that the
present Government had received move loan
monev than the Collier (Government had had
in their last vear. Of eourse the deficit was
not loan money: it was money provided in
order to meet the shortage of revenue. Be-
cause of those statements T intend to give
some fizures. The net loan expenditure on
public works, according to the “Statisiteal
Abstraet,” has heen as Eollows:—

£
1928 4,654,610
1929 1.372,269
1920 1,693,031
The average for the three years was
£4240,000.  In the next iwo vears the

amounts were—

£
1931 1,759,263
1932 1,380,000

In the three years 1928-30 the Labour Govern-
ment had an average of £2,680,000 more of
loan wmonex to spend than we have liad in
the last two vears.

Mr, Wenneallv: Lack of confidence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [t 15 not
due to any lack of confidence. The Labonr
Goveinment spent the monev, bui they did
now horrow it. It was taken from  frust
funds. Tt was to be horrowed in future and
restored, but it ha= not heen boreowed yet.
That has been oune of the great difficultios
with which the present Government have had
to contend, that the trust funds were not
only depleted hut were in arvearvs and have
to be built up. The average revenue during
the last three wears of the Lahour Govern-
ment was £9,832,600 a vear, while for the
present Government it has been £8.3410),6010).
In other words, we have had £41I61.300 a
vear less to spend on the people of the
State, less to spend in finding work for the
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people and assisting to meet the reyuests of
people requiring work. The story does not
finish there. In 1931 the present Govern-
ment paid by way of sustenance £436,139,
and in 1932 £643,996, a total for the two
vears of over £1,080,000, In addition, we have
had exchange payments to meet in two vears
amounting to £951,000 which the other Gov-
ernment did not have to meet.  We have
had less money to handle than the previous
Government had for three years, amount-
ing to £3,171,900 per annum.  When one
anaylses the position and looks at  fairly
and squarely, one can only admit that the
Government have done their joh well.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You have a great record
with 6,000 men down and out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
we came into office there were thousands of
men walking round the country with swaes
on their backs, and =ingle men conld not
get any sustenanece. We have provided zus-
tenance for single men, and yet memhers op-
posite say we are grinding down the worker.
{n 1927-28 the wheat vield of the State was
ralued at £9,921039, and in 1930-31 it was
valued at £€5,973,000. In the former vear
wool was valued at £3,520,077, and last vear
1t was valued at only £2,516,622. In other
words, in wheat and wool the average income
of the people dropped by £6,773,000 per
annum. Compare that with 1027-281 That
is the problem we have to face. Yt is no’
a question of anvthing this Government can
do, for we are doing all that is humanly pos-
sible.

Mr., Kenneally: A very poor pessible.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
did the hon, memher’s Government do?
They want us to put all the men on full
time. What would be done with the re-
mainder? They speak  of  only £600,000
spent on sustenance. Let us make it a mil-
lion, and put everybody into a joh. Why do
members opposite want men emploved full
time? They want to keep the unions to-
gether., That is all. They want to gef the
union fees out of the men that are on full
time, seeing that they cannot get the fees
to-day. What happened before we came into
office? If a man wanted a job in Govern-
ment employment he had to he a member
of “our party,” a member of a trade union
with his dues fully paid up. They did go
so far as to give a man a fortnight’«
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work, but they tock the fees vut of his fort-
night's pay.

Hon. J. Cumingham: You know that iz
not right. Yon reduced the rate on water
sapply per acre, and you knew when you
made the reduction thai you could nor get
the necessary revenue to pay for the work,
You kunew you could not pay the annual
interest on the capital outlay for 12 mornihs.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Speils to the victors!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wher-
ever pussible the Government have redoced
the charges on primary producers.

Hon. J. Comninghbaa: Jost a momens,
You know what vou did.

The MINISTEL ¥R WORKS: We have
done everything we could to reduce the cost
to ordinary produecers, and we reduced the
water rates.

Hon. J. Canningham: What aboub spcils
iz the vietors?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We ve-
dueed the maximum rate from 1s. in the
pounl to Gd.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You did nothing
of the kind.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: In con-
neelion with the scheme the hop. member
is talking abonut, if the Gd. an acre bad besn
paid a protit of about £2,000 a year would
have resulted.

Hon. J. Cunningham: What about the ex-
tensions of the goldfields water supply?
Yon know what von have done; given spoils
to the victors.

AMr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber can reply when the Minister has sat
down.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I
asked for certain information that I might
give it to the Honse. The water rates were
reduced in 1923,

Hon. J. Cunningham: And you put them
up.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ther
were redured by the Minister who now holds
the position of Minister for Mines. That
continued in operation until July 12 months
later. Where was the monev taken from?
The sum of £45,000 to £47.000 was taken
out of loan funds and put into revenne, and
so inflated revenne.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The money is now
heing taken to make up the deficiency. You
are charging per acre for the extensions,
rates ranging from 10d. to 6d. I am refer-
ring to the whole of the extensions.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
figures show that if 6d. per acre was paid
Ly everyone there would be a reasonable
profit.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Buf you are not
getting it.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: In the
case of the goldfields water supply the Gov-
ernment had no option but to do what they
did. The concession was rightfully made.
The mining industry was languishing and
reqnired encouragement. All Governments
have given such conecssions. To-day the
price of gold has enormously increased. We
conld not under any conditions take the
money out of Joan funds, becanse the Loan
Couneil definitely stated that loan funds had
to be used on works that would return inter-
est and sinking fund.

Hoen. J. Cunningham: Why did you make
the reduetion; you are not getting rev-
enue.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon.
member to cease interjecting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not-
withstanding what members opposite have
said, we on this side of the House have just
as much of the milk of human kindness as
they have.

Mr. Kenneally: You have a strange way
of showing it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
are doing all we ecan. No one would be more
pleased than I if we could put the right
men on full time, QOwing to the faet that
50 many men are on sustenance, and this
accounts for a hig proportion of the de-
ficit, it is both the policy and the duty of
the Government to take as many men off
sustenance as possible and give them real
work to do. That 15 what we are trying
to bring about. The other night I referred
to the number of men being employed on
part time. I have had a return prepared
showing what married men receive in em-
ployment on public works. The average re-
mwneration they get is £2 4s, 114. per week.

Mr. Kenneally: A magnificent sum.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: No
other State in Australia pays that amount
in such eircumstances,

Mr. Corboy: Surely von are not proud
of that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Na,
But we have only to compare this with
Quecnsland, to stand oat well. There was
a change of Government in that State a
litile while azo. and T have read that ‘the
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Government there are giving 9,000 single
men who are out of work 6s. for rations inm
one weck, and in the following week one
day’s work at 15s. 4d,, making a total of
21s. 4d. upon whicvh they are expected to
live for two weeks.

Miss Holman: That was a big increase on
what the Moore Government did. It applied
to 13,000 men at one swoop.

Mr. Kennecally: In the time of the
Moore  Giovernment. men had to tvavel
about 20 iniles to get any susfenance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
Queensland, with a Labour Government in
office, 13,000 single inen receive 6s. in
vations for one week and 13s, 4d. for =»
day’s work in the ensuing week, or a total
of 21s. 4d. for two weeks. In this State, al-
though we have not done all we would have
liked to do, we have done all we can do.

Miss Holman: Qur single men get only
7s.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
not working under the same conditions as
apply in Queensland.

Mr. Wansbrough: Half of the men are
not getting either sustenanee or work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not awarc of thaf,

Mr. Kenneally: You close your eves to
that.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The single men in
Kalgoorlie get nothing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister in charge of unemployment has
replied to all those points.

Mr. Corboy: It is the old Yankee game
of passing the buck.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think I have dealt with all the questions
that have been raised. During the debate
members were very reasonahle in their at-
titude. Indeed, they rather snrprised me
by not finding more grounds for eriticisng
the Government. All I have done is to
reply to the few questions put up which
concern my department.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following resulé:—

Ayes
XNoes

Majority against

|l | B3



AYES.

Mr. Collier Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Corboy Mr. Raphael

Mr. Coverley Mr, Sleeman

Mr. Cunningham Mr, F. C. L. Smith

Miss Helman Mr. Troy

Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Marshall Mr, Willcock

Mr. McCallum Mr. Withers

Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson

Mr. Munsie (Teller.)
Nogs.

Me, Angele Mr. North

Mr. Brows Mr. Parker

Mr. Church Mr. Palrick

Mr. Davy Mr. Piessze

Mr. Doney My, Richardson

Mr. FFerguson Mr. Sampson

Mr. Latham Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Lindsay Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Wells

Mr. J. 1. Mann Mr. Barnard

Mr. MclLarty (Tailer.)
Sir Jomes Mitchell

Motion thus negatived.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [10.56]:
Since this debate has heen proeeeding, the
Press have shown anxiety that it sheuld be
finished, presumably in order that the Gov-
ernment might proceed with the other hus-
iness of the session. That would be a good
idea if one could find in the Government's
programme anything likely to henefit the
countrv. If that were so, I would sit down
withont saying another word. However, T
have perused the Speech, and have made all
possible inquiries, and cannot see any good
that is likely to result from the Govern-
nient’s proposals. 1t would have leen bet-
fer had the financial emergency legislation
not been passed at all, and I hope that it
will not be re-enacted. The most important
question now facing Parliament is unemploy-
ment. Last night the Minister who is eon-
cerned questioned one or fwo statements
made from this side of the House; in fact, he
deseribed them as mere hearsay, or as incor-
rect. Now I wish to bring before him one
or two cases which are not from hearsay,
but for which T can vouch. On the Supply
Bill T mentioned twe cases in which I had
heen wnable to effect anything. The I've-
mior, during the eourse of that debate, said
that I had never hrought before either the
Child Welfare Department or the TUnem-
ployment Board any case that had not
been satisfactorily settled or sympatheticaily
considered, T returned to the officials
with the two cases, hut up to date nothing
has been done. One was the case of a man
receiving 21s. Because he earned a few shil-
lings outside, a deduction was made from his
sustenance, notwithstanding the fact that he
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had not earned anything for many months
prior tg getting the one small job. Another
case is that of a man receiving 14s., and [
consider this man to be the worst freated ot
all.  The unfortunate man was able to get
a job working on coal at the Fremantle gus-
works. He earned 25s. at that work. Al-
though he had carned nothing for the pre-
vious 12 months, the department stopped
the 14s. for that week. | have heen to the
officials several times, but so far the matter
has not been vectified. Therefore the Pre-
mier’s assertions as to satisfaction or sym-
pathetic treatment are of no use. Then there
is the case of a man with a wife and nine
children, three of the childven heing over 14
years of age. ln respect of these three the
department do not recognise any vesponsi-
Lifity. There are six c¢hildren under the age
of 14 years. The father 1s an invalid pen-
sioner, and as such he is hkely fo he getting
15s. in a few weeks from now; at present
he is receiving 17s. Gd. T claim that the pen-
sion is given to the man for his own keep,
and not for the benefit of the State Govern-
ment, not to cnahle them fo reduce susten-
ance payments for the rest of the family.
Six of the children are unemployed. Up to
two days ago the man had been able to obtain
only 23s. per week for the keep of his
wife and their six young children. T was re-
sponsible for obtaining 7s. additional for the
man. During the eurrent week 1 have done
my best for him with the department, and
have managed to get the other 7s. This means
that instead of 28s. he will receive 333 for
the keep of his wife and of six children.
For children undev the care of the Child
Weltare Department, 9s. per head per week
is supposed to be allowed. Towever, our
seraping, cheese-paring  Government are
helping to starve these children, because it
is impossible for the family to lve on the
amount of sustenance granted. I do not
think any Minister, or any hon. member op-
posite, will say that 28s. per week is a suf-
ficient amount for six children and their
mother to live on. On top of that, there are
the three children over 14 years of age.
Nothing is done for them.

Mr. Kenneally: They are not supposed
fo eat at all.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No. Now there is a
new departure. A few weeks ago represen-
tatives of the Unemployment Relief Board
visited Fremantle and suggested to the
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Single Men's Relief Committee that where
tamilies were drawing the maximum of
£2 9s. a week, the commitiee should re-
frain from giving further assistance to chil-
dren belonging to such families. They
claimed that £2 9s. was the maximum that
should he paid to any family. To the
credit of the Single Men’s Relief Commit-
tee, it ust be stated that they turned the
request down flat. and said they would deal
with each application on tts merits and de-
cide whether or not they would grant fur-
ther assistanee. .Apparently the TUnem-
ployed Relief Board say that if they can-
not get it one way, they will get it an-
other way. They have adopted the atti-
tude that as the Single Men’s Relief Com-
mittec will not refrain from giving addi-
tional sustenance to children over 14 years
of age, they themselves will deduct the as-
sistance granted to children under 14 years
of age. T have a letter sent by the board
to a man who was drawing the maximum
and whose children had reecived a little
relief from the committee, consisting of a
small quantity of rations. The letter in-
clnded the following:—

T have to inform yon that vour sustenance

grant from this department will be 35s, as
from the 20th August, 1932, owing to children
over 14 vears of age drawing . . . . from the
immigrant home. One over 14 years of age
only is allowed.
That is the new secheme. Because the com-
mittee would not agree to the hoard’s sug-
gestions, the latter are prepared o starve
the younger children. Toes the Minister
for Lands sanction that sort of thing? The
Minister does not answer? Silence gives
consent!

The Minister for Lands: T tell yon that
we are doing more than vour Government
ever did.

M SLEEMAN: TFor my part, [ tell the
Minister that what the Government are
doing is a dastardly (hing. All that the
Fremantle Single Men’s Relief Committee
have supplied to the children over 14 years
of age has heen 3s. worth of rations. The
relief board say, ‘‘If the Fremantle com-
mittee will not starve the older children.
then, by God, we will starve the younger
ones.”” Tt is a standing disgrace fo the
Government to allow that sort of thing tn

bhe done. The Minister must know of it.
Mr. Kenneally: The Minister admits he
does.
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The Minister for Lands: I did pothing
of the sort. I will speak for myself.

AMr. SLEEMAN: Then there is the posi-
tion of single girls. I know of an instance
in which a widow is drawing the old age
pension. Her c¢hild, 18 years of age, ap-
proached the department and asked for the
single girl’s allpwance. She was asked why
she did not get work. We know that no
work is available. We also know that the
old age pension drawn by the old lady is
insufficient to maintain herself and a zirl
18 years of age. The pension was never
intended to he used to maintain a family,
but was merely to provide for the pen-
zioner alane. [ am satisfied that if the
girl could get a position, she would not at-
tempt to get sustenance from the {lovern-
ment. The Premier says that the single
men should marry  these girls aud -0 ob-
viate the necessity for sustenance. Not-
withstanding the heroies of the Minister
for Works to-night, the Governwment have
been sending men out of the country on
starvation rates and men have returned
from 1’indalup who have earned 10s. 11d.
for a week’s work. How can a man earn-
ing that meagre amount enter the matri-
monial market?

Mr. Kenneally: There is a big oppor-
tunity for the display of that milk of hu-
man kindness that was spoken ahout last
night.

Me. SLEEMAX: 1f there iz any milk of
luman kindness in Ministers, they have an
opportunity to do something. now that [
lave drawn attention to these instances.
The Attorney Gieneral said that Opposition
members claimed to be the only possessors of
the milk of human kindness, but the first
suggestion of thal came from the Govern-
ment side of the House. There is another
section of the eommunity that is suffering.
1 refer to children wha, perhaps unfortun-
ately for themselves, have heen able to save
a few shillings. T know of one instance in
which a child had to open his monecy box
and spend his little savings before his par-
ents eould secure sustenance. Does the
Minister agree with that sort of thing? I
hope the instances 1 have cited will be in-
vestigated. T have not been able to get any-
thing done so far. If the position is not
rectified, T shall have to make another af-
tempt when the Estimates are before us.

Mr. Kenneallv: You are an optimist.
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Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Rail-
ways said last night that definite instruc-
tions had been given that where the father
was suffering from ill-bealth or infirmity his
son would be allowed to work out the sus-
tenance on his parents’ behalf. When the
sewerage work was commenced at Fremantle,
I was successful in securing the employment
of a son to work out the sustenance for his
father, but lately when I made a similar
applieation, T was told there was no chanes
of a boy being placed on the job because
sueh a praetice would become the rule and
would become too prevalent. I do not doubt
the Minister’s statement as to his intentions,
but what he indicated was to be done is not
being carrvied out. Now the Minister iz
aware of the facts, I hope that Le will see
that effeet is given to his instructions. Last
night the memher for North-East Fremantle
{Mr, Parker) complained that the amount
of the dole, as he ecalled it, was too great,
because some in receipt of it had indulged
in tickets in erossword puzzles. I have been
wondering whether lLe iz the nigger in the
woodpile with regard to the latest develop-
ment. We now find that instructions have
been issued that local governing bodies arz
not to take any fresh registrations and that
men are to be put on the ration ticket. 1
wonder whether the member for North-Kast
Fremantle whispered in someone’s ear and
whether, because he knew that someone had
indulged in a few crossword puzzle tickets,
the ~Government determined to find a
way out of the difficulty by not allowing
men to work on sustenance and hyv re-
quiring them to be put on the ration ticket.
Time and time again have women come to
me and told me that if they had the equniva-
lent of the ration order they could do better
with it than by having the order itself. They
tell me that if they go to some shops with a
ration order they are charged 1d. or 2d.
more than they would be charged if they
went with eash. Then, with the ration order
there is no chance of their getting any
clothes at all. Even with the sustenanee they
have to starve themselves in order to get the
clothes they require. It seems to me that
unless something bhe done to allow these peo-
ple to handle a little money, the next thing
we shall have will be the uncmpleyed joining
that new sect, the Nudists, becanse they will
not be able to get any clothes. T do not think
the Minister would tike to see a branch of
that seet started heve, but T am afraid it will
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have to eome. I have approached the Pre-
mier and the Chief Secretary on a eertain
matter, but have failed to get satisfaction,
In my opinion, it is a case of repudiation.
On a eertain date in 1905 two men joined
the Public Service. When they retire, one is
granted a pension, but the other is told he
cannot have one, Both men were made per-
manent on the same day, but they are treated
dilferently when they leave the serviee, T °
approached the Chief Secretary, who in-
formed me he ecould not get past the Public
Service Commissioner, who had ruled that
one man was not entitled to a pension.

The Minister for Lands: T suppose they
were in diffevent branches of the service.

Mr. SLEEMAN : No, they were in exactly
the same hranch and the same department,
and both were made permanent on the same
day; wet one gets a pension and the other
is refused.

The Minister for Lands: T suppose one
was a departmental officer angd the other was
on the wages staff,

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, they were both in
the same elass. Here is the reply I got from
the Public Service Commissioner—

Dear Sir,—Re Ex-Warder J. J. O'Connor.

The Chief Secretary’s Department has
handed to me for attention your letter dated
27th January addressed to the Hon, Minister
controlling gaols, wherein you request on De-
lalf of Ex-Warder O’Connor that his elaim
for superannuation, which was dealt with and
disaltowed by the Governor in Council in Sep-
tember, 19390, be again reconsidered with a
view to obtaining another decision in favour
of Ex-Warder O’Connor.

For your information T may state that the
matter of Ex-Warder O'Connor’s eclaim for
superannuation was dealt with and finalised by
my predecessor some considerable time before
I assumed my present office, and that the re-
cords disclose the following faets, viz.:—

{a) That in the first instapce the claim was
considered by the Pensions Board,
which was of the opinien that in light
of admitted facls the claim was not
maintainable.

(b) That after the Governor in Couneil had
disallowed the claim the Civil Serviee
Assoeiation and Mr. A. MeCallum,
M.L.A., separately took up the matter
with my predeeessor.

(c) That in eorupliance with the request of
the Association my predecessor again
submitted the elaim to the Pensions
Board for its further consideration in
the light of contentions and argu-
ments put forward by the Associa-
tion.
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(d) That the Pensions Board, after giving
the matter such further consideration
as reguested, adhered to its original
opinion,

(e) That thereafter, in view of the dis-
allowance of his claim, Ex-Warder
O’Connor was granted and accepted
speeial retiring  allowance, and did
not proceed any further with his elaim
for superannuation.

I do not know if I bave any authority in
the matter, but assuming that I have, I think
that in the circumstances above-mentioned it
would not only be improper but also would be
unreasonable and unjustifiable for me now to
reopen a matter which, after very careful conm-
sideration, had already been dealt with and
finalised by my predecessor.

The Chief Sccretary will admit that this is a
most extraordinary ease.  Certainly the
Premier has admitted that it is a remarkable
case, and when I asked him what could he
done about it, he practically said nothing
could be done. DProof that these two men
joined the service on the same day will be
found in the Blue Book for 19035, where
it is shown that they were both made per-
manent officials on the 1lst January of
that year. The reason given for the
anomaly is that the one was properly
cmployed, whereas the other was not. It is
claimed that the appeintment of one went
through Execntive Couneil, but that by some
omission on the part of the then Minister
the appointment of the other never went
before Executive Council. And now affer
all these years of serviee this man finds that
through no fault of his own he is debarred
from receiving a pension. The hest way I
can sum up the ease is to quote from a
speech delivered by Mr. Justice Draper when
he was a member of this Honse in 1910 in
moving for certain papers relating to pen-
sions. The hon. memher made this state-
ment—

If they refused to give him a pension merely
because he is not able to eanforee it in a court
of law they arc not following the principle of
justice which should prevail in a British com-
munity. T eould well understand some South
American Republie desiring to repudizte a lia-
bility; but it is diffiecnlt to believe that in
Western Aaustralia we should find a Govern-
ment seeking to evade their liability upon the
mere pretext that, althongh a man is entitled
to a pension, yet as he eannot bring an action
and enforece it in & court of law they will not
give him one.

[The Depuly Speaker took the Chair.)
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That was the opinion of Mr. Justice Draper
when he was a member of this House. It
has been the fault of Governments that when
they saw a chance to deprive a man of a pen-
sion they did not besitate to seize it. 1 bave
been to the Premier, the Chief Secretary and
the Public Service Commissioner without
any satisfaction, and I hope it will not be
necessary for me ito move in the House a
motion aflirming the desivability of grant-
ing this man bis pension. 1 understand the
Public Service Commissioner is a servant of
the House, not of the Government, and in
order that I may get justice for this man I
may have to move a motion, although I hope
it will not be necessary. Quife a lot has
been said as to how to get over our economic
troubles. All will agree that we are not
going to get rid of unemployment by the
lengthening of hours. When the Govermuent
came into office, one of their first actions was
to serap the 44-hour week and get back to
the 48-hour week. I eannot understand how
any hody of men, let alone Cabinet Ministers,
could think that by increasing hours of
labour they are geing to abolish unemploy-
ment. They will never do it by those means.
Even Mr. William Morris Hughes has
wakened up to the position and is now advo-
cating the shortening of hours in order tfo

meet the unemployment position. In these
days of labour-saving devices, with men

being thrown on the labour market as a
result of the new machinery, the only thing
to do is to reduce the number of hours a man
works. If that be not done, we shall always
have the unemployed with us. The Govern-
rient take a very queer view of the matter.
At the elections they said they were going to
find work for all, and make everyhody
prosperous. Yet their first action was to ex-
tend the 44-hour week to 48 hours, which
they said would reduce the number of un-
employed. Only to-night the Minister for
Works was telling uws about something
being done in Queensland. Even on the
Minister's own figures it works out bet-
ter than obtains in this State where
only 7s. a week is given to & single
man, and that only in certain distriets. We
have heard that 7s. is paid in Perth; &s. is
paid in Fremantle; in Bunbury I am told the
amount is less, and in other parts of the
State I believe nothing at all is paid. The
Minister for Works, by quoting Queensland,
I think hronght himself out on the wrong
side of the ledger. There is something that
ghould have been done vears ago, though T
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admit it is wseless to ery about its not hav-
ing been done hefore. When the Premier
attends the next conference in the Eastern
8tates, he should try fo get the Common-
wealth and the other States to agree to the
inanguration of a system of national insur-
anee. Much lime and money have been spent
in Australia in investigating the question.
There is a vecord of voanmissions Laving sat
over five years ago and of having rvecom-
mended national insurance.  Although we
ltave been rather late in starting, it is better
late than never. If national insurance could
he established the Government would exper-
ience some relief. I helieve that everyone,
on attaining the age of 55 or 60, should be re-
tired and be enabled to live comfortably and
g0 make room for the younger people. At
present a man has to keep his nose to the
grindstone in order to get the wherewithal
to live. If a national insuranee seheme were
adopted, the workers would not be lhaunted
by the fear of unemployment or the fear of
heing miserable and probably living in a
state of, semi-starvation during their deelin-
ing years. A few men could be absorbed
on the Peel Fstate. T know the estate fainly
well.  There are men at  Fremantle who
would be prepared to take up blocks there
vrovided they were granted at a nominal fec.
At present the land is reverting to bush, and
if negleeted much longer, not only witl the
husgh bave grown up hut posts and wires will
he gone and everything will be fost. ¥ the
blocks were made available at a nominal feu
people would take them wp.

The Minister for Lands: All on our hands
have been taken up.

Mr. SLEEMAN: [ believe the charge is
about £12 per half year.

The Minister for Lands: Less than that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not think it is pos-
sible to get them for less. T know there
are 3 number of blocks which men in Fre-
mantle wonld willingly take in hand pro-
vided the fee was nominal and that rations
were continued for a time. They wonld by
only too glad to get away fromn the lahour
market and seeure 2 home of their own. It
would be far hetter to place people on those
blocks, even if the land were given away. Tt
would pay the Government to write down
the values even more, rather than leave the
lioldings unoceupied. Considerable reference
has been made to the overseas debt. The
time is opportune for the Premiers’ Confer-
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ence {o ingnire whether some veliek cannot
be obtained. I a man is practically bauk-
rupt, he does not allow his ¢hildren to starve.
tHe explains his case lo bhis creditors. He
tells them that he eannot pay, but thal when
he iz in a position to pay, he wilt do s0. We
are i that position. We should tell our
eveditors that we are not prepared to allow
our peuple to starve in order thai overseans
interest may be paid. We ure not anxious
to default, hut we are anxious that our peo-
ple should he fed and clothed. To en-

able us to ensure that, it should net
be necessary for us to pay interest
for a time. Aciion along these lines

should have been taken hefore. Not lony
ago. when anyone suggested any unction of
the kind, he was set down as a repudiationist
and everything that was bad.  Other people,
however, are eoming around to that way of
thinking, and T hope somethine will be done
in that direetion. 1 was amused the other
evening to bear the memhr for Nopth Perth
(Mr, J. MaeCallum Smith) asking about a
statement made by Professor Fox. Last vear
when Professor Shann was allowed to zo
fo the Baslern States to write propaganda
for the Bank of New South Wales, the mem-
ber Ter North Perth made no mention of the
fact. T asked fuestions ahout Prolessor
Shann, the conditions under which he had
wone to the Bank of New South Wales, the
salary lie was to receive and the time he
was to spend with the bank. Quite a little
storm of indignation avese that 1 should have
the impudenee to put such questions, 1 fid
not get much information.

The Attorney General: You got the same
answer as did the member for North Perth.

Mr. SLEEMAYN: The member for North
Perth was not anxious to make inguiries on
that oecasion, but he has hopped in now that
the oceasion suits him. T do not know
whether the member for Nelson is giving
secrets away, but he told the House that at
a mecting he had attended he was informed
that tenders were not to be called for the
sale of the State Sawmills. I am glad to
hear it, and to that Y say, “Hear, hear!”

The Minister for Lands: He did not say
that,

Mr. SLEEMAN: He did.

The Minister for Lands: He said tenders
were not to be called that day.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We are led to believe
that tenders are not to be called for the
sale of the State ships, and to that again
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1 say, “Hear, hear!” However, a Bill i
to be brought down for closing the State
huplement Works as an implement-making
factory. The Government profess to wish
to help the farmers; they ery out about the
tariff, and yet they would close the imple-
ment works, which should be made a pay-
ing concern by manufacturing implements
fur the farmers. The Government intend
{o introduee a measure to authorise bulk
handling, as they say, to help the farmer. If
they are sincere in the one thing, they ought
to be sincere in the other. I cannot under-
stand why they should be anxious to intro-
duce bulk handling, and at the same time
should wish to close a factory which should
be of assistance to the farmers. The Gov-
crnment ery out about the tariff, hul they
refuse to do anything regarding their own
tarill. I ghserve that the Attorney General
is seratching his head. I refer to the sur-
charge on the Fremantle harbour dues. This
is not the first oceasion on which I have
mentioned that matter. As the party in
power profess so much solicitude for the
farmers, they might help a little hy lifting
the surcharge so that the people of the
country will net be penalised as they are
penalised to-day by a surcharge that
was 1mposed as a war-fime measure,
Some time ago T asked a question in
the Honse when the member for Nedlands
was a Minister in eharge of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust. Fe said he was not pre-
pared to have the surcharge lifted. Tt should
be Laken off. It was only put on as a war-
tiine measure and there is no necessity for
it. It is certainly a means of collecting
revenne, which the Government does not
want to relinguish. I hope the unfairness
of the charge will be realised and that it
will be removed in the inferests of the
country. A lot has been said about Ottawa,
but not much abount State-owned concerns.
1t would seem that the State Sawmills are
not going to do much busipess as a resuli
of that conference, neither are we going to
do much with the YWyndham Meat Works.
It seemis to be a fly in the cintment that we
should have these two State-owned concerns
to deal with. Some of the works in fhe
Eastern States may get some benefit, but
because we have two State-owned concerns
of this nature it seems we are to be ex-
empted from any of the benefits. I shall
anxionsly await results of the Ottawa Coo-
ference to see whether we are going to bhe
penalised, although we did the right thing
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in establishing these works. When the Gov-
crnment came into office they brought down
u hospital tax. It was proposed that a
warriecd man earning under £230 a year
and single men earning under £150 a year
should be exempt. That was the first leg
in. The following session these benefits
were cut out, and no one knows now who is
entitled to free treatment. The Government
are evalding a responsibility that 1s legally
tlieirs, by pushing on to the local aunthori-
ties the pavments for infectious disease
cases,

The Minister for Lands: You know no-
thing about the Health Aet when you say
that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister had no
vight to shelter behind that Aect in order
to cvade his rightful responsihilities. We
are told that all indigent persons are treated
free, but that is not so. The Minister has
no intention of treating them free. Many
infectious enses are sent from Fremantle to.
the West Subiaco hospital. The Fremantle
council should not be asked to bear any of
the expense, but now have to pay half the
uncollected fees, because of some section
in the Health Act that is many vears old.
No charge should be made for indigent
children. They should be provided for
under the hospital tax.

The Minister for Lands:
bring it into use.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Of course the Minis-
ter did, but he amended it later.

The Minister for Lands: T am refer-
ring to that section of the Health Act.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Ii is of no use to any-
ohe now.

The Minister for Lands: We will change
it from the property owner to the worker.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister should
change it to the rightful people, those who
are collecting the hospital tax from the
workers.

The Minister for Lands: We are charg—
ing the landholder nnder the Health Aect.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Not at all. How many
big landowners are there in the industrial
community? Workers in the towns are not
paying their rates to keep indigent child-
ren at the infectious diseases hospital, but
for the establishment of roads and foot-
paths. ’

The Minister for Lands:
Health Act?

Mr. SLEEMAN: When the hospital tax
was brought in it was never intended tha.

We did not

Under the
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the Government should shelter behind the
Health Act, and evade their rightful re-
sponsibilities.

The Attorney General: The Health Aet
is an old one, and it contains provisions
whieh put the onus on the loeal authority
for the treatment of indigent patients,

Mr. SLEEMAN: When the Hospital
Bill was brought down the IHealth Aect
should have heen amended fo ensure that
the local authority shonld not be saddled
with that cost.

The Attorney General:
law.

My, SLEEMAN: It shonld be altered.
The Government arve collecting money illeg-
ally from the people, and then are refusing
to pay these expenses for the people.

The Minister for Lands: Mind you do
not get inte deep water.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The tax was hronght in
to assist the sick, and certain exemptions
were provided. The Government were not
satisfied with the £100,000 they had bush-
ranged from the Estimates, but decided to
withdraw the exemptions. They wanted
to be the sole judges of the positien. If
the Government thought people had no
money, and might not know where they
were going to get their next feed, they
might have the decency to treat those
people for nothing.  If it wos found there
woas a ehance of getting anything out of
them, the Government pursued them to the
last diteh.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
is not so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The tax is collected
to keep the hospitals going.

Mr. Kenneally: The term hospital tax
is a misnomer.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The (overnment are
not standing up to their obligations con-
cerning the infectious diseases hospital. If
an indigent boy breaks an arm, he is
treated free at the public hospital, but if he
coniracts dipbtheria he is sent to Wesi
Subiaco and is charged for.

The Minister for Lands: He is treated
free of charge at both places. You ean put
that over Fremantle but not over this
House.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 'The Governmeni do
not pay the cost; they tell the local au-
thority that it is their job to pay.

The Attorney General: Why is that so
wicked?

That was the
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Mr. SLEEMAN: If T weve taking money
from the Attorney General on the pretext
of doing something for him, and when I
got the money I said, *'Go to the devil
von can pay for yourself,’’ would he say
that was wicked or justifiable?

The Attorney General: If you took the
money on the pretext of having hroken an
arm and——

My, SLEEMAN: The tax was originally
intended to apply to people earning more
than £230, The Government now say that
sueh people can afford to pay for them-
selves, When the Hospital Bill went
through it was never thought for a moment
that the Covernment would take shelter
behind the Health Act.

The Minister for Lands:
in foree long before that.

The Attorney (ieneral: The question of
infections  diseasex has  constituted a
running argunment between local authori-
ties and the Government for many years.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hospital tax was
brought in to help indigent people. 1 Lope
before the session is over the Health Aet
will he amended and the Government made
to stand up to their responsibilities.

The Attorney General: Piling it on to tle
(tovernment!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Are not the Govern-
ment piling it on to the people? The mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCal-

The Aet was

lum) mentioned many taxation cases, too
many for me to remember. Yet the
Premier vecently stated that there would
have to be extra taxation—I do not
know who will hear it. The Govern-
ment should npot fool the people any

lenger, but shonld stand up to their obliga-
tions under the hospital tax legislation. We
intend to sec that those obligations ave oh-
served fully. I am sure the Minister in his
heart believes that that is the proper course,
and I hope that in the near future it will bz
followed. Now I wish to ask what the Min-
ister for Education intends to do regarding
the cleaners in his department, who wers
lately the subject of a deputation. During
the most recent vacation their wages werc
withheld from them., The same thing hap-
pened in connection with the Chrisimas va-
cation. As the Federal Government attack
old age pensioners, so the State Government
are attacking about the hardest-up mem-
hers of the Public Servieee Most of
the cleaners are widows with families to
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support. Tt is a shame that at Christmas
their usual carnings <hould be withheld from
them, At Christmas there is, in fact, extra
work to be done in the way of cleaning up
in preparation for re-opening. The fact
that these cleaners are not permanently em-
ployed should not debar them from receiv-
ing the ordinary payment. No Government
would dare to treat a body of school teachers
in the way these school cleaners are being
freated. These poor women are told, “The
Christmas vacation is here, and the Govern-
menf are very sorry hui vou eannot get anv
wages for the next three weeks.” 1 believe
that the Minister for Education will see that
{he practice is altered. 1 believe he wil] see
that the cleaners receive their wages for the
Christmas vacation and also for the vaeation
which has just ended. Now as regards a
bridge for Fremantle. Bridges are being
proposed all over the Swan River, but with
every respect to other localities T hold that
no piace wants a new bridge more than Fre-
mantle does.  The existing strncture has
been an cyesorc for a long time. 1 believe
Ministers realise that fact, and also realise
that the bridge is not the safest in the world.
If it should go great inconvenience will be
caused to a multitude of people for the
Causeway and Canning Bridee conld
not carry the traffic. There is the
old proposal to bunild the bridge with
money ohtained from honds. 1 still he-
lieve there is something in that.  In the
first session of this Parliament the ex-Min-
ister for Works mentioned the suggestion of
building the bridge on the bond system. The
erection of the bridge would certainly give
a considerable amount of work. The build-
ing of the bridge on the bond system shonld
be highly acceptable to the Treasurer, and
I hope that the present Government, before
going out of offiee——as I believe they will
do shortly—will make a name for them-
selves hy building the new Fremantle bridge.
On a recent evening the member for Forrest
(Miss Holman) pleaded for a new school
for girls. I know the very place that would
be most suitable for such an establishment
—~Government House. There is no need for
Government House as such any longer, al-
though the Premier is credited with having
stated, when last in the East, that he still
favoured the bringing-out of Governors
from the Old Country. 1 do not think a
Governor from the Old Country will be seen
in Western Australia again. I shall prevent
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such an appointment, if possible. The sul.
ject iz one on which 1 shall have something
to say during the consideration of the Esii-
mates. I have nothing to say against tha
Governors whom I have known; they were
verv nive gentlemen indeed. But there is
no rcason for bringing such gentlemen here
to fill the office of Governor when the Chief
Justice carries out the duties as well as any
Governor from Home. As to the social
functions associated with Government House,
there is no occasion for them in these har.i
times, I hope I have done some good by
raising my protest against eertain things.
As for the Press and its comments, if I
think a matter important enongh to ventilate
in this Chamber, the Press is not going to
tell me otherwise. I hope the Government
will take note of the representations I have
made.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair)

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [11.48]: 1 have no
wish to weary the House at this late honr,
hut may 1 at the outset take the opportnnity
of this, my tirst speech during the current
session, to congratulate the new members on
their election to this Chamber. Probahly
they have come into the House with pre-
coneeived ideas—1 did when a new member—
as to changng the system of government and
eorrecting all the evils that people ontside
declare they suffer from. Duving the re-
mainder of the session the new members will
have an opportunity of deciding whether it
is wise to attempt such alterations, or whether
it i= just as well to earry on under the old
svstein. Now I wish to reply to some of the
remarks made by the member for Fremanile
{3 Fléeman), particularly as regards pay-
ment for treatment of infeetions disease—
whether the loeal governing bodies should
pav, or tle Governmeni should. The hon.
member apparently formets that nobody.
neither a local governing body nor the Gov-
erement, can pay for services without taking
the monex from the pockets of the people.
Does it really matter—I wounld like the hon.
member’s opinion about this—whether we
take the money from the landholders of this
State as a contribution assisting those who
cannot pay for freatment when suffering
from infectious disease, or take it out of the
pockets of all the people?

Mr. Sleeman: You take it onit of the
pockets of all the people hy the hosp’tal tax.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then |
trust the hon. member is in favour of increas-
ing the tax so as to pay for these serviees.

AMr. Sleeman: You should pay the cost out
of the £100,000 alrcady taken.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member shows that he does not understand
where the money comes from. It is a matter
of ndifference to me at the moment whether
we get it from the hospital tax or tuke it
out of the pockets of the people by other
means. The fact is that to-day we have not
got the money to enable us to do it. Tf that
is the only reason, then surely it justifies
matters being left as they nre. It may interest
hon. members to know that the main purpose
of the applicable section of the Iealth Act
was to make local authorities do their best
to prevent the spread of infections discases.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you think the local
. hodies wonld cncourage the spread of the
diseases?

The MINISTER I'OR LAXNDS: No, but
they could eontribute to the spread by in-
difference.

Mr, Sleeman: They would not do that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
quote one local authority that asked us to
aholish the cart system and allow people te
bury the nightsoil in their backyards. There
are some loeal authorities that must be kept
up to the mark, hence the inclusion of the
section in the Health Aet. I want to inform
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman)
that the local authorities do not pay the
whole of the money involved.

Mr. Sleeman: I did not say they did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member led the Flouse to helieve that thev
did.

My, Sleeman: By way of explanation, M.
Speaker, I will not allow the Minister
to put words into my mouth thai I did
not utter. T said that the local authorities
paid half the amount owing on account of
the treatment of infectious diseases.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: So long
as the hon. member savs that now, T am
content. The local authorities do not pay
more than one half of the amount owing.
If the loeu! authorities do not pay their
proportion, then the Perth Hospital i
responsible lor the payment. It is not a
charge against the Government, beeause the
Infectious Diseases Hospital is a branch of
the Perth Hospital, which is responsible.
In the interests of the workers, we may ask
‘he landholders to pay a liitle extra.

[7 SerreMBER, 1932.)

Mr. Sleeman: Fancy the Minister telling
me what is in the interests of the workers!

The MINISTIER 1FOR LANDS: I pointed
that out to the hon. memnber hecause, if the
Gtovernment have to bear the cost, then we
inust inerease the hospital tax, and that witl
uffect the workers. But for the imposition
of the hospital tax, we could not have ren-
deved benefits to the IFremantle people in
conaection with their hospital. The hospital
fund enabled us to open a ward that had
heen closed heennse funds were not avail-
able fo maintain it. During the few vears
I have been in public iife, there has never
heenr a Ainister for Health who has not
dune his very best in the interests of our
hospitals, but every Minister bas had to go
te the Treasurer for funds. It has alwoys
peenr diffienlt to get money to provide for
the sick poor of the State, and during the
term of office of my predecessor, he found it
impossible to get all the money he desired.
in consequence of which wards had o be
vloged. The hospital tax has beer the means
of enabling us to open hospital wards and
curry out neeessary renovations. The mew-
Der for TFremantle knows that within the
next few weeks we shall commence the build-
ing of an ount-patients’ department, which is
necessary at Fremantle.  In the interests
of the people who reeeive benefits at our
hospitalg, the tax is worth while. There is
wore falk in this House about the hospital
tax than 1s ever heard outside. The people
who derive the benefit desire the tax and
they liave no complaints to make about it.

Mr. Corbov: Our grievance is that you
spend it in Perth and Fremantle and the
people in the country get nothing.

Mr. Patrick: It is a godsend to the people
in the country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
memher for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Cor-
hay) is unfortunate in that he has one hos-
pital in his distriet that is Ieased, and there
has been no claim from them. We pay for
all the indigent patients at hospitals, with
that one exception. FEven so, I heliave that
many of the patients from that part of the
State gn to the Northam hospital, or some
other hospital, to receive treatment. T do
nat think there is one hospital in respect
of which those in control will not admit
that they henefit appreciably as a result
of the hospital fund. There are one or two
other points raised by the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Withers) and the memher for
Albeny (Mr. Wansbrough) that I wish to
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clear up. 1 know those hon. members had
no intention deliberately to mislead the
House with regard to the £15 paid to the
matvons at the Government hospitals they
referred to for Christinas cheer. The money
was used for the purpose indicated.

Mr. Wansbrough: Do you say that money
was not called up?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I say de-
finitely it was not paid into revenue. In
order to comply with the requirements of
the Auditor General, that money has to be
[rnid into o trust fund and drawn from it.
The payment of £15 was available to each
matron provided she gave proof that the
money was used for the purpose indicated.

Mr. Wanshrough: Why were the cheques
cnlled up?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Because
they were paid into the trust fund. It
would be very difficult for any Minister to
anwer some questions immediately respecting
any amount of £15 allotted to a specifie hos-
pital. T am snre that if the hon. members
were to ask the matrons at the Albany and
Bunbury hospitals, whether the money was
spent on Christmas cheer, they would say
that it had been spent in that direction.

Mr. Wansbrough: But after the money
had been spent, they received instructions to
pay it into revenue.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: The
matrons are not expected to be experts in
finance,

Mr, Wanshbrough: But after they had
sprent the Christmas cheer cheque that thev
had received. they were asked to pav it into
revenue.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
matron had indieated that the monev had
been spent, the matter would have been
cleared up.

Mr. Wanshrough: Bant why shonld she he
a~ked to return it?

THFE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
canse  the monev had to be paid into o
tenst fund, and the Auditor-General insists
on the requirements of the Act being carried
out. What does it matter? Some hospitals
have ¢ommitteos that provide eomforfs, and
nther have not.

My, Withers: Why should not the matron
ai Bunbury have had a share of that fund?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: They
may not have had a ecomforts fund. I am
afraid the hon. members made out a weak
case, but T am sure thev had no intention of
misleading the House. The £15 was used
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only for the patients, and, in some instances,
for the staff.

Mr. Withers: But the stafts are a vespon-
gibility of the Government,

The MINISTER FoX LANDS: And
sometiines we give them Christmas eheer out
of comforts fund.

Mr. Withers: Not out of the eharity funds?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of course
it was paid out of the charity funds. [t is
simply a matter of opinion. At one hospital
where there were only two patients there was
the £15 to spend. Does the hon. wmember sug-
gest that it should have heen spent entirely
un 1wo patients? The trouble is that mem-
bers wet hald of information which they
cold alwavs have cleared up ut the depari-
ment without referring it to the House. The
member for Victoria Park (Mr. Raphael)
said that the £900 subsidy paid to the dental
hospital had been zubjected to a 224 per cent,
cut under the emergency legislation. 1 de-
linitely say that was ohe of ihe institutions
in respeet of which no cut was made, There
wag so many of the unemployed requiring
dental treatment that I could not justify the
imposition of the rut. And not only did we
allow then to draw the full amount of their
subsidy, bul we gave them £12 per month
extra to meet some of their special require-
ments.

Mr. Corbov: They would need more than
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no institution that does not nerd more than
it is wetting to-day. Stil the hou. member
had no right to come to the House and give
incorrect information. He was certainly not
speaking on hehalf of the institution, else his
information wonld have been correct. CGen-
erally spenking the debate has been very fair
to members of the Government. Mueh has
heen attempted to he made out against the
CGovernment, but there is a definite reply fo
evervthing put up by members of the Op-
positian. To-day, not only outside the Cham-
her but inside it also, some people make a
paradise for criticism. Not only do they
not appreeiate the difficulties with whicl
Governments are confronted, but they are
very harsh in their criticism. Those who re-
gard this as a paradise are treading on very
tender ground. If is no pleasure to any Gov-
ernment to find their people on short pay.
But what are we going to do? IF we were
to carry out the suggestion that we should
pay away all our monev in full wages to the
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men for a short period, we should have to let
them starve for the rvemainder of the fime.
If we could get the whole of cur loan funds
af one fime, it wonld not he se bad, for
we could then see at the end of six
months what the postiion would be. But
unfortunately we get our money spread over
the whole of the vear, and so if we were
to provide full-time empleyment on full
wages, a large number of people would be
left to starve. Certainly unless members can
show us how to get money in a way at pre-
sent unkonwn to us, the experiment would
end in starvation for some people. The
member for M. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy)
criticised the Premier for his optimistic
spirit. I am glad to know there are still
some opfimists amongst us when there are
so0 many Dismal Johnnies.  Despite what
the Leader of the Opposition said, I believe
there was a slight optimistie strain running
through his speech. He certainly said we
had not tnrned the eorner, hut judging by
the tone of his remarks he does not think
the eorner is far away,

My. Corboy: We shall reach it at the next
election, when there will be a change-over.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If there
is to be a change-over, I hope the difficulties
we have heen experiencing will not be
passed on to our successors. There is cer-
tainly justification for a little optimism to-
day, for there is a distinetly better tone in
both the wheat market and the wool marke:.
The member for South Fremantle (Hon, A.
MeCallum) remarked upon how little of the
tremendous wealth of Australia is exported.
In Western Australin we are different from
the Tastern States, where they have big
manufacturing centres. In this State our
money comes very largely from wool and
wheat. We nse 7 per cent. of the wheat we
grow, and we export the rest, I douht
whether we use so much as 1 per cent. of
our wool. 8o if will be seen that we depend
entirely on the overseas prices. It is true
the exchange has benefited our primary
producers, probably more than it bas bene-
fited the primary producers of the Eastern
States; but whether it is possible definitely
to fix the period over which the present ex-
change is going to last is ontside my know-
ledge at the moment, and ean be dealt with
only by the Assoeiated Banks and the Com-
monwealth and State Governments getting
together and making a decision. Even then
it would he difficult to peg the exchange, be-
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cause it is possible for somebody else to
come along and release eredits.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Bat it is pegged
now,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
50, but even now there are some people sell-
ing exchange for less than 25 per cent, We
must have some optimism. In this State sc
mueh depends upon primary produection,
and if we do not have optimism with which
to encourage our primary producers there
is nothing but collapse ahead of us. There
can be no permanent solution of our unem-
ployment troubles exeept the puiting of the
men oun fo primary production. They can
be put on to road work, and at the end of
the period they are back on our hands not
a penny better off. The permanent solution
is to put them on the land and let them
produce eommodities for export.

Mr, Withers: But yon are putting off a
bigger percentage than you are putting en.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
statement is not right. Tt is true that to-day
because finance is so difficult many men
who in the past have been able to make a
living on the land are unable to do it now,
and neither the CGovernment nor the
financial instifotions ave able to extend t»
them the big advances that they received in
the past. Members, when they ask for big
Government expenditure, are apt to forget
the reason why we cannot give it. I wish to
make a comparison so that members may ap-
preciate the position of the present Govern-
ment with that of the last Government.
During the last vear of the Labour Govern-

menf, 1929-30, the national income was
£42505,000, whereas last year it was
£32,635,000. So practically there was a

drop of £10,000,000. That is £10,000,000
we have not in cirenlation, but it was
in circulation in 1930. It works out at £23
per head of men, women and children in the
State. During the last full year of revenune
of the Labour Government, they received
£9,750,000. Last year our revenue was
£8,035,000, or a decline of £1,715,000, or a
total of £11,715,000 less than our predeces-
sors had. Then during the last year of the
Labour Government they spent from lean
fnandz £2,312,000 more than we had to spend.
Those three ifems total £14,027,000. The
Commonwealth Government spent loan
funds to the extent of £7,000,000 a year in
Australia for & number of years. Last year
they did not spend £2,000,000 in the whole
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of Australia. That difference, added to
the £14,000,000, makes a tremendous sum
less in eirculation and the result is that in-
dustry has had to dispense with the ser-
vices of employees and the responsibility
for their maintenance has been thrown on
the Giovernment. The total of those figures
represents £33 per head of the population
of the State, which is a big sum of money.
If we had it in circulation now, we would be
a very happy community and there would
be little for us to worry ahont, To show
the tall of commodity prices, in the last
year of the Labour Government wheat
averaged 4s. 8d. a bushel and wool 10344,
a lb. Last year wheat brought 2s. 6d. and
wool 8d. Members can see what that fall-
ing off meant. Any man would have
nceded a great deal of foresight to foretell
such a collapse in prices.

Mr. Sleeman: Did the 2s. id. a bushel
include the bonus?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
bonns applied to last season’s wheat, the
sales of which have not heen completed,
bat the price will he 2s. 10d. to 3s. a bushel.
Those figures should be kept in mind. No
one could foresee the utter collapse in the
price of export commodities. Had we had
the amount of revenne that the Tabour
Government received in their last year of
office, we would have had no deficit at all,
but could have carried the liability of
£600,000 for exchange and £600,000 for
unemployment relief. We could have met
both those outlays and still shown a sur-
plus.

Hon. J. Cunningham:
sible for you to do that.

Alr. Withers: Yon might have been more
extravagant.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 will
tell the hon. member something of extrava-
gance presently. We could not increase
commodity prices, but we did the next best
thing and that was to reduce expenditure,
We started with what we considered was
extravagant expenditure. The member for
Mt. Magnet {Hon. M. F. Troy) said the
Scullin Government came into office at a
time when it had to take the consequences.
That very argument could be put up in de-
fence of the State Government. We eame
in just at a time fto take the consequences.

Hon. J. Cenningham: You made so many
extravagant promises.

We made it pos-
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In nor-
mal eonditions we were justified in making
them. When the promises were made,.
wheat was 4s. 8d. a bushel and wool 1014d.
a Ib. Certainly overseas borrowing had
stopped, but the statement was justified on
the amount of money that we considercd
was available.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You were warned..

Mr. Withers: We refuted the statement
from every platform.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: \Vhen
the Goverminent took ollice, we found the
Treasury empty. No one will dispute that.
However, we faced the position as any other
Government would have done. We had to
steer the ship of State through an un-
known sea of depression, the like of which
had never before heen experienced. The
deficit is excusable on the ground that we
had to find £620,000 for exchange and
£643,000 for unemployment relief. Had we
had the revenue that the Labour Govern-
ment received in 1929-30, we would have
been able to meet that expendifure and
show g surplus,

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: Provided you had
made the ecats in wages.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
told the House that we could not increase
commodity prices and eonsequently we had
to reduce expenditure. Thaf was the only
course open to us. It 1s true that the ex-
change rate has benefited the primary pro-
ducers. With the Depunty Leader of the
Opposition, I do not know what would have
happened without the help of the exchange
last year. It assisted the farmers to bridge
slightly the difference between the cost of
production and the returns received. It
has not bridged the whole distance but it
has materially assisted. Withont it I
do not know what relief the farmers conld
have looked for. The Government cannot
expect any relief until there is an inercase
in commodity prices, which will justify the
removal of the exchange rate. There are
only three ways I know of in which we ean
assist. We ean hammer away to get a redue-
tion of interest rates. Money must he made
cheaper.

Hon. J. Cunningham: How are you going
to do that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A good
deal has been done in the last vear. We are
going to disconrage the pavment of high
rates of interest and make it unprofitable for
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moneved men to keep their funds locked up
in banks, We are going to encourage
chieaper money. The main thing is to get
down the rate of interest so that it will be
unprofitable to lock money up. 1t will he
more profitable to eireulate it in industry.
I this State there 13 no question about work
to be done. There is plenty of work. The
yuestion is to get the wherewithal to pay for
the work. We are deing our hest 1o deal
with the interest question. The Government
of this State led the way in that matter. We
reduced the Agrieultural Bank interest to 6
per eent. on the 1st January of last vear,
and now it is down to 5% per cent.

Hon. J. Cunningham: How are you going
to thaw a way out of the frozen interest
hitl?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t most
he remembered that the banks are still hold-
ing a goul deal of money on fixed deposit at
51} per cent., and until those contracts have
expired, they will pay that rate of interest.
As soon as that rate of interest cotnes down,
the rate to borrowers will be lowered. The
security of the banks depends entively on
the success of the primary producer. The
City of Perth securities will decline with
thuse of the primary producers. In the
interests of the bank securities it is necessary
Eor them {o make money availnble as cheaply
as possible. That is one way in which relief
will be provided. A second form of relief
will he an alteration in the tariffs, which
must come. T remind the member for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneallv) that there must he
a reduction. We have to make available for
the primary producer ecvery possible market.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Yon as the Govern-
ment have no responsibility for the tariffs.

The Minister for Lands: We have no
responsibility for finance hecause it was
given to the Loan Council long ago.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Why not be fair?

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: We have
a responsibility——

Hen. J. Cunningham: You have not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: TIndivi-
duailly and collectivelv we have the responsi-
hility of telling the people that in a State
like ours we cannot afford to have tariff
harriers built up that prevent us from
marketing our produets abroad.

Hon, J. Cunningham: As a State Govern-
ment you have no responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All we
can do is to talk about it when the Premiers
meet and that has heen done. T helieve that
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would provide one of the solutions of onr
difficulties. Last year the prohihitive tarills
restricted our markets. CGermany, France,
[taly and Egypt were almost closed against
us as a primary producing country. The more
markets we have the more competition will
there be for our goods. But for China and
Japan last vear, and the year hefore, I do
not know what we woulid have dune with our
wheat, 1t is n question of the law of sup-
ply and demand, becanse the carry-over is
so great. It is remarkable that the MacDon-
ald Labour Government should have allowed
Russian wheat to enter Great Britain when
Russia had repudiated her debts, knowing
that the wheat was grown under slave condi-
tions and paid for in Russian curreney. Not
only did that Government allow that, but
honght the wheat with good British cur-
rency.  Britain then expected the Dominions
to pay their tnterest aceount, although they
knew we would have to pay with the goods
we sent, the prices of which were at a low
figure. 1 hope we may get some relief
from that position. We have to get the rate
of interest reduced, and see that tariffs are
brought down, so that we can trade with
countries that will trade with us. Until this
is bronght about it is vitally pecessary to
confinne the exchange rate. That will assist
us to bridge the gap between the eost of pro-
duction and the price of our goods.

Hon. .JJ. Cwmningham: You have no au-
thority over that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Accord-
g to members opposite we have all the
authority. Undoubtedly it is an Australia-
wide question. Ours has been an unpleasant
task. We have had to introduce salvage leg-
islation, as the Leader of the Opposition
put it. That was a most fitting expression.
We were trving to prevent the State from
going to pieces. We had to do things that
proved unpopular, such as make ents in
members’ salaries, in civil servants’ salaries
and reduections in wages. I would point out
that the coalition Government have done their
job, and that there has heen no split in the
ranks. T cannot mention any Lahour Gov-
ernment in Australia in which there has not
heen a split in the ranks.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Are vou foreshad-
owing a further reduction in members’ sal-
aries?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
not heard of it. The only place where there
was no split in the Government was in New
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South Wales, and what a dreadful iness they
mude of things! Complaints have been made
abuut the heavy taxation. The wmwember for
Mt., Magnet (Hon. M. ¥. Troy) referred to
pun licenses. We do impose a tax of 3s. to
cover the cost of printing, and the registra-
tion of firearms, but any subsequent tax is
1s. a year. One registration covers the whole
family. Most of the taxes have heen im-
posed on people who eannot pass them on.
I refer particularly to the entertainmnents tax
and the tax on hookmakers.

Ion. 8. W. Munsie: They pass it on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, We
have given relief 1o an industry that we
knew could not possibly meet its present ex-
penditure, 1 refer to primary production.
We abolished the land tax, and assisted
primary produecers by refieving them of local
Giovernment taxes. We assisted the peovple
up North with a stight reduction in their
rentals.  This indieated that the Government
appreciated theiv dilficulties and were olier-
ing the people some inducement to carry on.
The hospilal tax has been in the interests
of the workers. | know the difliculties ex-

perienced in  good times by Minis-
ters for  Health, When my sue-
ceszor takes over from me he will
be pleased fo know that he can

lay his hands upon a certain sum of money,
and make up the deficiency on hospital
aceounts.  The member for Mt. Magnat
complained that nothing had been done in
the Lands Departinent. We have done as
much as it was possible to do with the noney
available. \We have put a number of small
farmers on homestead blocks, built shacks
for them, nand given them £2 a week as sus-
tenance. That is a charge upon the land.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Why not build
workers’ home in Kalgoorlie?

The MINTSTER FOR TANDS: Kalgoor-
lie is well looked after, I agree with the
remarks of the memher for Geraldton (Hon.
J, C. Willeock) with regard to the fine belt
of eonntry suitable for settlement in his
clectorate.  No doubt the money that has
already been spent at the port of Geraldton
will be made the fullest use of when funds
are available for the development of the
hinterland. Tf the Government thought we
could find sufficient settlers with capital to
teke up this huge territory, the surveyed
holdings would be thrown open to-morrow.
We should decide our railway policy before
we open new land, so tbat we may know
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where the sidings will be and what the read
system will be. The hon. member aceused
the Premier of bringing new people into the
State whenever a silver lining appeared.
Those we have helped most have been Aus-
tralion-born. Many have come from the
goldfields and have settled in the South-
West.

Hen. J. Cunningham:
people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, a
~plendid type.

The Premicr: Some of them are even in
Parliament,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Mt Magnet said there was
nothing being dune in the Lands Depart-
weent. Ile hoasted of the tremendous activ-
ity of that department when he was in
office. T am sorry he is not present to-night,
For the three years that he was in charge
he eost the State a lot of money, and broke
the hearts of numbers of people he put on
the land. I refer particularly to the 3,500
farms scheme, which should never have been
started.

Hon. J. Cunningham: That eame about
under the migration scheme,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: People
were put out there before the Government
were ready for them, and we have had to
takt_: them off. The first thing I did was
to issue insirnetions that no one else was
te o there until we knew what the raifway
svstem was to he. '

Hon. J. Cunningham: The £32,000,000
had evaporated long before you eame into
ollice.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
of the hon. member's water supply schemes,
~ Hon. J. Cunningham: You had it spent
n your distriet.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
preliminary investigations for the 3,500
fnrms scheme eost £105,000, and prior o
taking possession of their blocks the settlers
were promised a railway. They went out,
and now their position is perilous. T shall
not say that there is not a considerable area
of first-class land in that district. hut the
fact remains that some of the settlers +were
placed 70 miles from a railway. Tt was no
use putting people out 60 or 70 miles from
a railway, especially at that time, if one
knew what was ahead of this State,

Hon. J. Cunningham: You are condemn-
ing the land now.

They are good
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
Money was not available to give the neces-
sary transport facilities.

Hon. J. Conningham: That is all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
State will not get out with a loss of less
than £600,000 or £700,000,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: What about the six
millions in the group settlements?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
some interesting figures about group setile-
ments. I will inform the Hounse who was
responsible for the loss, I would not have
referred to the question had not the member
for Mt, Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy) raised
it, and had he refrained from eertain inter-
jeetions last night. The loss incurred by the
Agricultural Bank will amount to between
£600,000 and £700,000, and £320,000 will be
required to remove the settlers closer to
Toilway communication. Thuos we arve in
deep water irrespective of what we do.
Every one of those settlers sent there was
on first-class land.

Hon. P. Collier: Those settlers were not
zent there,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
were promised an advance of £1,500 per
farm.

Hon. P. Collier: Thev went there of their
-own volition.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
speaking in general terms. We still have
land available there, but we do not allow
.anvone {o go there.

Hon. P. Collier: Still, those settlers who
-are there went there of their own volition.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
went there, and this State agreed to advance
£1,500 for each of those settlers. While we
have not pnt many additional men on the
land, particularly in the swheat areas, the
proposition being too unattraetive, we have
set ourselves to produce more bushels to the
acre, as these statisties prove:—

Year. Acreage, Bushela.
1929-30 3,568,225 39,081,183
19:30-31 3,955,763 53,504,149
103132 3,155,888 41,360,608

“The following figures show how the State
:average has heen increased:—

Year. Bushels.
1929-30 10.95
1930-31 13.52
1931.32 12.09
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So that during the last fwo years we have
obtained more bushels to the aere. This
State must turn its attention to that aspeet,
In my opinion, we have got our settlement
far encugh advanced to turn our attention
towards getting a higher preduction per
acre.

Hon. P. Collier: Who started that policy?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We did
not get much result from the hor. member’s
poliey.

Hon. P. Collier: But we made fallowing
compulsory, and what you have quoted is
the result of that fallowing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would
not say that altogether.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
last year we have done very little fallow-
ing. The trouble is.that we cannot get the
money for fallowing.

Hon. P. Collier: During the last year or
two you have obtained the results of our
fullowing poliey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
last wear we have been able to exercise a
certain measure of control. The question
has heen one of fertiliser. Instead of spread-
ing the fertiliser over large areas, the farm-
ers have had to confine it to small areas;
and the result is a better return per acre.
The member for Mt, Magnet is always tell-
ing the House what happens on the group
settlements. Beeause of his interjections
last night I will now give certain figures.
To the 31st March, 1924, this State had ad-
vanced £940,789 for group settlement in o
period of a little over two years. During
the first 15 months of the Labour Govern-
ment £1,280,219 was spent, and in the next
12 months £1,195,770.  In the next year
the expenditure was £1,260,883 and in the
following year 911,339, The member for Mt
Magnet, who had so much control and
who elaims to have done so0o much
more work than I have been doing,
took control in 1927, and finished wup
in 1830. During those four years he spent
£1,260,000, £911,000, £630,000, and £568,000,
this last being the amount on the Estimates.
For the period of two vears just closed,
ameunts of £209,000 and £67,000 have besn
spent, respectively. During the whole term
no less than £4,600,000 was written off group
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settlement. It is no nse blaming the Mitchell
Government for the expenditure, because
the expenditure took place during the time
the member for Mt. Magnet was Ministey
or his predecessor was Minister.

Hon. P. Collier; Of course, we had to
spend that money on stock.

The MINTISTER ¥OR LANDS: The
amount of £1,280,219 would have stocked
the whole of the South-West.

Hon. P. Collier; Those fAgures prove no-
thing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
show the money that was spent there. Tle
member for Mt. Magnet also referred to the
manner in which this State was going back
in importing foodstuifs.  May I tell bim
that that is not the case at all. The imports
for 1929-30 were £15,781,000, those for
1930-31 were £10,881,000, and those for
1931-32 were £10,875,000. So that there
has been no inecrease in imports. The ex-
ports were—For 1929-30, £17,769,529; for
1930-31, £17,026,654; for 1931-32, £16,257,-
191. So that we keep up our exports fairly
well, while the drop in imports has amounte:d
io £7,901,000. Aud most of the stafl we im-
ported, as lhon. members are aware, was
produced in the EKastern States. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet went en about the im-
portation of foodstuffs, and tock the Ggures
for the 12 months ended 30th June, 1931,
The imports for the period in question
amounted to £6,819,000. The_ imports for
the 12 mounths ended on the 30th June, 1932,
amounted to £7,532,000, or abont £700,000
in excess of those for the preceding year.
On going through the figures, however, I
{ind that those imports included agricul-
tural machinery, drugs, fertilisers, paints,
surgical instruments, jewellery, paper, sto-
tionery, rubber, and so forth. None
of those lines is produced on the group
settlements. The importation of paper and
stationery inereased by £64,000 during the
year and the member for Mt. Magnet (Ion.
M. F. Troy) could not have given considera-
tion to that phase when he gave the total as
£700,000. T do not think the hon. member
could have dissected his figures, or he would
not have misled the House. T propose fo
give particulars regarding the imports of
zoods that are produced on the group settle-
ments.  For instanee, the importation of
butter decreased in 1931-32 as compared
with 1930-31 by £54,856.
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The Minister for Agriculture: And we ex-
ported a large guantity. .

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Yes, we
exported 25,000 boxes, which I did not allow
for. We have but reeentlv commenced to
manufacture cheese in this State, and during
the period under review imports inereased
by £3,343. IFor some reason, the importa-
tion of eggs in the shell increased by £1,140,
but | think that must have been on account
of eggs imported from South Australia to
the poldfields. When we come to eggs in
liguid, we find that the importations were
reduced to the extent of £2,363. Tish in tins
inereased by £964, but on the other hand the
importation of meat, poultry, baeon and
hams deereased by £40,122. Coneentrated
and potted meats, and meats preserved in
tins showed a reduction in imports to the
value of £31,014. Dried wmilk or milk in
powdered form showed a deeveased importa-
tion of £3,991, and the importation of eon-
densed milk was redueed by £26,379. Thus
the net reduction of foodstuffs imported re-
presented a value of £143,553 and not an in-
crease of £700,000, as indicated by the mem-
ber for Mt, Magnet. He took into considera-
tion many lines that are not produced in the
group settlement areas, One large item in
the list of importations is tinned fish. Surely
the hon. member would not suggest that we
should apply to the South-West, the slogan
“Grow more fish? That would be absolute
stupidity,

Hon. A, MceCallumi: They iell me they are
good at nsing dynamite for fishing purposes
down there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
propose to detain the House much longer,
but I would like to point out to the member

for Mt. Hawthorn {(Mr. Millington}) the
position regarding the Fairbridge Farm
School. e complained about the number of

children migrating from England to that
school. As a matter of fact, the number has
been reduced by 18. The difficulty is that
those in authority enter into eontracts in
Tingland to take u ecertain number of chil-
dren. 1 understand the latest contraet is to
take 140 elrildren.

Hon. P. Collier:
contract ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Child
Emigration Society at Home, who run the
institution. We have pointed out to them
that they cannot enter into any further
agreements without consulting the State
Government hecause of the difficulties that

Who entered into the
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exist here, At the same time | would like
hon. members to understand that we do not
pay for any children over 14 years of age.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
average age of the children coming out now
is 10 years, so that they will not be released
from the Fairbridge larm Sehool until they
are 14 years of age. it would be diflicult
to say what the position of Western Aus-
tralia will be four years henee. It cost the
State Government £2,815 in 1930, and in
1931 it cost us £2,305. At the outset we
were paying 4s. dd. per head in respect of
the children at the school, but that is now
reduced to 3s. Gd. per head. The balanee uf
the money is made up by contributions hy
the Commonwealth Government, who in 1930
made available £2,824, and for the year ended
the 30th June, 1931, £2,326, On the other
hand the British people provided much more
than that. In 1930 the Child Emigration
Soclety and the Overseas Settlement Com-
mittee contributed £7,397, and for the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June, 1931, £6,935.
So that the people at Home are bearing the
largest proportion of the expenditure. In
addition the nglish people subscribed £6,600
for the erection of a church at the sechool. 1t
is not desirable at the moment that we should
bring any more children into Western Aus-
tralin besavse of the difficulty of placing vur
own young people. At the same time we
must remember that a large amount of cap-
ital expenditure is invelved, and those in
authority have to pay £6,000 a year in in-
terest. If we do not allow them to keep
up their numbers they will not have the
benefit of the Overseas Setilement Commit-
tee’s subsidy. After all, we contribufe a
small amount towards the maintenance of an
institution that all members are agreed is
a very worthy one.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not a matter of
keeping up their numbers, but of our contri-
hution.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our con-
tribution for the financial year ended the
31st June, 1931, was £2,305, and we had in
circulation in this State, apart from our
contribution, not less than £9,300. In addi-
tion to that, there was private money sent
out from the Old Country that circulated as
well. When we allow such an institution to
be built up in our State, we must consider
the position very fully before we commence
redusing the numbers and making it impos-
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sibie for them to meet the interest on theiv
cupilal expenditure.

Hon. I’. Collier: We do not cut duown their
nembers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We do,
in effect. We have told them they must not
bring any more children here without con-
sulting the Government.

Hon. ', Collier: They ean bring as many
us they like so long as they maintain them.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: We are
allowing them 3s. 6d. n week for each child
until it reaches the age of 14 years.

Hen. P. Collier: Lots of onr children wou'd
be glad to have 3s. 6id. a week now.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: 1 sup-
pose so, but at the same time it is vather
difficult when we allow such enpital expen-
ditnre to be involved in the rreation of an
institution in our State

Hon, I'. Collier: It was not a question
of ullowing it. They undertook the work,

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Yes, but
we gave them encouragement, and we paid
them a little more some time ago than we
are uow contributing.

Mr. Marshall: Did I understand you to
say that the UGovernment had notified the
farm school authorities that we did not want
any more children brought out from Eng-
land ?

The MINISTER I*OR LANDS: No, but
that before they compliete any further agree-
menis at Home, they must consult the Gov-
crnment.

Hon, P. Collier: How long has the latest
ugreement to run?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It all de-
pends on how long it takes to hring the
children out. I think the agreement covers
140 ehildven, and about 70 have heen
hrought out so far. I think it spreads over
a period of two years. There is accommoda-
tion at the school for 300, but only 200 are
heing paid for now. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) re-
ferred to the report of the Farmers’ Dis.
abilities Royal Commission, I will give the
hon. member an opportunity to inform the
House just what he knows, and the effect
the Government have given to the commis-
sion’s findings. I do not think any other
Royal Commission’s report has been so fully
dealt with as the one referred to hy the hon.
metmber. The Government did not desire to
burke discussion when the report was he-
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fore the House, but effect has heen given
to many of their hindings hetore the vepori
was received. It is the desire of the Govern-
ment fo do everything poszible to assist the
Farming community, who have rendered won-
derful service to the State, and also fo assist
thnse people who, for the first thne in their
lives, find themselves out of employment,

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopled.

BILL—BULK HANDLING OF WHEAT,
Leave to introduce.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—>Mt. Marshall) [1257]: T
nmove—

That leave be given to introdnce a Bill far
an Aet to provide for the handling of wheat
in bulk, and for the establishing and financing
of a bulk handling system.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[12.58): If the Bill is what I expeet it is,
I propose to submit certain amendments
in Committee. T am afraid that if the
leave to introduce remains as it has been
moved. my amendments will be ruled out
of order. In order that I might have an
opportunity to move those amendments in
Committee, it will be necessary to amend
the order of leave, so that my amendments
shall come within the Standing Orders.
Not only do T want to move my proposed
amendments at the proper time, but I want
to know now how many men the Bill is
going fo displace. Bulk handling will
throw thousands of men out of work in
this State, so while we are making the
change we might just as well make pro-
vision for finding employment for those
men. I want that embodied in the Rill.
At Fremantle there will be from 330 to 500
men permanently thrown out of work. That
will mean that there will he from £2500 to
£3,000 less per week paid in wages and

circulated at the Port. Everv business
man in Fremantle will be affected. It will
paralvse High-street, Fremantle. More-

over. this new unemployment will extend
to Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany in =
lesser degree, for men at those perts will
be sacrificed on the altar of bulk handline.
T am told there are 2,000 men employed
wheat lumping &t the various railway sid-
ings. Of course there will be no further
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work for them omece we have bulk hand-
ling. As for the bag-sewers to be thrown
out of work, we have some 10,000 farmers,
and no doubt it would not be unfair to es-
timate one bag sewer for each farmer. So
there will be 10,000 of those men thrown
ont of work. The Premier, when this was
stated to him, said it would prove the ease
for bhulk handling. But that is a very
superficial view to take. Money paid out
in wages to-day may have to be paid oui
in other ways. As to the unemployment
to follow bulk handling, it is inevitable.
In Canada an inquiry was held, and the
commitiee of investigation said that the
labour employed in bulk handling was 12
per eent. of thai required for bag hand-
ling.

The Minister for Works: You are not
very much coneerned about the wheat-
growers.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T think I grow
as mueh wheat as the hon. member, prob-
ably more, but just now I am giving rea-
sons why I want the leave to introduce al-
tered so that the title of the Bill ean be
amended. Not only does bulk handling
mean the throwing out of work of men on
the wharves, but they in turn will throw
out hundreds of others. T am positive that
bulk handling will mean the throwing out
of work of thousands of men. I saw the
system at both ends, watched it in Man-
chester, Glasgow and Hull, and again in
Montreal, Winnipeg, and Vancouver.

The Minister for Lands: And you said
kind things about it. I have here some
Press cuttings.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: I said nothing
ahout it. Frem what I have seen, the find-

"ing of the Canadian committee of investi-

gation was about right, and where we have
100 men employed now in the wheat in-
dustry we shall have only 12 wmen under
the bulk handling system. Tt is going -
to make a marked difference. It may mean
that the wheatgrower will not derive any
benefit, which may he absorbed by the other
expenses. We have carried on for genera-
tions improving the mechanism of industry
in s lopsided way. Shortly after the in-
dustrial revolution operatives set ahout
smashing the machinery.

The Attornev General: Did you ever read
“John Halifax, Gentleman”?

Hon. M. MeCALT.UM : Yes.
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The Attorney General: Those people
talked as you are talking now.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: I am beginning
to think they were long-sighted. Provision
was made for cheap produclion to displace
many of those men, hut no provision was
made to absorb them. TFor years trade
unions have advocated shorter hours of
lahour.

The Attorney General: 1 consider that is
utterly fallacious and a poliey of despair,
heeause our wanis are inereasing all the
time.

The Alnister for Lands: Faney using a
ricksbaw when o motor car is available!

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: No one wants to
do that. Sixieen thousand men are at pre-
sent receiving help from the State and are
we going to add thousands to the number?
It is our duty to provide now for the em-
ployment of the men who will be displaced,
so that we shall stop the lopsided methods
of the past. This is the place to do it.

The Minister for Works: Well, let us
have it.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The Mmister
shonld not be impatient. I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added:— ‘and
to provide for the securing and financing in
employmeni of those who lese their positions
through the establismment of such system.’’
The amendment asks notbing unrensonable
and is logieal, particularly in view of the
wnemployment difficulty now existing. Any
system of hulk handling will throw men ouk
of work.

The Minister for Works: I agree.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Then what does
the Minister propose to do? Are the lumpers
to be thrown on to the dole straight away?
It is claimed that the scheme will save the
farmers 2d. per bushel.

The Minister for Works: I hope it will
save them a lot more than that.

Hen. A. MeCALLUM: Tt might pay the
State to retain the present system and sub-
sidise the farmers to the extent of 2d. a
bushel, rather than adopt bulk handling.
I do not know that the possible effect of
the scheme on the State has ever been in-
vestigated. The introduction of bulk hand-
ling will have a great effect on the husiness
of Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: And India.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T represent a Fre-
mantle eonstitnency.

Mr. Withers: Is not India part of the
Britich Empire?
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Hon. A, MeCALLUM: It will have an
effect on values and the whole outlook of
the port will be altered. We have no right
to pass a Bill that will add thousands to
the men alveady out of work. Their wives
and children should not be thrown on the
cold world and reguired to live on ls. per
day under the dole system. We must fackle
the problem now. I have amendments to
move in Committee and I am submitting
this amendment now in order that my amend-
ments in Committee shall not be ruled out
of order.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mit. Marshall—on amendment}
[1.10]): I shall oppose the amendment. I
ant surprised that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition should take such action at this
hour of the night.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not a question of
the hour of the night.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; It is
the first time anything of the sort has heen
doite in my recollection.

Ton. P. Collier: It is not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for South Fremantle {(Hon., A.
MeCallum) talks of thoussnds of men being
put ont of work, Why should we not pro-
vide that the wheat farmers-§hall foot the
hill? Surely the whole question can be dealt
with later. Let the bon. member wait until
he finds out what the Bill eontains, The
wheat farmers of this State are providing
between £400,000 and £500,000 for people in
India for the bags that are imported into
the State. All this money would be saved
under the bulk handling system, and the
money kept within the State.

Mr. Wansbrough: It is all within the
British Fmpire.

The M™MINISTER TFOR WORKS: 1
have heard the hon. member’s party talk
about black labour. This is an impertant
Bill. The prineipal problem for our wheat
industry fo-day is fo reduee the cost of
produetion. The member for South Fre-
mantle spoke of the saving of 2d. a bushel.
I am of opinion it would be much greater
thon that. We are a great wheat-producing
State, and I visualise the day when we shall
be produeing 100,000,000 bushels. This pro-
posal wonld help to bring that day nearer.
I hope the amendment will be rejected.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [1.12]:
The Minister has not touched the point
embodied in the amendment. He is
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surprised that it shouid be brought down
at this hour of the night. Must an amend-
went be judged according to the hour at
which it is submiited? The bon. member
has not uttered a word in opposition to bulk
Landling. The talk about keeping people iu
work io india is beside the point. WWhat the
bon. mewber asks is that an opportunity
should be afforded in Committee to protect
those men who will be displaced from their
occupations, To sceure tbat opportunity it
is necessary to amend the order of leave.
The Minister himself admits that a number
of men will be thrown ont of employment,

The Minister for Works: I agree.

Hen. P. COLLIER: \We want the oppor-
tunity to deal with the men who will be dis-
placed. This is not the first time suecbh an
amendment has been moved.

The Minister for Works: It is the first
time in my experience.

Hon. P. COLLTER : Amendments have fre-
quently been moved to a motion such as
this, Our Standing Orders will not permit
of amendments, which are outside the order
of leave, being made to a Bill. We want to
hroaden the order of leave so that amend-
ments may be submitted. The Minister is
not committed to aecept one or any of the
amendments,

The Minister for Works: That has nothing
to do with bulk handling.

Hon. P, COLLIER:: It is entirely wrappedl
up in the question, and a most important
aspect of it. If Parliament favours the
principle, an obligation is cast upon us to
say what is going to be done with the men
who are put out of emplovment.

The Minister for Works: Put it into the
Bill that the farmers shall keep them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is absurd,

The Minister for Works: That is what
vou are asking for,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is a ridicnlous
and a stnpid statement, That is the kind
of talk the Minister will use around the
country.

The Minister for Railways: Could not the
matter be disenssed under a Bill brought
down by the hon. member?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The appropriate time
to discuss it is on this Bill.

The Attorney Gencral: Yon will not be
prevented from doing so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The matter can be
discussed. but we ean move nothine with re-
gard to it. We ean take no definite aetion
to proteet the men.
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The Attorney General: You would not like
to see any Bill of this nature containing a
clause providing for the employment of
people whe may be displaced?

The Minister for Railways: It would be
like the pelican’s bill, all bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The House might
decide upon the matter. We only ask for
the opportunity to move amendments which
ecould not be moved if this amendment were
not carried.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Within the last 13
months the Federal Parliament made special
provisien for some 4,000 men who were to be
put out of employment in the coalmining
industry in New South Wales,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is not an un-
common oceurrence. In the past when
we have brought dowwn legislation
dealing with the examination of men
required te hold certifieates for jobs,
in which certificates were not pre-
viously required, special provision was

made for the men concerned. Provision was
made in those cases for men whe would or
might be displaced. 1 consider that is the
proper place to diseuss such a matter. The
Minister for Works seems to have assumed,
and others will no douht assume, that the
attitude of the member for South Fremantle
is one of opposition to bulk handling, It is
nothing of the kind.

The Minister for Works: It can only he
construed in that way.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister has no
warrant whatever for saying that. Tt will
depend on the merits of the suggestion. Part
of the demerits of the Bill may he the dis-
placement of thousands of en. Although
one might conclude that in the interests of
the wheat-growing industry and of the State,
bulk handling is advisable and essential, what
is it going to cost the State? It may be a
good thing for the wheatgrowers.

The Minister for Lands: What is good for
the farmer is good for the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Although good for
the wheatgrower, it may be bad for the State.
We are not opposed to bulk handling. Ter-
sonally T am in favour of it if a case ean be
made out for it.

The Minister for Works: You supported
bulk handling previously.

Hon. P, COLLIER : T will support it
again if the Minister can make out a case.
Ten vears ago I may have said thipgs in
favour of bulk handling that I would not
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=iy to-day.  All that is asked for is oppor-
tumity in ihe dircetion of providing for
men wha may be displaced.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell (Northam) [2.25]: It might rea-
sonally he argued that the introduction of
hulk handling will increase employment ia
the State, because it will in any ease save a
rood part of the L600,000 sent ont of the
State last year for hags. We ean cmploy
men only if we have the money with which
te employ themn. T believe that bhulk hand-
Iimg will increase the amount of money
availahle for employment. A deputation
lold us that £73,000 was pnid for the hand-
ling of wheat in a vear. That amoung
would nof employ u large numher of men—-
probahly about 250, If we went to the
Lake View and Star Mine, we wounld see
automatie machines which were not there a
few years ago. But for the improvements
in the methods of handling the ore, the mine
would not be working and men would not
be employed. The same argunent ean be
used in favour of agricultnrve as is used ia
favour of mining. The question whieh has
been raised will receive the fullest considera-
tion, and anv inquiries that hon. members
think reasonable can he made. The subject
calls for very full inquiry indeed. However.
we must not eonfuse the issue just now. T
agree that it would not be good for the
State it & saving of 3d. per bushel meant
the throwing ont of work of 10,000 men,
but 1 think it can be shown that the adop-
tion ot the system will lead to greater em-
pioyment,

Hon. P. Collier: It is ruite possible.

The PRTTMIER : On the discussion of the
propasal, every aspect of the question will
be considered. I think sueh an amendmert
as that of the member for South Fremantle
has never been moved hefore.

Hon, 8 W. Munsie: T dn not remember
onc in this House, hut in another place it
is done every day of the week.

The PREMIER: If so, it is done wiih
the object of defeating a Bill without tak-
ing a vote against it,

ITon. P. Collier: After all, the amena-
ment only provides opportunity for discus-
sing every aspect of the subject.

The PREMIER:
phase later on.

Hon. P. Collier: But vour hands are tied;
you cannct move.

We ean diseuss every
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The PREMIER: I do not think so. If
the amendment were agreed to, it would e
a long time bhefore bulk handling would be-
come an accomplished faet.

Mr. Kenneally: No.

Hon, P. Collicr: Why so?

The PREMIER : No proposal of a similar
nature would bhe advanced. Why have a
dredee, a drag line or any labour-saving
machinery if we would be better off regard-
ing employment without it? All these
modern appliances must mean lmprovement.
[ know a lot ean be said regarding the effec;
of the ndvent of machinery, and with regard
tv some 1t may be said that few have bene-
fited and many have suffered. But that has
not been s0 in many instances. Surely is
«annot be said that will be the position in
regard to the proposal now hefore the
House. Tt must not be forgotten that we
have to send £600,000 ont of the State each
vear for bags.

Hon., 1", Collier:
ean.

The PREMIER: Yes, 1 assure the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Sonth Fremantle that there is no inten-
tion, nor wish, to burke the fullest possible
discussion and inquiry into the whole gues-
tion. I de not agree that the amendment
will faeilitate any such inquiry or achieve
the object the hon. member wishes. Let us
discuss the matter on its merits. The full-
est opportunity will be given to consider
overy aspect.

Let us stop that if we

MR. SLEEMAN (Iremantle) [1.32]:
Tlhe Prender’s reply iz unsatisfactory. On
severnl oecasions sinee 1 have heen a mem-
ber, T have endeavonred to amend various
Rills, but T have been told by you, Mr.
Speaker, ar by the Chainnan ol Commit-
fees. that iy amemdments were out of order.
1 had to aceept that verdiet. There 15 noth-
iy unreasonable in the amendment  pro-
posed by the member for South Fremantle
{Hon. A. MeCallum), If, at the end of the
serond reading debate, or during lhe Com-
mittee stage, the majority disagree with an
amendinent that (he memher for Sonth Fre-
mantle mav desire, the Government -hould
remember that they have a majority. Why,
then, hold the House up al this early hour
rcely hecause of a harmless  nmendment
moved by the member for South Fremantle?
The displacing of men from employment is a
serious matter not only for the waterside
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workers but for all sections of the com-
munity. In my opirnion there is no harm in
lahour-saving devices provided that those en-
gaged in industry derive some benefit. What
provision is made in the Bill for workevs
who may he displaced from their present
emplovment?  The member for South Fre-
mantle desires to make sure that something
will be done.  Surely the Premier does not
wunt another 8,000 or 12,000 unemployed
people on his hands. Tt may be better for
the Giovernment to grant a bonus of 2d. or
Ad. o bushel to the farmers and keep our
Ppeople in work,

The Minister for Railways: You want to
sendd the money to Tndia.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I want 1o keep our pen-
ple at work. Surely the Minister does not
wint thonsands more men on his hands.

The Minister for Railwayvs: That is not
the point: you suggested a honus 1o the
farmers.

Mr. SLEEMAX: T said 1t might he hetter
for the State. T have not gone into the fig-
ures but the snggestion may be worthy of
consderation, Because of his ainendment, the
member for South Fremantle is accused of
holding up the proceedings. We have Lad
samples of labour-saving maehinery, Grahe
have been stalled for work on super hoat-
and on eoal honts. Who reecived any benelit
from that system?  Certainly the workers
did not henefit. Probably the mddlemen
were the only ones who secured any henetit,
The Government eannat have a strong case
in faveur of bulk handling if they are not
prepared to allow  the amendment 1o be
passed.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [1.36]:
It will he admitted that the introduction of
the proposed Bill max mean the inaugura-
tion nf a new era in wheat handling. Tt is
introduced  in  altugether a wrong atmn-.
phere. seeing that the Minigter savs he will
give attention to one phase only. the hand-
ling of wheat. Surely others besides farm-
ers are mferested. The people of the State
are coneerncd. In  the eircumsiances, we
should mive close attention to the effert tho
legislation will have on the people. [l i<
useless for the Premier to say that we will
have every opportunity to consider all us-
peets of the problem. It will he vonr duty,
Mr. Bpraker, to sav whether discussion 2un
proceed along certain lines.  Why sheuld
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not the amendment be agreed to so that if it

is  desired, amendments can he moved
to the Bill to provide for the in-
terexts of other than the wheatgrowers.

If the (iovernment do not agree with any
amendment moved, they have the numbers
to vote it out. Tt is no new thing for pro-
vision to be made for the absorption of
lahour displaced hy some change. When
the Gireat Southern railway was taken over,
provision was made for the absorption of
the labour displaced. So, too, in making
this propazed change, it is only right that
we should provide for those who will be
thrown out of work by the new system.
When dealing with the operalions at IHay-
vey the other night, the Minister sought
to justifv the use of obsolete machinery
on the seore that it provided additional
work,

The Minister for Lands: The one is
temporary and the other permanent.

Mr. KENNEALLY: But now when we
propuse to give the House an opportunity
te diseuss the cuestion of providing for
the men to be thrown oul of werk by the
bulk handling system, the Minister does
not approve. If the Minister i3 not going
to diseuss this question, he will antago-
nise manv now in favour of the bulk hand-
ling system. We on this side do not agree
with the Minister's inelination to let the
men thrown ont of employment go to hell,
as he virtually said. That attitude will not
help him get the Bill through. The prob-
lem of providing for the men who will be
thrown ont of work is capable of being
solved, and if it is to be solved this is the
stage at which we shounld begin to consider
it. Tt is elaimed that the proposed system
will result in a saving to the farmer of 3d.
per bushel, or approximately £500,000 per
annum. But that is not the whole of the
storv. for if it is going to put out of work
only 1.00{+ men, who will have to look to
the Government for assistance, and if it
means, sav, £2 per week for each of those
men, we have in that one item alone a de-
duction of £104,000 per annum. If this
measure is to be diseussed, the House must
take into consideration the intercsts of all
seetions working in the wheat industry,
not only those who grow the wheat, bat
also those who handle it. T am prepared
to diseuss the Bill on its  merits, be-
lieving as T do that we shonld ad.
vanee with the times and accept every
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benefit thai improved machinery brings to
the human race. But we are not going to
do that, if our eonsideration is to be re-
stricted to seetional interests alone.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. P. D. Ferguson—Irwin-3Moore) [1.40]:
I oppose the amendment. The subject of
bulk handling has no relation to the question
of providing employment. The Bill is te
provide for a scheme of bulk handling, and
that shonld be dealt with on its merits and
not eamouflaged by introducing the subject
of employment.

My, Sleeman: Yeou do not eall that eamon-
flage, do you?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTURE:
Yes, there is a right place to discuss unem-

ployment. This is the time te deal with bulk
handling.

Mr. Kenneallv: And create more unem-
ployment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have it on the authority of those handling
the wheat that £73,000 per annum is spent
on that work. If we allow that those hand-
Iing it veceive an average of £4 a week, 365
men are engaged in handling it.

Mr. Sleeman: Where?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At the ports and sidings of this State,

Hon. A, MeCallum: T was given 2,000
as the number of men employed at the sid-
ings. That was the figure of the merchants.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am giving the equivalent of full-time em-
plovees. At the sidings men are emploved
for about one month in the vear.

Hon. A. MceCallum: No.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the men engaged in handling wheat were
employed the whole yvear round at £4 a week,
365 men would be cngaged. :

Mr. Sleeman: Are they employed only one
month per year?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At the sidings,

Mr, Sleeman: No, four months,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At the average siding the men get four, five
or perhaps six weeks of full-time work. In
an average year we send out of Western Aus-
tralia £500,000 for bags. If we divide that
amongst the 365 men, it would amount to
£1,388 per man, which amount would be
sufficient to establish everyone who is work-
ing full time on a farm where he counld go an
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producing wheat. 1f the bulk bandling sys-
tem were installed, I believe those men could
produce wheat profitably.

Mr. Withers: You would not reduce the
importatien of bags by £500,0007

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A farmer who produces 10,000 bags of
wheat told me that lLe would never buy
another bag after bulk handling was intro-
duced.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Your figures include
superphosphate bags.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, they present the bags for an ordinary
harvest of 40,000,000 to 50,000,000 bushels.
The farmer who buys super in bhags
will wash them carefully and put into
them the wheat he has to bag, pending
carting to the siding. I do not expeet to buy
another bag and I think that will apply to
many farmers. Of the amount at present
sent overseas for bags there will he enough
money saved {o put every man now employed
in handling wheat on to a farm, if necessary.

Mr, Sleeman: This is the place to make
provision for it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, this is not the time to diseuss unemploy-
ment. Possibly it counld be discussed when
the Estimates of the Minister dealing with
unemployment arve being considered. The
member for Scuth Fremantle (IHon. A. Mc-
Callum) is endeavouring te camouflage the
proposal and throw dust in the eyes of mem-
bers of this House.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister is not justi-
fied in saying that.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE:
I am.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 ask for a withdrawal
of the statement that the inember for South
Fremantle is throwing dust in the eyes of
members of this House.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Should I withdraw it, Mr. Speaker? It is
so palpably true.

Hon. P. Collier: I ask for an unqualified
withdrawal.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURFE:
T withdraw,

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [1.45]:
T do not intend to delay the House.

The Minister for Lands: You have no bulk
handling of wheat up your way.

Mr. COVERLEY: No, but I appreciate
the attitnde of Ministers. We have never
had such a ready response on the part of
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Ministers as we have had on this sobject.
The Premier and two other Ministers have
spoken in the course of half an hour, al-
though they had sat for three weeks and
said nothing.

The Minister for Works: That is mot
right.

The Minister for Lands: Next time we will
keep you here until 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing.

Hon. P. Collier: Thai does not matter,
We can stay as well as you.

Mr. COVERLEY: The attitude of the
Minister for Works and the Minister for
Agriculture is very unfair. There has been
no intimation from this side of the House
that we intended te oppose bulk handling.
All we ask is to be allowed to amend the
order of leave so that further diseussion
may take place, if necessary., The Minister
spoke of eamouflage, inferring that we were
deliberately opposed to bulk handling. That
may be all right in the House, but it will
not go down with the farmers.

The Minister for Works: You are de-
liberately opposing the introduction of the
Bill.

Mr. COVERLEY: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. P. Collier: Not at all. 'We are not
opposing it.

Mr. COVERLEY: Members on this side
of the House believe in c¢o-operation, and
bulk handling represents co-operation on the
part of those engaged in the wheat industry.
1 have realised for a long time that logie
does not count in this Chamber. I remem-
ber when sitting on the other side of the
House some amendment was moved and dis-
agreed with, and the present Minister for
Agriculture for one twitied us about using
a brutal majority. We might direct that
same criticism at bhim fo-night. It is not
correct to say that we are opposed to bulk
handling.

Amendment put and division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. 16
Noes .. .. Loo21
Majority against ]
ATES,
AMr, Collier Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphaet
" Miss Holman Mr, Sleeman
AMr. Kenneally Mr. Wanshrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)
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Nozs,
Mr. Angelo Mr. McLarty
Mr. Barnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Parker
Mr, Chuarch Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Doney Mr. Richardsueb
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Sampson '
Mr. Latham Mr. Scaddsn '
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Wells
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Neorth
Mr. J. I. Mann {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

. Question put and passed.

First Reading.
Bill introduced and read a first time.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1),

First Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall}) [2.3]: I move—

That leave be given to introduce the Bill,

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [24]:
I do not know that we would be in order
in permitting this motion to be passed. The
time of the House should not be wasted on
putting a Bill of this sort through all its
stages. Were the Government sincere in
wanting to assist the farmers, they would
make these works what they should be for
the manufacture of agricultural implements.
We do not want to see money continually
flowing to the Eastern States and Canada
that ought to be spent in Western Australia.
One member of the Government admitted
that we had the tradesmen and the material
in this country. What is to prevent the
works being established on a proper basis in
order that our farmers might be supplied
with loeally-made machinery? 1T intend to
vote against the motion.

Question put and passed; Bill introdnced
and read a first time,

BILLS (22)—FIRST READING.

1, Main Roads Aet Amendment.
2, Road Districts Act Amendment.
3, Pactories and Shops Act Amendment.
4, Special License (Waroona Irrigation
Distriet).

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
5, Metropolitan Whole Milk.
6, Fruit Cases Act Amendment.
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7, Dairy Cattle Improvement Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture.

8, Financial Emergency Act Continuance.
9, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Aet
Continuance,
10, Constitution Acts
(1931), Continuance.
11, Farmers' Debis
Amendment.
12, Reduction of Rents Act Continuancs.
Introduced by the Attorney General.

Amendment Act,

Adjustment  Aet

13, East Perth Cemeteries.
14, Land Act Consolidation.
15, Swan Land Revesting.
16, Closed Roads Alienation.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands,

17, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment,
Introduced by Mr. Richardson.

18, Criminal Cede Amendment {Ne. 1).
19, Criminal Code Amendment (No. 2}.
20, Land and Income Tax Assessment Fur-
ther Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. H. W. Mann.

21, Aged Sailors
Fund.
Introduced by Mr. Parker.

22, Timber Workers.
Introduced by Miss Holman.

and Soldiers’ Relief

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS AND
MORTGAGORS’ RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT,

Leuve to introduce.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L Davy—West Perth) [225]: 1
move— .

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for

an Act to amend Section 29 of the Tenants,
Purchasers and Mortgagors' Relief Act, 1930.

HON. A. McCALLUM (Sounth Fremantle)
[2.26]: This Bill is merely a proposal to
amend one section?

The Atforney General: That is the con-
tinuation.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM:
allow  opportunity to
sections ?

The Attorney General: No.

Does the Bill
diseuss all  the
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Hon. A. MeCALLUM : The discussion will
he confined to the eoutinning clause?

The Attornev General: Yes; but that, of
course, is subjeet to Mr. Speaker’s ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not seen the Bill,

Hon. A. MeCALLTUM: If the section is
to be amended, we shall have the right to
discuss it.

The Attornev General: This is a continn-
ing Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: The Title does not say so.

The Attorney General: No, Probably the
draftsman has slipped a bit there. Ie ought
to have made this Bill similar to the others,
1t has exactly the same effeet s the others
have.

Hon. A. McCALLUM:
amending Bills.

The Attorney General:
Bills,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM:
to move amendments, foo.

The Attorney Cieneral: T do not think so.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: In this case, then,
only one section eomes up for discussion. 1€
we want to review the measure, the Attorney
General ought to give us an opportunity to
diseuss it. He should not vestrict us to dis-
cussing whether or not the Act is to be con-
tinued.

The Attornev General: My view is that
you can discuss the merits of continwing or
not, but that the House will not be in a posi-
tion to amend other seetions.

Hon. P. Collier: Except those in the Bill.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Tt rests with you,
Mr. Speaker, to say whether the order of
leave will alow us to amend other parts of
the Act.

The Attorney General: T do not agree with
you.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: We will argue that
later on. The order of leave has not been
confined to one section where the Bills to
amend other Acts are coucerned.

Mr. Richardson: This Bill will apply to
one section only.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt will not restrict diseis-
sion, but will confine us to the one seetion.

The Attornev General: That is the inten-
tion.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T think the Attor-
nev General will agree that this Act in par-
ticular requires amendment in the interests
of both landlord and tenant. T urge him to

The others ore
No; vontinnatinn

We shall he able
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move the motion in snch a form that will
enable us to deal with other sections of the
Act.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Pertb—in reply
[2.30]: The same point wwas raised
last year when the Government intro-
duced a Bill designed to continue the
operations of the parent Aet. The ob-
Jection was raised that it should be opuen to
Parliament to amend every szection, but the
answer given then was that if anyone desired
to move other amendments, they eould in-
troduce a separate measure. The member
for Fremantle (Alr. Sleeman) did introduce
a Bill to wmend cther sections of Lthe Aect
and the measurc was discussed,

My, Sleeman: I did not get far with it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ‘Because
the House disagreed with you.

Mr, Sleeman: And that was bad luck
for a lot of the tenants,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may
be so, but the point now is whether this Bill
will enable members to amend any section
of the Bill other than Section 29.

Myr, Sleeman: We should be allowed to
discuss any part of the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT:: The hon.
member will be able to do so.

Mr. Sleeman: Bnt it 15 useless discuss-
ing other seetions if we cannot amend
them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
a (rovernment measure and we desire that

the Act shall he eontinued for another
yeat.
Mr., Sleeman: Do youn not think we

shonld be allowed to improve it.

Mr. Eenneally: As that is the inten-
tion of the Government cannot we move
for the continuance in some other way?

The' ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
no wicked sinister design behind the Gov-
ernment’s intention.

Mr. Kenneally: I am not assuming that
there is.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
that the probable explanation of the fact
that the motion in this instance differs
from those relating to the other Bills we
have dealt with is that another draftsman
framed the short title of the Bill.

Hon. P, Collier: Does Seetion 29 deal
with the continuance of the Act?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Subject to your ruling, Mr. Speaker, T
consider the short title of the Bill is ex-
actly equivalent to the short title in othev
orders of leave already obtained from the

House. 1 do not think it will limit div-
cussion any more than will the other
ovders. We desire the Aet to he continued

and thot is alt it means. If members de-
sire to effect other amendments, they can
introduce separale Bills and ithey will be
given every facility.

HON, A, McCALLUM (South I'remantle)
[2.45]: T move an amendment—

That the words ! Seclivn 29 of™’
ot of the ordler of leave,

e stivek

That will give us an opporfunity to move
other amendments. As it is. the Aftorney
Gieneral’s proposal means the introduction
of twa or more Bills where one epuld effest
the desired end. Why make two bites at
the one cherry?

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and passed.

First Reading.

BRill introduced and read a first time.

House adjourned at 2:10 a.m, (Thursday).

Legislative qouncil,

Thursday, 8th Neptember, 1932,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. F. W, Allsop on the ground of ili-
health.



